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VOYAGE OF 

CAPTAIN JAMES, 

FOR THE DISCOVERY 

•F A 

NORTH-WEST PASSAGE TO INDIA^ 



THE love of gain will ever be the molt adive 
Itimulusof adventurers. Notwithftandingtlic 
fulfcrings we have recorded of navigators in the 
northern feas, commercial and fpeculative men 
itill entertained the idea, that a pafTagc that 
way to the South Sea was pradicable, and for- 
mer failures only rendered the patrons of the 
fcheme more zealous to perfevere. For this pur- 
pofe, feveral merchants of Briftol formed them- 
ftlvcs into a company, about the year 1630 ; and 
King James I. being appiilbd of their dcfigns, 
no left honourable to their country, than benefi- 
cial to themfelves, was gracioufly pleafed to lig- 
nify bis approbation, and to confirm the choice^ 
they had made of Captain Thomas James, to go 
upon this expedition^ 

James was univerfally regarded as a itv^w oIvcl- 

tegrit^, Bs well &s an experienced mw:*\ti^\ \ *^^^ 

cop/hquently was well adapted for f ucVv ^u etvVi^- 

prize. BeSdes, be had been eiiaaaed a\ ^'^v^^ 

Jiorthern voyages; and it WM fuppotcd, vV^^>^ 



2 JAMES S VOYAGE. 

united local knowledge to a conlummatc perfec- 
tion in the nautic art. 

As a large fhip would have been more diffi- 
cult to manage; in fuch a navigation, than a 
fmall one, James only delired a veflel of feveii- 
ty tons ; which being equipped, he fell down 
l^ridol Channel on the 3d of May l6'3l ; but 
meeting ^ith contrary winds, took fheltcr in 
Milford Haven, where he remained feveral days. 
A fair wind fpringing up, he took the advantage ; 
and on the 4tli of June arrived in fight of Green- 
land. 

Next morning he was encompaffeci with ice, 
ftnd the more the men endeavoured to extricate 
thcnjfelves from it, the more they were entangl- 
ed. At.lall; they made fad to a large piece, and 
endeavoured to repel the approach of the others, 
in which attempt, all their poles were broken. 
The danger hourly incrcafed, and on the 6'th, 
fuch prpdigiobs fragment^ of ice aflailed them> 
!hat tht; Ihip was in imminenr danger of bein;; 
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in trying to. recover it, which, however, th<jy 
effe<^ted. 

After receiving many (hocks from the moun- 
tains of ice, on the 17th, at night, the weather 
was fo dark, foggy, and fevere, that they were 
in the momentary expectation of being dalhed 
to pieces; and the fails and rigging became Aiif 
with froft.* When morning appeared, they per- 
ceived the Ifl^ of Refolution, in the opening of 
Hudfon's Straight, and endeavoured to double 
the fouthern point. As the fog, which had con- 
tinued for fome days, began to clear up, they 
found the entrance of the Straight filled with 
ice, clofely wedged together ; and in attempting 
to proceed, they were ^ inclofed, and driven 
to and fro with it. 

Early "bn-the^Oth, having doubled the intend- 
ed point of Refolution, the wind (hifting to the 
weit, drove them, together with the ice, towards 
land, within two league* of which, they met 
with nothing but fiiort breakers, and mafles of 
ice aground, a^the depth of 40 fJEithoms. Both 
the ^ip and the ice w«rc whirled round and 
round, in a furprifing manner, by an «ddy of 
the fca; and they were foon met by a (ixong 
ebb, rufliing from the broken grounds of the 
iflaad, which tarried them through innumera- 
ble meanders among rocks and ice. To prevent 
themfelves from bctfUg driven on ihorc and wreck- 
ed, which they had the flrongell reafon to dread, 
they endeavoured to make faft to a piece of ice 
on each fide, that drew about ten fathoms water, 
which fervcd them by way of {omiiA\tv^% X^^ywsIj 
fofitmted, that one or the other uv\ift. Yiaise \i^«^ 
Mven aground before the (hip. 

B2 -^ 



4 James's voyagje. 

This cxpe.dient, however, appearing infufficient 
to fecure the ihip, the boat was hoilled out in 
fearch of a place of fafety, among the rocks; but 
being inftantly inclofed, the men were obliged to 
haul her upon the ice, «ind to drag her from piece 
to piece. Meanwhile the whirling of the ico 
difengaged the fhip from her two fupporters, 
and the crew were obliged to make (ignals for 
the boat to return. It was even feared fhe had 
been loift: with one third of the crew ; however, 
to the great joy of the company, fhe rejoined 
them. 

The fhip had now only three fathoms water, 
and lay under the fhelter of a large mafs of ice, 
iivhich was aground : but at the return of the 
tide, the 'floating fragments drove with fuch 
violence againft her fides, that all the exertions 
of the men were, required to keep thera off. At 
high water, their bulwark of ice, towards thp 
fliore, floated alfe, and left them expofed ; but 
Rt thy return of the lidt>, it providentially re fumed 
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^\\Sx ice, as Ji>eing much lefs dangerous than the 
rocks. They were, however, obliged to hew 
one piece with their axes, and other flrong in- 
ft^ments, for fear of being ovcrfet by it. 

' Captain James now went on fliore on the ice, 
which formed a continued footing to the land, 
and having ercded a beacon of iloues, he placed 
a crofij upon it, and named it the harbour of 
goo's providence. At low wa ter, thofe pieces 
that were aground, broke with a thundering 
noife. 

On the 23d, the captain and fome of his men 
went to reconnoitre the eaft part of the ifland, 
where he climbed up a high ground, to fee if 
he could poilibly defcry any place where he might 
lloer the fliip into greater fecurity. 

While in the fearch, he heard a dreadful noife, 
which arofe from a very large piece ot ice fplit- 
tiniT, near the (In'p, into four pieces. It happened, 
however, that it was at too great a diftance to do 
any manner of damage. 

The captain now fent the boat into a cove he 
had d]/covered ; and on her return, unmoored 
the (hip, and with ail poiTible expedition, warp- 
ed her uway from the ice ; but they had not left 
it above a mile, before il went to pieces in fuch 
hoi rible ruin, that everyone was convinced, the 
fhip ifiuil have inevitably been loft, had Ihe re- 
mained in her former ilation. 

Having entered the cove, Captain James 
as;ain went on fhore; and difcovered nothing 
but broken ground, without the leafl vegetation 
of any kind. As the ice yet covered the ^ooU^ 
no fon'k were to be exi^eded \ t\ot vj\i\«^ ^\y;j 
animalb /benj fa ve a few foxes. Ro\\c>JQt , >\\^t^ 
wejvdgns of fom^ of the favascs \i11V\tv« X^*^^^^ 
B 3 "^^^ 
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been on that defolate fpot ; though it was not 
eafy to conjecture what had brought them thi- 
ther. 

This cove received the appellation of Price's, 
from the mafter of the fhip. It lies in 6 1 deg, 
24 min. north latitude ; and from the high lands. 
Button's lilands were difcemed. 

A frefh gale fpringing up, oa the 24th they 
left the cove, ftcerijDg between mountains of ice 
aground, twice a^ high as the topmafl head. 
For the fpace of a league, they had clear water, 
and endeavoured to gain the north fliore ; but 
the ice was fo clofely wedged together, that they 
could make little progrefs, and were in conilant 
danger. The weather clearing up two days after, 
they had clear funihine, but little open fea; 
and the nights were fo coldj that the rigging 
froze. 

On the 5th of July, they obferved Saljfbury 
Jfland, Prince Charles's Cape, and Mill Ifland j 
but to the north-weft, nothing was to be feen 
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This ifli^nd is )ow and fleril ; but has ponds of 
frefli water. Here the crew were put to half 
allowance of bread; and two men complained of 
fickuefs; but foon recovered. The fhip Aood 
off and on for a good way down the coaft, but 
could find no refreihments, fave a few fowls. 
. The wind proving favourable, on the 18th 
they made ibr the w^ftcrn land^ but fobn be-^ 
came encompailed by ice, and incomnMKled by 
fog^s. For three fucceifive days they were clofely 
immunp.d by ice, notwithilanding they hoidcd all 
their fails, and the wind blew hard. 

The men now, for the firil time, began to 
murmur, thinking it iinpofiible to advance or 
recede. The captain encouraged them to hope, 
by c\'ery perfuative argumQnt.; and, to keep them 
in fpirits, made them drink a health to his majelly 
on the ice,' while the (hip iluck fafl; without a mau 
on board. 

James, however, began to feel the juflice of 
their fears, and took the neceflkry fteps to pror 
vide for the word. On the 111 of Auguft, the 
ice began to heave a little ; and on the 3d they 
obfervcd a little open water to the north-weft- 
ward. After much labour, they at laft got difen-* 
gag(<l ; and on the nth entered the Ba^' of Hub- 
bard's Hope. 

Standing to the fouthward, while it was hazy, 
they perceived fome breakers ahead ; and en-* 
deavouring to clear them, ftruck on the rocks, 
while their fails were flying, and a frelh gale 
blowing. £>very hand was immediately employ- 
ed in furling the fails ; and two or three heavy 
feas' heaved, the /hip over the tocK^ viVtti >^^^ 
expend every inllwi to go to tU^boVlCkta* 
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On the 20th the}' came to an anchor off a 
point of land, to which they gave the name of 
the New Principality of South Wales. Next day 
a ftorm arofe, in which they had nearly loft their 
anchor ; and feveral of the men were dangeroufly 
bruifed by the dafhing of the fliip. Tlie gunner's 
foot, being entangled in the cable, was wrung off 
at the ankle, and the mafter narrowly efcaped 
breaking his leg. 

On the 27th| they anchored' in five fathoms wa- 
ter, near a high land, when the captain fent off 
the boat, well manned and armed, with inilrue- 
tions to return before fun-fet. Night, however, 
approached, and no news of the boat. This 
gave the (Captain the greateft uneafinefs. He 
began to fufpeft that the crew was either loft, or 
had fellen a prey to the favages. The profpod 
of thofeon board was as dreadful as imagination 
can form ; there were not hands enough on board 
to. weigh the anchor, or manage the fails ; but 
[Lt length, to the lively joy of all, th« boat re- 
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by former navigators* She returned in lG32» 
and the captain publiihed a pompous detail of 
bis difcoveries; but his narrative was never 
much regarded. 

Captain Fox an4 fofne of his officers paid his 
brother ^dvcn tuners a vifit o^ board ; and next 
morning failed to the fouth-wefi, Thofe who have 
piet in perilous and unexpe6led fituations, will 
be bed able to appretiate the pleafure of this in- 
terview. 

To ]:etum to Captain Jai^es. On the 3d of 
September he ftgod in for the (hore, and arrived 
ix a cape, to which he g^ve the appellation of 
Henrietta Maria, from the quee^i. Next day 
they encountered a violent ftorm of wind, light- 
ning, fnow, and rain. The feO' ran mountains 
high, washed over the dleck, poured into the 
bold, and forced its way }Xkto the brefid-room, 
where it fpoilcd the greatef); pfirt of the provir 
fions. This dreadful hurricane continued with 
unabated violence till the 6fh in the evening. 

They made an ifland, wh^h the captain named 
Lord Welion's, on the 10th« It lies in latitude 
53 deg. 5 min. north. Standing to the eaflward, 
they, next day ca,me toanotI\er, on which they 
found j^cither vegetable nor animal. 

On the 12th, -in the moroipg, the wind blow 
ing hard, the ihip was negligently run upon the 
rocks, and a wreck appearing inevitable, the 
carpenter's tools and fome other neceflaries were 
fent on . Ibore. In the meanwhile they endea- 
voured to lighten the veiTel, by (laving the wa- 
ter cafks, and tf^irowing fome heavy ai%\c\ft% onc^\- 
ho&rJ; but after continuing fiv^j boui^ ^tV«Ati% 
violently on the rockSf to the afcou\fta.mexv\. *A 
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all, ihe got off, though in a very leaky condi- 
tion. 

It was now refolved to fteer towards the bot- 
tom of HudJbn's Bay, to explore a paflkge into 
the river of Canada ; and, in cafe of failure, to 
V'inter on the main land, which was preferable 
to a rocky and infular Nation. 

Another ftorm overtook them oh the 14th, in 
which the fhallop was totally loft. The fliip had 
now only om boat left, and that in a very crazy 
condition. During the continuance of this dread- 
ful vifitation, every one thought of preparing for 
death ; but that Providence which had fo often 
faved chcrai ■ again was confpicuous in their be* 
half. 

On the 19th of Septembier, they anchored off 
the Earl of Briftd's Iflaad ; and, while in this 
place, the carpenter repaired the boat, and the 
captain went on Ihore, but found not the leaft 
vehige of a human creature ever having been 
thert; betore. Aud now, finding tliat the wind 
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made her refemble a mafs of ice. Next day the 
fun ftione bright, but had no effed. Indt'ed the 
cold was now fo intenie, that fcafcely any thing 
could be prefervcd from freezing, even by the 
fire fide, and the fails became ufelefs. The 
boat, with great difficQlty, reached the fliore ; 
and the captain feeing the winter fet in fo fafl, 
ordered wood to be cut down and carried on 
board. 

Having laid in as ample a fupply of wood as 
the (hip would contain, the fick were defirous of 
having a hut ere^ed for them on (here, that 
they might the (boner recover their health. Hav- 
ing fixed on a convenient fpot, the carpenter 
and others were fet to work on the building. 
Meanwhile, the raptatn^ with Tome attendants, 
ranged theifland in qaeft of inhabitants, but found 
none ; and returned exhauiled with their travels 
through the fnow. 

On the Idth, fome of the men defired leave to 
traverfc the country ; which being granted, th^y 
were furni (lied with ammunition, and ftridtly en- 
joined not to feparate. They had it alfo in charge 
to- look out for fome convenient harbour for the 
iliip. On the fecond day they returned with a 
fmall, lean deer, and reported that they had feeu 
fcveral more, but no figns of any rational inha- 
bitants, nor any port. In this excurfion they 
fpent k night in the woods, where they were al* 
moft peri (bed with cold. 

Soon after, the lieutanant and five more ob- 
tained leave to try their fortune in travelling 
about the ')Mnd ; biit though t\xc^ >Ka.\v^^\^^ *^ 
great way, and (tnid out all nigVil, vVe'j x^Vkitw- 
ed without having found any prw\C\ot«^\ ^^^ 
wAut n^ ivorf^ they loft t\x^ gWk^TT^ ^c£»g^ 
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This unfortunate man, being weary with walk- 
ing, attempted to Crofs a lake, that was appa^ 
rently frozen over, to faVe himfelf the trouble 
of going round ; but having reached the middle, 
the ice broke, and he was feen no more. 

It now began to fnow with fuch continued fc- 
verity, that the boat could fcarcely land, and 
the men were obliged to wade through thick 
congealed water. To obviate this inconvenience, 
the captain fet the carpenter to conftru6l a boat 
er fledge, that might be drawn on the ice, and 
ufed alfo where th^e wis water. He likewife 
encouraged his meu to*Pifiike traps to catch foxes, ^ 
fome of which wec^.-Uaily feen : and as they had 
feen party^-colbUM ones, he concluded there 
%verebtack fpxwHb, whofe furs he fuppofed were 
valuable. 

Captain James now took the latitude of the 
ifland, which he found to be 52 deg. north. 
Thus, notwithflanding the dreadful feverity of 
the climate, this ifland is nearly in the latitude 
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tur^. In fuch a climate it was impoffible for a 
wound to heal : the plailler froze over it, and 
though be was lodged with all the care that cir- 
cumitances would permit, and guarded from the 
cold, a bottle of fack, with which he was indulg- 
ed, froze at his bed's head. 

Next evening, the captain and all on board 
were alarmed by feveral pieces of ice driving 
againfi the hawfor,' which 11 rained it conlider- 
ably. In this dilemma the crew fired figAab of 
diltrefs, but thofe on Ihore were unable to render 
diem any aifiilance. The ice, however, being 
but newly congealed, was at lail broken througli, 
fmd'in a few hours difappearod. 

To prevent accidents, the captain ordered all 
his men on board; and with much pain and dif- 
ficulty they reached the ihip. It was now re- 
fylved to run her aground, to preferve lier as 
long as poidible. This refolution being taken, a 
part of the bread, and a barrel of beef were land- 
ed; and all the other (lores, with the powder,. 
were carried into the great cabin. The Hiip being 
driven on (bore, continued to beat with much 
vioicnce, though (he was bedded in fand ; on 
which the captasu ordered a hole to be bored in 
)ier bottom, and in lix hours the water rofe to 
fuch an height, that it was momentarily expe^ed 
ihe wouKl-opcn, and break in pieces ; but after 
liaving beat off her rudder, which was loil, flie 
began to fettle. The captain and crew had 
jauch difficulty to reach the fhore ; and when 
they landed, .they were fo altered by fatigue, aiid 
an tnciuilation of ice, that they could fcarcel^ 
reccgnixe ench others faces. 

Baving reached their folitary abofVe, V^^n^ V\v- 
^edagood £fe, and rcffaWd ikcnAAN^* ^^>^ 
Vql. III. Q^ y^viOi 
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bread and melted fnow. Their forlorn fituatlon 
ncceflarily engaged their thoughts, and each waar 
defired to fpeak his fentiments with freedom. 
The carpenter gave it a& his opinion, that tiie 
iliip ^as irrecoverably loil, but Captain Jarne^ 
thought otherwifo; and in a f[>eech, fraught 
with piety and manly fortitude, encouraged his 
people to keep up their fpirits, in the hopeB of 
yet reaching their native land, but adding, that 
if Providence had deftined them to end their 
days where they were, they were ftill as near 
heaven as in England. On this Providence, that 
had fo oft«n faved them, he encouraged them to 
rely : and fuggelled, that if the (hip were loft, a 
pinnace might be made out of the wreck. 

The carpenter gave his afiUrance, that no in- 
duftry of his (lu)uld' be wanting'to extricate them 
from th«ir prefeitt difficulties, and the men all 
joined in offering their moft adtive fervices to af- 
till him. Captain Ja^ies returned them all liis 
due thanks, and promifed confidorable rewards 
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trees, in the moft convenient fpot ; and a ilorc- 
houfe was built at a little diftancc, to prevent 
accidents from fire. Every precaution wae taken 
to render tbefe apartments as commodious and 
€umft>rtable as pofliblo, and to fence againll the 
fcverity of the climate. 

Though they laboured with inceflant applica- 
tion, it was impoOltble to remove all their ilore« 
from the Ihip, before the cold incrcafed to fuch 
a degree that every thing became immoveable, 
and tl^ men were unable to ventnre out. 

Qu the 21ft of December, the rigours of the 
cold confined them within ; but on the 23d, 
they fct out with a view of getting the beat on 
ihore, which had been dug out of the ice. Be- 
fore noon, fuch a tliick fog came on, that it 
was with extreme difficulty they could find their 
way, or keep together. The darknefs was deeper 
than that of night. At laft, they were all real- 
ferobled at the houfe ; but in the moft miferable 
condition imaginable. Some of the men were 
covered with large blifters, proceeding from too 
haftily approaching the fire, after being expof- 
ed to the cold : and all were much froft- bitten. 

The well being now completely frozen up, 
fnow water was of neceffity ufed, both for drink- 
ing and dreifing viduals. The infalubrity of 
this was foon perceptible. The captain, how- 
ever, recolli^ing that he had fcen a (faring in 
the vicinity, at the foot of a hill, fent fome men 
to try to difcover it, which they happily did ; 
and had the pleafure to find that it always ran 
with a full ft ream, and was never frozen fo hard 
bot that the iccmiffht be broken. 
Ai thh time, all the fack, Vmegjax, o\\, ^vi^ 
ewerykiad of liquid iad become one SoVi^ tmA^ 
C2 ^ 
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and were only to be broken by force ; nor could 
they be kept in a fluid ilate at the diflance of a 
yard from the fire. 

About the commencement of the year, the' 
fnow fell fo thick, that it reached near the height 
of the roof of the houfe. The men were, there- 
fore, obliged to cut a pafla^e through it ; and to. 
keep that paflage clear, by daily (hovelling away 
the frcih fallen fnow. When this coni'oiidated^ 
it atforded what was denominated the captain's 
gallery and fick men's walk, the furface of it 
being a yard, at leait, above the level of the 
grouud. 

The cold now became intolerably (harp* Hie 
atmofphere being full of vapours, made the -fun 
and mooa appear of an oblong figure, when near 
the horizon. ' On the 31 ft of January, the flcy 
was fo olear, thatCaptain James could perceive, 
or imagined he ■ perceived^ two-thirds more ^rs 
than ever he had fiten before ; but the moon rif- 
ing before midnight^ tJbroc pai u of thorn were 
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In the molith of February, that worft peft of 
narinersy the fcurvy, *bcgan to make its appear- 
nure. Its difroal effects were foon bitterly felt 
by thefe unhappy men. They bled at the moutli, 
their gums were fwollen, and fometimes black 
and putrid, and all their teeth were loofe. In a 
wordy their mouths were fo much aifedod, that 
they could no longer mailicate their ufual food. 

Some complained of (hooting pains in the 
bead, others in the bread ; forae felt a weakness 
in their reins, others had pains in their thip;hs 
and knees, and the legs ofTeveral fwelled. 1 he 
fnrgeon was a man of the mod amiable charac- 
ter, and endeavoured to alleviate the diftreflbs of 
the crew by every known art ; and made ufe of 
fome expedients which the novelty of the (it\i- 
ation fuggefted. But notwithltanding all \\\^ 
care, two thirds of the company wci-e under his 
hands, and yet were obliged to labour ltd, 
without flioes to their feet. 

In the open air the cold was almoil infupport- 
ablc; no clothes being proof againil it, nor any 
exercifc fsfficicnt to keep up the natural warmth. ' 
It froze the eye-laflies, fo that it was impoflible 
to fee : and the difficulty of rcfpi ration bucnmc 
extreme, from the coldnefs of the air. In the 
woods, the cold was frwiowhat lefs fovore, yet 
here the men were affiidled with chilblains on 
their faces, hands and feet. Kven withinfule 
the houfe, every thing was frozen, and hunsj full 
of icicles. The bedding was quite Aiff, and co- i 
vcred with hcxar froft, though the beds were al- •' 
moft dofe,lo the fire. The watei% in which the 
cook foak^d the fait meat, wVlVutv <\oc\\^^ \\^'ift. 
within three feet of the file. TiwV <i\ix\\\^ ^^ 
Digbt, when the Ave was ucsVii€teA> ^"^ ^"^ 
C3 ^^"^ 
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frozen into one lump in four hovirs time- When- 
after ward fi tlic cook ioaked the meat in a copper 
JtetTlc, clofo to the five, to prevent it fr<»m freez- 
ing, the Jitie near the fire wus found to be warn^, 
^vhiie the oppofjte fide wns fros!*:!! an inch thick. 

Such arc the general traits; of a winter m this 
inhofpitiLble climate. To enuroeratc all the fuf- 
ferings of each indivitluai of Captain Jam«'-s 
coaipany would be impollible ; for every day 
'Vi'as a pericid of Aifierina^ During the whole 
winter, they did not catch above a doifcn foxes, 
fomt: of which werf: dejid in the traps long be- 
fore they were difcovered, and iherefote ufeleis ; 
bm whenever one was taken alive, he was boil- 
ed to make broth fnr I he fick, :md ;he fle^h was- 
likewife appropriateti for theii- bio. A very few 
whittt partridges wem aifc* procured. 

The 1ft of April, beino Kafter-day, was folem- 
^l«'d in a religious manner^ Both that and thi2 
two fucceeding days were e>cellively fevere, fo 
that the eurapajiy vere confined within^ and 
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▼aricty of opinions were given as to the mode of 
Iheir future proceedings^ and many reflections 
had palled on their prefent mifery, the captain 
refolved, that it would be moll «idvifable to at- 
tempt to clear the ihip as foon as the weather ' 
would permit. Accordittgly, the men who were 
able, began with bars and ihovels to dig the ice, 
and to lay it in fuch a manner as to form a bar- • 
ricado round her, to prevent her from being 
wholly overfet by ioating ice. 

The l6"th of April was one of the mod pka- 
fant days they had fecn. ,They cleared the llrip'a 
deck of fnow ; and had the good fortune to dif- 
cover the anchor. On the l*)th, the weather 
was fo much meliorated, that the maOer and 
two others requcftcd pcrraiffion*to fleepon board, 
that they might be removed from the gnia^is 
Bud lamentations of their fick companions. 
' The greuteft part of April was fpent in dop- 
ing the leaks of the (hip, and repairing hur 
other damages. In freeing her from ice and 
fnow, the men laboured with fuch alacrity and 
fuccefs, that by the 2Sth the pumps were fot 
tree. On the $9th it rained, which was a day 
of joy, as it afforded a certain indication that the 
winter was be<;inning to break. The two fol- 
lowing days were very fevcrc ; but the late rain 
had given the men fuch fpirits, that they fat round 
the fire on May eve, and aniufed themfelves 
with chufing millrefles, and wearing their names 
in their caps. 

The thaw increafing, on the 4th of May fom^ 

cranes and geefe made their appearance ; but 

thougfi the captain and furgeon V!t;jvxt\v^ >\\^\«v- 

fcJvcs in trying to kill (bmc iot v\v^ vx'^vi. o'v >\>» 

iick, they tcixxxmii without fuccet^- ^ 
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On the 9tk, they heaved out of the hold four 
butts of beer, and one of cyder, Mrhich had kept 
in great perfection under the water. S»tne day 
they recovered five barrels of beef and pork; 
and by fucceffive efforts, procured other ufeful 
articles, fuch as fhoes, which were extremely 
wanted. 

Some days were now employed in refitting the 
fhip, in which they could find no vifible defied ; 
and, therefore, they hoped (he might be righted* 

The fick increafed in number, and their difor- 
ders in malignity. Attempts to procure them 
refreihmcnts of fowl had hitherto bei^u vain; 
and now the captain ordered a fmall plot of 
ground to be fown with peas, in hopes of having 
fome green vegetables. To the great grief of 
all the crew, William Cole, the carpentqr, died 
on the 18th, He was a man much beloved, axvi 
of great ikill in bis profeilion. He had nearly 
conipieutcd a ]Mrinace ot tweLvt; or thirteen tons 
bunlcii, ill cafe the ih\p Ihoiild prove aiifervice- 
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rcturnvd-tbanks to the Supreme, for his gracious 
protc^on. 

The fea being pretty clear between the fhip 
and the ihorc, on the 30th they launched their 
boat. Next day they found feme green leaves 
of vetches, which they boiled for the fick ; and 
indeed, almoil all might have come under this 
description ; for, except the captain and another, 
not a man could eat fait provifions. 

Thcfe vetches, however, proved a wonderful 
reilorative ; and in a (hort time, by ufmg them 
freely, in all forms of diet, thofc who had not 
becft able to ilir for many weeks, took a part in 
the duty of the Aip. 

About the middle of Jane the weather became 
fb hot, that the men todk to bathing. Infers 
became numerous and tormenting, particularly 
mufkctoes. Thefe revived, with the hot weather, 
from the torpidity in which they had lain during 
the brumal fcafon, and covered the earth in im- 
nenfe varieties. 

Having pr^vioufly dug the fand from the fides 
of the ihip and fufficiently lightened her, they 
took the adviintage of fome high tides ; and once 
more had tftie pleafure of feeing her fwim iu deep 
water. 

The captain having caufed a very large trae to 
be formed into a crofs, afl^xed to it the pictures 
of KingCharlesri. and his queen, clofely wrapped 
in lead, fo as to be defeaded from the external 
air; and between the effigies placed the fubft- 
4)uent infcription : "Charles, King of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, alfo of Newfound- 
land, and Hie territories to the wcfewtix^^ ^nsK'sa 
ms New Albion, and northward, to \>cve\^Nl>X>3A» 
of 80 deg. See/' On the outlide oi t\v^\^^^>K^ 
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nailed a (liilling and a fixpcnce of that rcigi 
under, his raajcfty's arms, with the arms 
city of Bridol below. On Midfuramer-da] 
crofs was ereded on the hill, where the ere 
buried their dcceafed companions ; fo t 
fervcd the double purpofe of denoting poll 
and of being a funeral monument. 

Next morning the boatfwaln began to i 
fliip, and tiie men were employed in gctti; 
ceflaries on board. Meanwhile the captain 
an attendant, went to the highed eminen 
tlic liland, on which was a lofty tree, call 
watch Xower, to kindle a firc, in expe^latic 
if thf.*re were any human being in the i 
bouring iilands, they would make a correi 
ing. iignal; and enable him to yifit them 
obtain fome intelligence. As the cap tail 
climbing up the watch tree, his attendant 
fet fire to fo;ne low trees to windward, 
im^ledijLtely were in a blaxe ; and the conf 
tion fpread from tree to tree, with fuch raf 
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tadon was made to fave the matenal* on /hbre, 
m cafe it (houid take the direction ot the houli» 
and the (hip. About noon, the wind having 
ftiifted, the fen tinel returned out of breath, with 
the alarming new^, that the fire was clofe at his 
heels. All was now bnftle and a<^livjry. The 
fire advanced t(ni'ards them with a terrible noifc^ 
heing a full mile in breadth ; and fcarely had 
they time to remove the lad articles of value 
from their town, as they termed it, before the 
flame laid hold of it, and foon laid it in aflios; 
The wind then fhit^ed to another quarter, con- ^ 
fuming all before it. . 

The men being all fafe on board, returned 
thanks to Heaven, with great folemnity, for 
their deliverance from the devouring element, 
more dreadful than the fcas and ilorms. 

A few days after, the bay was quite clear of 
ice, and the climate began to prove very unwhole- 
fome. 'Vhe heat of the fun, refleded from a 
fandy foil, was almoli infupportable ; yet, io fud- 
den was the iranfition from one extieme to an- 
other, that ice, an inch thick, covered every pool 
at night. 

On the 1ft of July, the captain bad the fliip 
decorated in the befl mantier circumftances 
would allow. After which he prepared a briel" 
ftatement of their paft toils, and future inten- 
tions ; with a rcqneft, that in cafe they fhould 
periili, this memorial of their labours might l>e 
made public by any adventurers who might 
touch there. This notification he fent adiore 
with much formality, ordering it to be affixed to 
the crofs, which being furrouuded b"^ %. V^cw^'^ 
OerUfosJ, AaJ e/taped the confiagtaXvQTX* 
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This done^ they afcended the higheft hills, 
and found that the fire had fpread about nxxccn 
miles to the weflward, and the whole breadth oi 
the iOand.' 

As the captain was walking along the beach, 
in the evening, he difcovered an herb rcfembliug 
Icurvy grafs, of which having gathered and boil- 
ed fonic, it was found a moil agreeable food. 
A coniiderable quantity was collccM after f up- 
per, on purpofe to carry away witli them. 

Aflemblin*; to take a lail view of the gravei 
qf their companions, they left the fpot with the 
feelings of nature, and the hopes of never more 
letting a foot on the iiland. 

We ought to remark, that ardlie trces^ fnch as 
fpruce and juniper, fome low fhrubs and mofs 
were the principal vegetable produ6kions of the 
place; nor did it appear, at the raoft fa-vourabk 
icaibn, to abound in any ufeful animals or fowls. 

On the 2d of July they Hood for lianby Ifland, 
to take in more wood, and to be ready to feizi 




they wece defined to (larY« on a fraigment of 
ke, or be fwallowed: up m the 4eep« The cap^ . 
tain temporized, and oaly. ejih^rled ctiexn to par 
tionce* / 

Tiiey now came in light of kind^ whicbHlliey 
zecog;rii2ed to be Cape Henrietta. Marian and 
anchoring in iui fathoms water, about a mile 
from the thqre, and hoifting out the boat, landed 
with fome dogs and guns on ati eminence, where 
they Hook poiTcflitfn. Soon after they law fome 
.deer, but could not come within reach of th«-m. 

^ However,, they procured about a dozen young 
geefe on the pools,: a poor compenfation for the 
toils they had gone through,, to obtain moro amr 
pie refrelhments. As the dogs^ could not diixancc;; 
the deer, which were the objed of their purfuit,. 
they were loi't oa (hore to learn iieetnefs or 
fiarve. - 

Same evening they weighed,, with an intention 
of weathering the Oipe, and it bc£kig moon-light, 
they proceeded for fome time among broken 
maifes of ice,, till they found it ncceifary to an- 
chor» and endeavour, by evesy poilible means, to- 
keep oif the- dangpr. Aa day approached,.- they 
Ikw all mean2»< of cxtncating fthemfeivc» were- 
idelefs; and in the extremity of danger and di^ 
trefs, they continued fome weeks, till the ftiip be- 
came fo bettered and leaky, that (he was obliged 
to be pum;2t^ every half watch^ 

The captain now called a council, to c^termine. 
what was to be done,, when it was the genursd. 

, opinion, that it was impoifible to proceed. Jamei 
then adopted the dangerous refolution of watch* 
iog the opportunity of failing b^VKCttXi x\^ v» 
Mnd M OwAly coafh; which at \aQ» \» i^>x^ Vvk ^ifc»^ 

eud'oa. 
^^^,IIL TV C 
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On the 1ft of Auguft they had another confii^ 
with the ice; and the wind proving contrary, 
they came to an anchor near the fhoru. For 
fome fucceeding ^ays, they were inclofcd more 

\ and more. On the 5lh at noon, they were only 
twelve leagues diilance from Cape Henrietta 
Maria, which was all they had gained fmcc the 
2l2d of July. All night it blew a violent ftoiw, 
and the (hip beat in a dreadful mannei^ from 
piece to piece. 

On the 7th, the weather became more mo- 
derate, and the wind fhitbng to the eail, carried 
them into open water. Their dangers, however, 
were not paiTed. The wind foon changing, 
^drove a range of ice towards them; and in a 
little time they were again surrounded by it. As 
foon as they recovered from One- diArefs they 
were involved in another; and it was not till 
the 19th of Auguil, that they furniountcd the 
imminent dangers to which they had been ex- 
pofed for fix weeks fucceflively. 

The captain now refumed his defign of profe- 
cutinghis voyage, and examined the inlets, "which 
had been fuppofed, by former navigators, to af- 
ford the molt probable paifage ihtor the South 
Seas. Oh the 24>th he made Nottingham Illand ; 
but early in the evening it began to blow a ftrong 
gale, which foon increafed to aftorm, and conti* 
nued without abatement for twentyriour hours. 
Very early in the morning of the 26th, they per- 
ceived, by moon-light^ tl^rllifp embayed in ice; 
and before they could ftsy her, ffie ilruck upon 
it with great violence. Day-light brought the 
difm&l profpeA of fields and hills of ice, as far 

a* the eye could reach, in t\ve c^u^.iX'ii >«\a\^>^^^ 
intended to /ail. 
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The captain, at lail, began to feci tkat all his 
efforts would be in vain. He, therefore, confultcd 
with his officers; and that no blame might be 
imputed to him, obtained their fentiracnts in 
writing ; which were, that ho advantage could 
be expcd^d from continuing longer in thefe feas, 
and that they ought jmm^diately to dired their 
courfe for Englanid. 

Thither the pilot was ordered to fteer; and 
after being loft in ^ogs, and harassed by fnow 
and ice, in the beginning of September they 
cleared the Straights, after paffing by mountains 
of ice, of fupehor magnitude |to any they had 
yet feen. On the Stb they had Aormy weather, 
and the (hip rolled e^tciflively, and all her feams 
g^ped. However, after this they faw no more 
ice ; and the wind being propitious, they reached 
Briflol Road, without any &rthcr accident, on 
the 22d ot Odober. 

The fliip being put. into dock, it appeared mi- 
raculous, that (he had lived ; for on examina- 
tion, it was found th^t (he bad lo(l fourtisen feet 
of her keel ; all her cut^water, and the greateil 
part of her fheatbingVere beaten and torn away ; 
her bows were bruifed and broken, many of her 
tifnbers cracked ; and in one place, the rocks 
had nearly made a perforation. 

Thus ended a voyage, which for perils, con- 
flancy, and refolutioq, isfcarcely to be paralleled. 

Captain James, on his return, modeilly.ftatcd 
his opinion, that a north-weft paiTage did not 
exift. He founded his reafons on thefe circum- 
ftances; that a tide conftantly fets into Hudfon's 
Straights, the flood coming fiom t\\e ^'a&^^'^^. 
The ice, he conceivea^ would ceTl«atv\^ )afc\iX^^'«v 
and disjuna, if the free ocean wieift XiCNOXv'i Vv.> ^'^ 
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he fouQd to be the cafe in paffing iron 
Straights into the fea, eailward. And laftb 
^fervcd, that the ice always finds an outii 
the eafVward. Such ape the reafons he giv< 
tlie uon-exiftence of a paifagc ; and fuppoii 
a6tuaily 4id exiA, he gives valid obJe6lion« a| 
its -ever being ufed with focurity or advan 
The multiplicity of dangerous ice and fhoah 
ders it'un£t for a ladrgc and valuable (hip 1 
tempt the navigation ; and befKleSy one thoi 
leagues may be fooncx and more iafely mac 
the fouthward, than one hufnlred in thiis t 
tion. Add to this, that heve there are no o\ 
tunities of rocruiltng the fick ; and nothin 
danger and defolation to b^«xpe^led. 

To the validity of thefe arguments we ent 
itibfcribe ; but the hiftory of the voyage v 
we are juft about 40 give (that the conne 
may not be broken, though the chronolc 
order ra«ft oecefiarily be violated) will prove 
Janiea's Itiilimentii^ however juft, t;^' ere far 
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THfi Hudfon Bay Company, thoiigh botjud 
by charter to further f^nd promote the dif-* 
covery of a north-weft p^.flage, were generally 
fufpedlc-d, from interefted motives, to oppofe and 
diicouragc every attempt for its accompli^tnent. 
And Captain Middleton, who in 1740,. was fent, 
in a king's fliip, exprefs)y upon that fcrvice, xsi-^ 
turning without fuccefs, was publicly criminated 
for 'having accepted a bribe of five tboufand 
pouiids to defeat the undertaking; o^^pd* by a 
partial report, to put an end to future attempts, 
This charge was ftrongly fupported, apd general- 
ly credited ; and Mr. Dobbs, by wbofe intereft 
Captain Middleton had been employed, prevailed 
with the then miniftry^ to preclude any future 
fchemc of private corruption, b^ ^xo^q^wy^ ^ 
pubUc reward of twenty thoufa\\A\^ouTv<!^^^ X'^^^aa 

pcr/on who //iouW,inake a pctfcCl A\Scvri^t^ ^V 

Uie p^UHgc In queaion. 

3 ^^' 
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Such was the liberal encouragement, hd 
by government, for the difcovery o£the lot 
fired cocnsnuiication between the North 
South Seas ; and the fair profpeft of acqi 
fame, by extending commerce, the hope o 
taining the parliamentary wward, and oi 
pofing the difingenuity of Captain Middl 
were fafHcient incivements to prevail with 
Dobbs to folicit the equipment of iwo (hip 
another voyage, which he made not the 
doubt would anfwer thci moft fanguine exf 
tions of the patrons of the fcheme. 

Accordingly the Dobbs galley, of one hui 
and eighty tons, commanded by Captain Ad 
and the California, of one hundred and i 
Captain Iletiry Smith, wcri^ tltted out; and 
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It is impoflible to defcribe the coniler nation 
and confufioii that prevailed on this dilemma. 
Kvery pcrfon on board cxpeded a momentary 
^eftru^tion. All the varieties of naval eloquence 
were difplayed on this awful occafion : cries, 
prayers, imprecations, and abufe were poured 
out ; yet foine were cool amid the danger, and 
neglected no precaution in their powei*. Water 
hi great abundance was well direded, and every 
other preventative uled by fuch as were mailers 
of thcnifelves. 

As to the crew in general, cheir terror render- 
ed them irrefolute. They flew from one expedi- 
ent to another, which one moment they attempt-' 
ed to execute and the next abandoned, ^n dif- 
tradion and dofpair. Some were for hoiiling out 
the boats, and ac-cordingly the lafliings were cut, 
but none had patience to launch them ; others 
wero'for Totting more fail, in order to overtake 
the California, which was conftderably ahead, 
that in cafe of being blown up, the furvivors 
mi^ht have fome chance of relief. Chimerical 
as this was, the plan was partially a<lopted, Inl 
the midil of this dreadful alarm » the man at the 
helm reflecting that the fire and powder were di- 
Tftt\y under him, was quite diftradled, and negli- 
gent of his duty; uor can imagination paint a 
wilder fcene than was univerfaliy exhibited. The 
/hip was ahead to the wind, the fails (huking 
with a nuife like thunder: flie then turned, and ran 
ri^t before it, and continued rolling; while the 
Maft was inflantly expeded ttiat was to tenninate 
their hopes and ieurs. Providen\\^VV\sViOVi^\^x>j 
t/ic fii-c was at /ength cxtii\ovi\\\\e4 % ^y\^\x S^vccw- 
neceffkry to exprera the* UveVy cuACvXSom X\^ftX 
ccrtaintj ofthi:> diffufcd iu evcxj \itviVsXu 



^ 
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On the 27th tljpy fell in with quantities of low 
ice, iind for ionic time afttrr pafleti through abun- 
dance of drift woodt Thti 6th of July Lrouglit 
the ihip^ hi coutad with thofe mountains of icQ 
whicU ht>und lludfon's Straights, ThcA; enor- 
mous mafits were iive«r fix hundred yards thick. 
On tlic Sth they made the Iftands of Refolution, 
iji the mouth ot (he Stralj^hts^ when the fogs fud-^ 
denly Clearing up, faved them from the jmpeti<l- 
ing diin^er «f being daihed on the Jhore^ or 
wrecked on the r*>cks. 

At ilicfe iilandii, f^^veral canoes, wiih r-ft)ui- 
maux Indianiton board, carrie off ro trade; ex-r 
changing whale bont' imd f**al (kins for ironmon^ 
gery goods* The ti'afiic was aUeudcd with con- 
fidt^rable profit to tht' Eiiglifh; and fo eager 
were thefe poor fsLvagth to obtain knives and 
other artideii of cutlery, Umt both men and wo- 
men almoil ftripped thcinfelves naktd, to make 
as extcnfive purchafes as podtble. 

We are told that the word Ffcjuiinaux is de- 




Their manners are cheerful ahd .fprightly; but 
in difpofition they arc fubtle, dcceiti'ul, flat- 
terers, and addided to pilfering; timid when op- 
pofed, but' prefuming where they arc indulged. 
To their nati^^ cuflQms, they iliew a moil rooted 
partiality, and even when feparated in the earli- 
-eil youth from their connexions, and brought 
tip in European habits, they have long fticwn a 
prediledlion for their original attachments. 
One of them^ after being ^d on Englhh diet, be- 
ing prefent when one of our countrymen was 
cutting up a feal, from which the oil ran in co- 
pious ilreams, licked up what he could fave 
with his hands; exclaiming, ^ Oh ! commend mo 
• to my own dear country, where I could get ft 
bellyful of this." 

The men are generally clothed in feal fkins, 
and fometlmes in the flans of fnwls fewed to- 
gether. Each coat has a hook hke a capuchin. 
The coat is clofe, from Che breafc before, 
Kke a (hirt, and reaches no lower than the mid- 
4lle of the thigh ; the breeches ans clofe before^ 
and behind, and drawn round the waiil with a 
ftring. Tliey wear fevcral pairs of boots And 
ihoes, one over the other. 

The drels of the women ditfcrs from tliat of 
th6 men, chiefly in baring a narrow flap behind, 
<lependiD^ to the heeis. Their heodsi are alfu 
kirger for tlie purpofe of carrying their children 
at their backs, and their boots are alfo wider; 
becaufe wlieu they want to put a child oat of 
their arms, they Dip it into one of their boots oc- 
caiionally. Some few of them wear iliifts of feals 
hludiien, curiouHy joined. ' lu gcti^T^^ ^^vc 
clothes arc neatly fcwed, whkU tJl^^ -^ctiva^a 
^ijM sn ivory needle, aiid tUe (iwovJ^ ^i ^'St^.^^ 
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finely divided. They difcover much tsftc in fac- 
ings and embroidery of different-coloured ikins. 

One of their mofl curious appendages, is their 
fnow «yc8. Thele are bits of v/vod or ivory, neat- 
ly contrived to cover the organs of ijght, and tied 
at the back of the head : in each piece are two 
narrow flits, of cor rcfponding length with tlie eyes, 
through which they fee vei^ diilindly. This 
ulVful invention prefcrves them from being 
blinded with the glare of the fnow, which is 
equally painful and inconvenient. The ufc too of 
thefe auxiliaries wonderfully flrengthens the 
fight, and becomes fo habitual, that when a dif- 
tant objed is to be viewed, thefe fhow eyes are^ 
employed as telefbopes. 

The fame fpirit of invention is confpicuous in 
their filhing and fowling implements » and their 
military weapons are not contemptibly executed. 
In the management of their canoes, they are very 
dexterous. Ihefe are conUruded ia a manner 
very fuitable to their occafions, eafy of trani'port-. 
ation, and quick in motion* Their frames are 
made of wood or whalebone, covered all over 
\yith feal-ikin parchment, to prevent the water 
running in, except a hole in the middle, edged 
with whalebone, large enough to receive the 
fleerfiuan. In thcfc boats they carry their little 
convenieneies for £lhing pr killing the lai^e ani- 
mals with which their fcas abound. Their har- 
poons, ufed in Ariking vv^h^les, are headed and 
pointed with fea-horfc teeth. To the barb is 
faftened a thong, at the extremity of which is a 
blown bladder, which fcrves as^a buoy. When 
tAe whale is at laft overcome WidV^Teaxhlcfs, they 
tow hJm a/hore, and ftim \i\m oi xScka \»\> >«i\i\Oti 
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fcrvcs both for food and light in their long 
wintry feafon. 

The Efquiraaux heve likewife boats of a larger 
fize and a different conflrudlion, generally rowed 
by women, and capable of carrying twenty por- 
fons. 

The (hips falling ifc \^'ith very large malfes of 
ice, by the 17th, made fall to fome of them, and 
filled the empty cafks- with frefh water out of the 
pools, generally found' at this foufon in their ca- 
vities. Two days after, the ice parting, they pro- 
ceeded under eafy fail; and at length reached 
Marble Ifland, from which the long boats of each 
ftiip were fent by Ciptain Ellis, under the com- 
mand of the mates, to make bbfervations on the 
tides, and to colled ftrch other lii^hts as might 
facilitate the execution of the main dcfign. Se- 
veral confiderable openings were difcovered to the 
welh^ard of the illand ; and it was found that 
the tide came from th« north-^atl, the courfe of 
thecoaft« .. ■ , . 

A council being held on the l6th of Auguft, 
it was agreed to defer any farther attempt at dif* 
covery till thc'Onfufng fummer, and to fteer to 
Fort Nelfon, w^ being the moft cligibfe fituation 
in Iludfon's Bay, both for the temperature of its 
chmate and the abundatfpe of its fupplies. 

The centre of Marble iAand lies itt 6 J deg. 5!!j 
min. n(;rth latitude; and 92 deg. wei) longitude. 
Itn greatell length is (ix leagues, and its common 
breadth is under one. At the weltern extremity 
the land is high, but finks at the ead. The land 
is one continued rock of a hard whitlfh macble^ 
ipr'wkled with vahous coloured t\yoi^. 

The tops of the hills exh\b\t a \o\c%.T\\c «^f^^^* 
Bnce, being tent and (^laxieicd iu ^ tutv^^"*^^^ 
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manner; and from fome of their caverns iiTues 
noile relcmbling the rolling of waves. From th 
impregnated Hate of the waters^ it is probable tha 
Clipper and. other ores are lodged h^rc. The val 
lies have a fhallow foil of turf, but little herbage 
The pools are covered vi-ith fowl of diifercr 
kinds, and deer are pretty numerous. The <»nl 
harbour is on the fouth-well part of the illanr 
which,, though difficult of entrance, is capacioi 
enough to contain one huncircd iail. 

The weather was very unfavouniLle during ih 
paflTage to Port Nelfon. They arrived in fight c 
the dangerous (hoals of that river on the 25th c 
Augull; and next day attempted to paCii the flat 
of Hayes's river, which the California fafcly el 
ftfdcd; but the Dobbs ran aground, and had i 
blown hard, mud have inevitably been loll.. 1 
this diftri'fling (ituation,. the Governor of th 
liudfon's Bay Company had the inhumanity t 
order Uie beacon to be cut down, that tlie ca^ 
tLiin of the Dobbs might be ftilL more ot a U>i 
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for encountering its feverity, Captain Ellis now 
turned his attention to the beft mode of fencing 
againft its eflfeds. The failors were employed in 
the conftrudion of log tents ior themfclves. Thefe 
were made of trees, cut about fixteen feef long, 
nufed clofe together, and meeting each other 
atop in an angle, like the roof of a houfe. The 
interftices between the logs were ftutfed with 
mofs, and the whole being plaillered over, made 
a comfortable hut. The door was low and fmall, 
and an aperture in the middle ferved as an outlet 
for the fmoke. 

Thefe erections were foon difpatched : but 
fomethittg more Commodious was wanted for the 
officers. ' A fihiation equally pleafant and conve- 
nient was chofen for their habitation. It was an 
eminence furrounded with trees; the main river 
dillai't about half a mile; and about one hundred 
and fifty yards froth the front lay Beaver Creek, 
a handfo^e bafon of water, which in profpedk 
refembled a grand canaT. The fite was protected 
from the moft inclement winds, by thick and 
lofty woods. ' - 

This fpot being fixed on. Captain Ellis drew a 
plan of the intended manfion, which was approv- 
ed. The hcufe was twenty-eight feet long, and 
eighteen wide ; it conlifted of one ' ftory, the 
lowerTooms fix, and the upper feven feet high ; 
the upper rooms were allotted to the captains and 
fome ot the principal officers, and tho lower to 
the fubaitcrns and fervants. The door was in 
- the middle of the front, arvd a itove was placed 
in the centre of the building, that every ^tfoxk 
wight eg iially part&ke of its heal. 

By the time that this ftiuclu»^ vfts cottv^^'V^^'* 
BMves's river W98 frozen quit^ Yx%.t4\ «^^'^ ^^ 
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early indications of what was to be expeded fr 
a liudfon's Bay river, began to appear. Alx 
the beginning of November, the ink froze by i 
fire, and the bottled beer, though well packed 
tow, and in a warm fituation, foon became a 
lid mafs. On the 6*th, the cold became ini'i 
portable abroad ; and therefore both officers a 
men repaired to their refpedtive winter quartc 
The officers named their man lion Moptaguc Mou 
in honour of the Duke of MoSitague, one of l 
patrons of the expedition. 
• . Before they left England, every provifion h 
been made to have drefles fuitable to the clima 
and about tWs time, it became neceflary to ha 
recourfe to them. The men, when equipped 
their brumal garb, found themfelvcji able towii 
Hand the keencll cold; and haviijg no other a> 
cation, employed all their Ikill and indullry 
fporting. A good markfman fumctinies kill 
fixty partridges in a day. Rabbits were caug 
in great numbers ; and animals of the fur ki: 
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which have a great influence on the weather in 
this quarter. 

While rabbits and- game were plentiful, little 
of the fhip provifioiis were ufed. When the i'e- 
verity of the weather rendered fporting inconve- 
nient, and' animals began to fliun the vicinity of 
their deftroyers, provilions were weekly conveyed 
from the (hips on fledges, drawn by men or dogs. 
The, dogs in this couutry, indeed, are the only 
b'-attsof bqrdcn; they are about the fize ofmaf- 
tift's ; they growl when provoked, but never 
bark; and are very docile and ufeful animals. 
They are capable of drawing more, and for a 
longer diilance, than men ; but require that their 
guides fliould beat a path for them with their 
ihow flioes. 

Th« feftivities of Chriftmlis were not negled- 
ed. : During this period of mirth, Captain Moor 
propofed, to lengthen, raife, and deck the long 
boat, to facilitate the attempts at difcovery ; and 
indeed without fuch an expedient, it would have 
been impoflible to navigate creeks and flioals, 
where a communication was fufped;ed. His plan 
was adopted ; and the boat was placed in fuch a 
fltuation, that the carpenters might conveniently 
work on her, without interruption from the cold 
or change of the atmofphcre. 

The coafts of this country extend from 51 to 
58 deg. north latitude, having Hudfon's Bay to 
the eaft, and Canada to the fouth ; but the 

^ boundaries to the wefl; and north are not yet 
afcertained. In the fouthern parts, where cap- 
tain Ellis wintered, the foil is fertile, confill- 
wg of a hofe dark mould, bedded \t\ c\?v.^ o1 ^v^- 
fercnt colours. In the proKimUy oi X\\^ ^^^^n 

the land is low and marfhy, aud coNeiYeAv4\>^^^^ 
\L 2 ^^^^ 
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rious trees; within land are extenfive plains, 
principally covered with mofs. There are a 
great variety of fhrubs of the berry kind^ and 
fomc plants of high medical repute. That 
vliich is known by the Indian name of WJzzc- 
kapukka, is much efieemed, both by the natives 
and the Engliih, as a fovereign remedy in nervous 
and fcorbutic difoiders. By the ddes of the lakes 
and n\er8, wild rice grows fpontaneoufly, in large 
quantities. At the Engliih lactones horticulture 
has made conHderable progrefs, and with no fmall 
fuccels, confidering the climate. Beans, peas, 
and turnips, and fev^ral kinds of fallad are pro- 
duced ill their gardens at Tort Votk, Albany, and 
Moofe River. 

Minerals are unqueftionably numerous here^ 
_Ca&iaiu VAim iuet wjch^^^>^ ure, a-nd copper. He 
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The ftars feem to burn with a fiery red, efpecial- 
ly iliofe which are near the horizon. 

When the feverity of winter had reached its 
greateft height, notwithllanding very large fijes 
were conftantly kept up, if a door or winaow 
was but opened, the external air rufhing in, in- 
ftantly converted the fmoke and vapour into fmall 
fnovv ; nor could the greateft heat that could be 
raifed keep the walls free from ice. The breath 
fettled in a hoar froft upon the blankets ; and 
whatever touched the walls became congealed. 

Strong brine, brandy, and even fpirits of wine 
frozej the latter to a confidence like oil. All 
liquors under proof became perfectly folid, ami 
burft the veflTels of whatever they were made. 
Game kept perfedly fwcet, without the ufe of 
fait, from Odober till April; it froze the inliant 
it wa^ killed, and did not begin to melt during 
that long interval. 

Naturalifts need not be told that in this coun- ,. 
try, hares, rabbits, and partridges aflbme the co- 
lour of fnow in winter; and tliat Providence has 
furniihcd the animals with extraordinary furs, to 
refiit the cold, whibh fall off as the warm.weaiher 
advances. 

In touching iron, or any fmooth, folid furface, 
it was ufual for the fingers to be frozen to it. If 
in drinking brandy or other liquor, the ton^^ue or 
lips were futfered to conif* in clofe contad with 
theglafs, the (kin wasufually left upon it. One 
of the failors, carrying a bottle of fpirits from 
Montague houfe to his log tent, having loft the 
cork, hopped it with his fingev ; bvxX. ^^\v^\\ \v^ 
wUhcd tu withdraw it, tound U \\w\>oV\\\Ao-\ wA 
be was obliged to lofe a joint, to m-aW^ xVve c\y\^ 
praaicabJe. Even /olid bodies acQUit^d ^nxcV^ 
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degree of cold as to refiil the effeds of heat f 
conQderable time. An axe, long expofed tc 
froll, on being brought clofe to the fire, and ] 
ing water poured upon it, has been infla 
formed into a cake of ice. 

The beer calks were buried twelve feet < 
in the earth, and wellbedded in grafs; yet i 
of them were frozen and burll. Others a 
we^re found to contain a folid mafs of ic( 
fome thicknefs from their lides ; the fpiriti 
part of the liquor being driven to the cei 
where it remained fluid, and acquired an ea 
ordinary degree of ftrength. 

From this defcription, it might be fuppc 
that this country was the moft uncomfortab 
the world, and the inhabitants the moil unha] 
but this is far from being the cafe. Wher 
man is placed, he has conveniences fuited t( 
condition and his nature ; and the natives oi 
hyperborean regions have their fhare of en 
ments as well as thofe who are denizens of 
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has had fuch a deleterious eifed on the inhabit- 
ants, who are within the reach of the Englifh 
fettlcments, that their very looks, H^Cy and adivi* 
ty are diminiftied by it. The French refufe to 
fell any liquors to them ; and fuch as trade with 
them are diilinguilhed, in confequence of this fa- 
lutary forbearance, by vigour and iriduftry; 
which redounds at once to the credit and advan- 
tage of that nation. 

They live in circular tents, covered with moofe 
and rein deer (kins fewed together ; and as their 
time is chiefly fpent in hunting, fpwling, and 
fifhing, they change their refidence according as 
circumftances operate on the plenty or fcarcity 
of their game. In their behaviour they are in- 
fluenced by the principles of a natural reditude^ 
which rellrains them from flagrant vices more 
ilrongly than the mod rigorous laws. 

The chiefs of every family Or tribe are generally 
thofe who are moil celebrated for experience and 
venerable for age; but theircommands are rather 
obeyed through deference than obligation, and 
their power is fupported by love, unaided by the 
engines of fear. 

As thefe people place no dependance for fup- 
port on the fruits of the earth, agriculture is al- 
mod unknown; and their principal activity is 
difplayed in hunting, which is both the fource of 
fubfiilence and of wealth. Every feafon they 
make a prodigious daughter of the deer> from the 
abfurd belief, that the more they deftroy, the 
greater plenty will fucceed. Hence they fre- 
quently kill them for no other ifwi^ofe vVvaxv v^ 
anfwer this fancied purpofe, and loie^Si «^ ^^\x 
fonguesf which »rc efteeiued \ik^ axt^X^^ ^«5^^* 
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On migratory birds, fuch as fwans, geefe, and 
dncks, they make great havoc; and likewife feed 
freely on the ftdtionary fowls of the country.' 
They generally boil the flefh, and eat it by it- 
felf ; drinking the water in which it is fodden, 
which is reputed wholefome. In a fimilar man- 
ner they drefs and eat th«ir fifh. 

The rivers and lakes are ftored with fliirgeon,' 
pike, and trout ; befides two delicious kinds of 
fifh, one called titymag, the other muthoy. The 
latter is fpotted with yellow aud white ; and in 
fhape rcfembles an eel. At the eftuaries of rivers . 
are plenty of falmon, and a fifh refembling a 
carp. 

The cufloms of thefe Indians are not very gal- 
lant. It is reckoned a high affront for a woman 
to ilep over, the legs of a man ; nor will they 
deign to drink out of the fame velTel with their 
wives. Every country has its peculiar abfuridi- 
ties ; and when thefe do not run counter to hu- 
manity and niorals, they are at leafl venial. One 
cuflom, however, we mufl notice with horror 
and execration. When parents become enfeebled 
by age, and unable to fupport themfeives, it is 
efteemed an a6l of duty in their children to 
flrangle them. This fliocking rite of favage 
duty is performed in the following manner: 
The old perfoii'i grave is dug, into which' 
he voluntarily ddccnds ; and after fmoking a ' " 
pipe, or perhaps drinking a dram or two, and 
converfini; with his children, he intimates that 
he is ready to fubmit to his fate. On this two 
of them put a thong; about K\s neck, and 
fliinding on oppofite fides of X.\\e. «\-iaLNe, >^\\>\n\q- 
J(^ptly, till he is ftrangkd. T\\c>| vWv\ t^^^^^^^Vvw^ 
'^/t/j ear Hi, and crefl a rude kioumcu^^^^ ^*^ ^^"^^ 
^'orthe fpot. ^^ 
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Such old people as have no children, require 
fhis lafl office trom the hands of their friends ; 
and it is thought unchariia(>le to refufe thexn« 
In a country where labour is effentially necef- 
^ fary for individual fubfiilence, and where the 
i mild precepts of a benevolent^ religion are un- 
known, it is not much to be wondered at, that 
an ufelefs or overgrown population fhould be 
etleeroed a misfortune. For this reafon, they 
• cruelly oblige their women to procure abortions, 
when their family is likely to be too numerous. 
Shocking as this pradice mud appear to every 
humane mind^ it is m^rcy itfelf, compared to the 
barbarous cuilom, ilill prevalent among the ci- 
vilized Chinefe, of expofing their children. 

Their religion confifts in the belief of a Being, 
of infinite goodnefs, whom they ftyle Ukkewma, 
the author of all their blcilings, in whofe honour, 
they fing hymns of praife. They alfo acknow- 
ledge another being, >«hom they call Wiltikka, 
the fource of evil ; and therefore the objedt of 
terror. 

Though conflant toil is neceflary to fuilain 
life, they have very little fprefight, and generally 
wanton away the happy days ef fummer in a gay 
indifference. Thus winter often finds them un- 
provided with any flore, fave a little dried veni- 
foB and fifh. Comforts are doled out to them 
with fuch a frugal hand, that they feem deter- 
mined to lofe no prefent enjoyment by the pain- 
ful anticipation of the future^ 

The Indians who refort to the European fa^o- 

ries in fummer, for the purpofes of traffic, are 

fowBtimesw theirjournies reduced tolWvtvvfe^Ot^^ 

expedient of fingeing off the fur f r©m \.\ie\T ^\xa^ 

^d fcedJDg on the leather. But am\^^ ^>^^^^ 
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extremities, they preferve a degree of equanimi- 
ty, which it is much eafier to admire than lo imi- 
tate. 

Cold, fevere as it is, in thefe long migrations, 
when undertaken i n winter, is fometimes the flight- 
eft evil they experience. A ftory is related at the 
fadories, and known to be true, which curdles 
the blood with horror. An Indian coming from 
a great diftance to trade, had the misfortune to 
meet with little game by the way, and was foon, 
with his wife and children, i*educed to the laft 
diftrcfs. They plucked the iur from their 
clothes ; and as long as they were able, preferved 
life by feeding on the fkins ; but this wretched 
refource failing, they were driven ti> the dreadful 
expedient of devouring two of their helplefs 
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The Englifh, who generally refide here, are 
little affeded by this cruel difeafe, which they 
attribute chiefly to the conftant ufe of fpruce 
beer. 

The whole month of January waj unremit- 
tingly fevere. Towards the middle of February, 
the weather began to relax a little ; and about 
the conclufion of that month, orders were given 
to cut the ice round the fhips, which was per- 
formed with chiflels and pickaxes. The guns 
and weighty articles were now landed, that the 
ihips might float the eafler, as foon as the ice 
'broke. March afforded a variety of weather : the 
fnow melted in a funny expofure ; and towards 
the end of that month, fome herbage began to 
peep out on banks fronting the fouth. The ri- 
vers and plains began to be covered with water ; 
and the commanders had fome apprehenfions 
that the fliips might be endangered by a fuddea 
thaw ; to prevent which, every precaution was 
ufed, and a fufficient number of men, with proper 
officers, were put on board. But April opened 
in fuch a manner as allayed their fears in this 
refped. The ice gradually melted away ; and 
abundance of wild fowl revifited their forfaken 
haunts. Flights of fmall birds made their ap- 
pearance. Their plumage indeed was not very 
beautiful ;^ but the harmony of their notes enli- 
vened the gloomy fcene. 

The weather, however, was alternately fharp, 
ilormy, and moderate) without fettling till about 
the 6th of May; when it became temperate, and 
the creek where the (hips lay, imperceptibly free 
from ice. The long boat, which by >Nii.^ ol ^\V 
tiij<^/oji, was called the llefolution, bevi\^ <iQ^v^- 
pe^ in tbefiyle imendQd, wa^ now \^uuc\kft^ \ ^^A 
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oh the 9tb of JuBe, the fhips fell down the river 
as far as the fa^ory of York F<)rt, in order to 
proceed to fea. 

York Fort is fituated on the fouthern branch 
of Port Nelfon River, in a fraall plain, environed 
on three fides by woods, bnt open to the water. 
To the favages it has a formidable appearance ; 
but would not be tenable againfi a regular at- 
tack. 

On the 2^^th of June, Captain Ellis weighed 
anchor, and paffing the fhoals, flood to the north- 
ward with a fair wind. The next day they fell 
in with much broken ice ; but avoided the moil 
dangerous maflef, by keeping clofe in with the 
(hore. 

The fucceedingday, the Rcfolution came along 
fide of the Dobbs, and took in fufficient ftores 
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they foon brought a large quantity of that com- 
modity, and many bladders filled with train oil. 
The whalebone was fpeedily purchafed with 
hatchets, knives, and bits of iron hoops ; but as 
the oil waii too cumbrous, it was rejeded on any 
terms. 

A cifcumdance happened here which filled 
Captain £llis and company with aflonifliment. 
In failing through the ice among the iflands that 
"vere fcatti:red in that quarter, the needles loft 
their magnetic power; and, on being touched 
with an at tificial magnet, foon again loft the in- 
fluence the^' had acquired. This phenomenon 
occafioned much /peculation ; however, the com- 
paftes beibig carried to a warm place, quickly re- 
fumed the in polarity. 

The cap tain igain attempted to eliter the open- 
ing before noticed ; but the ice driving back- 
wards and forwards with much violence, prevent- 
ed his apiproach. Here fix canoes brought off a 
cargo of f vhalebone, which was purchafed on very 
advantageous terms. 

The Relblution next ftcered to the north-weft; 
and furmoumting feveral difficulties, entered Ne- 
vill's Bay. Onrepafiingfome flioals, with an in- 
tention to c oaft to the northward, the tide fwept 
the veflel on a rid* of rocks, where (lie narrowly 
efcaped beiing dafiied in pieces. While in this 
perilous fitu ation, feveral Indian canoes came off 
with whaleibone, which Was exchanged for the 
'dfual articles. The Efquiraaux perceived the 
diftrefs of th e Refolution ; but, far from taking 
any advant^i^ :e of it, they rendered Ca\)tain Ellla 
tCtrmiHl ferv ice, by condu6l;ng b\rv\ \.\i\o>\'^ >«i^^ 
ihoals into d cp ivatcr. This UiWV^ ^l v^^\*l^\v 
. Vol. nif ^ F ^>^fi 
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dye to thefe people; as tl^ey were the probable' 
inftruriients of faviiig the party from deftruc- 
• tion. 

Captain Ellis does juftice to the induftry and 
ingenuity of thefe Indians, which he exempli- 
fies in the mode of preparing their harpoons, 
their ' hatchets, and their knives, from ftones* 
fea-horfe teeth, and fea-unicorns horns. In 
drefs, they confiderably differ from thofe about 
Fort Nelfon; though there is a Ihong coincidence 
in language, features, ^nd culloms. The wo- 
men have a ghaflly appearante, as they wear 
their hair over their eyes, and a cap of bnfllkloes 
(kin, to prevent the attacks of ihe niufqaetocs, 
which are here excelfivefy troublefortie. Train . 
oil is the favourite beverage of thefe people ; and 
it feems congenial to the climate, and falutaryto 
health. In the rocky and remote iilandofSt^ 
Kilda, on the'coaft of Scotland, the natives de- 
light in the oil drawn from the fat of Soland 
geefc, which is nearly as rancid. In u rigorous 
climate, a greafy kind of food feems mofi na- 
tural ; and Providence furniflics it in moll abun- 
dance ; in a warm climate, drying a!jiment and 
drink is moll plentiful and moft cftecaiied. 

The manner in which thefe Itidijns kindle a 
fire is very curious. They prepare t«.vo pieces of 
dry wood, and making a fmall hole in each, lit 
into them a little cylindrical piece of wood, 
round which they twill a thong; then pulling 
the ends of this thong, they whirl the cylinder 
about with fuch velocity, that the motion fet» 
the wood on lire, which they feed with a little 
dry niofs, in lieu of tinder. 
Thefe poor creatucs'ai^SpeaTe^ \.o*\w^^ wci ♦sltvo- 
iure ofjealoiifff aud ixiaAz ^omviovxiW'^x^'&Y^^^- 
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gard to their wives, which decency forbids us to 
mention. But it feems they were adtuated by 
motives not eafily accounted for. They acknow- 
ledge the fuperiority of the Europeans ; and ima- 
gine, in the moil literal fenfe, that every being 
begets his likenefs ; and that the fon of a cap- 
tain mull infallibly be a captain alfo. 

On the t^th of July they anchored at Sea- 
Horfe Ifland, fo calle4 from the immenfe num- 
ber of thofe animals that refort thither. This 
being th* feafon of propagation, they^wcre ex- 
tremely furious, and roared in a terrible manner. 

Next day they flood along (hore, among fmall 
iilands, and floating ice, till they arrived at 
Whale Cove, in latitude 62 deg. 30 min north. 
To the weflward of this place, they difcovcred 
a bay with many illands, from which they were 
i^iiited by a few Indians. 

On one of thefe iflands, Captain Ellis and 
Moor landed, where they were met by feveral 
women and children, the men being engaged 
in fifhing. Afcending thehighefl ground, they 
looked out for fome confiderable opening, but 
in vain ; and obferving the tide came in from 
the eaflward, they were convinced that none ex- 
ifted thereabout. 

'1 he following day they difcovered a large 
opening running to the weftsvard, to which Cap- 
tain Ellis gave the appellation of Corbet's Inlet ; 
but obferving the tide Aill flowing from the eafl- 
watd, they did not think it neceffary to enter it. 
After a Ihort intercourfe with the Efquimaux ; 
and taking in frefh water, they refolved to 5:e- 
tura to the (hips, which thev foutid t^i^ ^\.'^\^\- 

F 2 ^^ 
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In the abfence of this reconnoitcriJig part] 
the Dobbs galley had been expofed to nmch dan 
ger from the ice, near Rankin's inlet; int 
which place Captain Smith had fent a boat o 
difcovery ; but, after failing Bh^t thirty leagnei 
it was found to terminate in a bay. 

The morning that the Refolution joiiaed, Cap 
tain Smith, of the California, had feTit his Ion 
boat, under the command of his fecond mate, t 
fearch the coall between Cape Jalabert and Cap 
Fullerton. 

While the (hips remained here, they were vi 
fited by a few Efquimaux ; but a grciat gun b€ 
ing fired at their departure, re-echoted in fuc 
a dreadfuLmannner from the nelghbouHng rocki 
as fright<7ned them from returning nt^ain. 
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fome plants were feen ; ameng the re'll a vetch 
in bloom, Confiderablc numbers of deer were 
feen - browfing on the fides of the hills. The 
fea-weeds were of an extraordinary luxuriance ; 
■which was the more remarkable, as there were 
few vegetables on fhore. 

After purfning different routes, to find the 
boats fent out on difcovery, Captain Ellis, in the 
Dobbs, arrived at Cape Fry, without making 
any important remarks; and had the fatisfadion 
to find the California in company with the two 
boats, of which they had been in quell. The 
officers on board them reported, that they found 
an inlet in latitude 64 dcg. north, upwards of 
three leagues wide at the entrance, but, upon 
failing farther, it became fix or feven leagues 
broad. In lefs than twenty leagues from its 
moutk, it again narrowed to four leagues ; but 
though they could perceive the (bores open again, 
they were difcouraged from proceeding farther, 
by obferving, that the water, by degrees, became 
more turbid, fhallow, and frefh. In their paflT- 
age, they fell in with numerous Efquirnaux, 
who fupplied them with venifon on the eafieft 
terms. 

Captain Ellis obfervcs, '* that it is highly pro- 
bable this inlet may have fome communication 
with the great lake within land, which may, 
perhaps, have another outlet into the Weftern 
Ocean". An opinion unconfirmed by fubfo- 
quent difcoverie*. 

The fhips being near Wager's Strai^i^ht, and 

abfolutely cerrain, that the tide u\ \\v^ VNsi\v:v.N\wi. 

came from the north, the ca^>Uu\s, coT\v\^ix\\v^ 

Ae warm difputi^. to which th\s Vva^ ^\N^tv ^x'^^ 

betneea Mr. Dobbs and cantavu ^VvOl^V^^oxv, ;c' 

F3 ^^^' 
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folved to liy whether it was really a ftrc^g^t in 
Weftern Oc^» as the former of thofegeDl 
men had concluded ; or a freih water' river^ 
the latter had aflerted. 

Wager^s Strai^t, $b it was then called, i| 
65 deg^ 33 imn. north latitude, and in 83 d 
weft longitude' from I^ohdon. .X^e narrow 
part of this channel is about &ve leagues to 1 
weft^ard of Cape Dobbs; and there the f 
flows with iincommon rie4>idity. While ; 
(hips w^re in this place, the mariners had lit 
control .4>ver. them ; for the llrength of the c 
rent carried the California, four or five tir 
round/ lb fpite of all the efibrls of the creWi^ 1 
water ragrd, foamed, boiled, and whirled ab< 
like a great totrtnt, broken |>y many rocks, i 
manner both aweful and furprifing. 

Hav^g pafled Savage Sound, the nayigat; 
became more fafe and eafy. On the 30th, C 
taiti Ellis was off Deer Sound/ and foon anch 
ed in Dowglas Uurbour. 
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TefemUing the found of an immenfe catara^ ; 
but not being able to difcover the caufe, they 
judged it prudent to come to an ahchor, and to 
land to reconnoitre. 

A party having with difficulty afcended feme 
eminences on fliore, found il fo dark that they 
were obliged to return without making any dif- 
coveries. 

In afcending thefe rocky mountains, the pro- 
fped was as gloomy and as grand as ever was 
leen by mortal eyes. While they walked along 
the beach, the pendant rocks feemed ready to fall 
, on their heads ; and the water dafhirig from ^ 
cliff to cliff, made a horrid noife. The /bore 
was ftrcwed with fragments of rocks, torn from 
the mountain tops, by the expan five power of 
froil ; and many maifes hung in fuch a form, as 
if every moment ready to tumble iirto the plain. 

The tremendous noife, and the uncertainty of 
its caule, rendered the night tedious and reft- 
lefs. Early in the morning. Captain Ellis went 
on fliore a<^in, and foon difcovered that the 
ailounding n«ife was occafioned by the tide be- 
ing confined in a pa(fago,. not more than fixty 
yards wide, where the volume of water and its 
rapidity were exceeding great. This barrier is 
about one hundred and fifty miles from the en- 
trance of the ilraight ; and beyond it. Captain 
Ellis obferved, that it opened to live or fix miles 
in width, to the weft ward ; whieh ftiil gave the 
hopes of a communication. 

1 laving paflTed the fail with lefs difficulty than 
•was expected from its appearance at ebli \ vXx^"^ 
found the fJiores on both fu\e* \et^ ^^v^^$^ ^^^^ 
no ground to be felt with ;i \\t\^i oi ow^i Vw^^^^ 
^d forty fatboms. Here fouv^ o'i xX^fc ^-^^^^^^ 
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vifited them, and brought dried venifon s 
other provifioHs, to exchange for European cc 
modities. 

Seals and white whales were dill numero 
but the water frcOiening, mod of the conipi 
were dilcouragcd, and begaji to lofe the hope 
iinding this the communication they exped 
On the evening of the 3d of Auguft, their apj 
henhons weie realized : the water all at once 
came fhoaly ; and, on examination, they had 
mortification to find that the fancied paflage i 
miljated in two fmall unnavigablie rivers, on< 
which plainly ifiued from a^ large lake pn 
fouth-welt. . 

\Vhile they remained at this place, fevi 
canoes came otf with deer and bufialoes fl< 
and fojue dried falmon which were readily p 
cl»red. Captain Ellis encouraged thefe pec 
to bring more fupplies ; and, by way of curioi 
purchafed whatever they offered for fale. H 
in^ in^vatiatcd hinifolTwith ihem, he errieavc 
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other ncgociation, they were friendly and eafy, 
rejeded the overture in fuch a manner, as roani« 
fe^ed their dif approbation. 

On the 4th of Auguft, the- boats weighed, 
and began to mcafure back their courfe to the 
Aiips. The wind being contrary and high, they 
took fhelter for fome hours in a cove under-the 
fouth Ihorc. That night the California's boajt 
loft a roan ; who was unfortunately knocked 
overboard by the fudden fhifting of the mainfaiL 
On the 6th, they repalfed the fall, and next day 
reached 'the (hips. 

A council was immediately held to receive 
the report, and Mr. Thompfon, the furgeon, in- 
timating the polTibility of a paflage towards the 
north ihore, which the wind and weather had 
prevented them from approaching (ufficiently 
near, in th)B late expedition ; it was agreed that 
another attempt fhould be made, and that no 
probable communication Hiould be left linex- 
• plored. 

Accordingly, Captain Ellis, attended by the 
fui^geon, and a few more, fet out in the Refolu- 
tion, to obtain fatisfadion on this poipt. In 
theif paflage they . faw many whales and feals ; 
but foon found themfelves embayed by the 
coaft and iflands, and were convinced that no 
navigable opening exiilcd. Again fruflrated in 
their expedations, they returned to the ihips, 
after no more than one day's abfence. 

On the 15th of Auguft» they left Douglas 

Harbour; and in the Narrows, entering the 

Wager, were detained by a flood tide for feveral 

lours. On the I/th, being \u X\xe N^Ar.^\ssr.> 

mear Low Breach^ it was propofeAlo ^c^ >^vCcv^^ 

9o.d try the tide. According\^^ C^.^Xa«i^K&s 
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'and the chief mate, with fome hands fet out in 
a boat for that purpofe; but the time of high 
water being pall before they could reach the 
Ihore, anddarknefsifetting inj it was neceflary 
to wait the return of the tide, to execute the 
commiffion with any certainty. For fome hou» 
the Dobbs continued firing fi^nal guns; but 
either the wind or the tide driving her to the 
northward, by day break (he was both out of 
tight and out of hearing . 

The bufinefs on which Captain Ellis went, 
being accompliflied, and the diredion of the 
tide being afcertained to come from the north, 
he next began to confider how to get on board. 
Having loll fight of the (hip ; not knowing what 
courfe to (leer to recover her ; the wind begin- 
ning to blow frcfli ; and the fnow to fall, were 
circumflances of terror that could not fail to 
make a (Irong impreffion on the minds of the 
mod refolute. 

In this fituation, fo unexpaded and fo alarm- 
ing, Captain Ellis exerted himfelf to the utmoft, 
to encourage his people; and fet before them 
every llinuilus to endeavour, and every danger of 
relaxation. To regain the (hip was the only 
chance of prefervation ; they had fcarcely a day s 
provifions aboard ; and neither men nor bead was 
to be found on this inhofpitable coaft. 

Putting to fea, and draining every nerve, to 
their unfpeakable joy, about twelve leagues from 
the (hore, they efpied the (hips, and providential 
it was for them that they did fo ; for the wind 
and fea. foon rofe fo high, and the weather be- 
came fo thick and dark, tViatxVe^ TKvx^YBKHvta- 
I^J/ have periihiid in the bosit. 
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On the igih they turned the Refolution adrift, 
and agreed to bear away for England. On the 
29tb they: entered Hudfon's Straights, and en- 
joyed plcafant weather till the 3d of September, 
when it began to alter infinitely for the \vorfc. 
Thick and noifome fogs were prevalent ; and 
perhaps this difpofition of the air m^dc the 
crews relapfe into the fcurvy, from which they 
liad been for fome time exempted. This was 
the more Unfortunate, on account of the dan- 
gerous navigation of thofe feas, arifing from 
the narrownefs of the ftraights, the want of 
foundings, the floating, mountains of ice, and 
the difmal darknefs of the atmofphere. Terrific, 
however, as a combination of fuch circumllances 
jnufi be, a conftant watch and flridl difciplino 
are generally found to prevent any fcrious dan- 
gers; and hence the Hudfon's Bay, fliips make 
their annual voyages with as few difaflers as 
thofe which navigate the moil placid feas. 

A prodigious rippling of the fea, occafioned 
by the tide fetting ftrongly againft a frefh wind, 
convinced them that they were near the ifles of 
Refolution. Here feveral mountains of ice hove 
in fight; but as the (hips were rapidly advancing 
to a wanner climate, thefe were foon left be- 
hind. 

A dreadful ftorm overtook them on the 12th, 
in which confiderable damage was fuflaiued ; 
and the California was feparated from the 
Dobbs, and did not rejoin her till after (lie 
reached Carftown, in the ifland of Pomona. 

After refrefliing in this harbour for a week, 
they continued their courfe for Etv^\vv.vuU vivA 
arrived fate in X armouth Roads, ou v^^ ^^^-^^ ^'^ 
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Odober; bavii|g been abfent from tl 
year, four months, and feventeeen day 
Thus ended a voyage that had raift 
pedationsof ailthe maritime countries o 
and left them difappointed. It, how< 
minated the difpute from which this c 
originated ; and it has fatisfied the m( 
diced, that, (hould a paflage adually es 
never bie found ufeful for any commei 
pofe?. 




^ VOYAGES OF 

CAPTAIN WILUAM DAMPIER, 
ROUND THE WOKLD^ &c. 



BEFORE we enter on tke life and adve»- 
turcs of Dampier, it maj by neceflary to 
give a ihort hiflory of the Buccaneers, a ctefciip* 
tion of men with whom ke wai& clofely conned- 
edy and with whom he alfociatcd too long. 

No fooner had the Spaniards pofleflfed them* 
felves of the rich and fertile provinces of South 
America, than predatory ekpediti oils were fitted 
out againft tliem, by individuals, belonging to 
thofe nations, with whom they were at war. 
This, as we have obferved on another occalion, 
was the cheap and difgrace^l mode of annoy* 
ing an enemy ; and gorernrnqits, during the 

* laft and precec^ng centuries, were not ffuffi* 
ciendy enlightened, or f»fficiently honeft, to 
withoid their fandion from ft fpe.cies of pirati- 
cal warfare, in the pluiider of wbseh they fre* 
gently participated. 

Though we have (HU to lament the pretal* 

' ence of devailation, arifing from mad ambition 
or accurfed avarice, we muft do the age we live 
in the juitice, to allow, that war is ftripped of 
many of its former horrors ; and that «i ^«tv^^ ^ 
mora) reditade and honourabW i^tvXmftxa \% 
fiSbJe ia iia ma& dreadful operaxVofi^ vreiw^% ^- 

riihed natioof. A iuft difcnl!ii«i%^:voxv *^^^yf* 
Vol. HI. '^ Q ^ titeSaV^'^ 



cftabliflied between the voluntary cri 
the implicated innocent; and the cor 
fovereigns, though often fatal to the,] 
der the prefent fyftem of things, are 
tended to private property. 

But the buccaneers did not alwi 
themfelves to revenge the wrongs of 
tryi by every means of pillage ; they 
in defiance of legal power, carried 
over feas and (hore, ftimulated by ' 
gain alone, and therefore, could onlj 
pirates of the word clafs, and of the 
doned principles. R^ardlefs of the 
rights of nations, djuring profound pea 
governments, they fonietimes exercife* 
t<^ an extent unjuilifiable, where opcr 
avowed. 

This clafs of men, who once made : 
in naval hiftory,. was generally compo 
as were low in their origin, or ruin< 
fortunes; and they were more diftin^ 
the mifchief they did, than for. the 
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trade. He had the misfortune to lofe them both 
while he was very young ; nor do we find on 
whom the care of his juvenile years devolved. 
Early, however, he gave indications of a roving 
difpofition and a fondnefs for fea. In compli- 
ance with this humour, he was bound, about the 
year l66'9, to the mailer of a fhip at Weymouth, 
with whom he made a voyage to France the fame 
year; and, in the following, went in the fame 
fcrvice to Newfoundland. The feverity of that 
climate, and the hard (hips he had encTured, cool- 
ed a little his youthful fervor ; and, on his re- 
turn from Newfoundland, he vifited his friends 
in the country, and appeared to have loft much 
of his eagernefs for a maiitime life. 

His native propenfity, however, foon returned; 
and, on his hearing that a fliip was fpeedily to 
fail from the port of London for the Eaft Indies, 
he repaired to town, and entered himfelf as a 
common manner. In this fituation, he made a 
voyage to Bantam; and returned much improv- 
ed in naval experience and general knowledge. 
He arrived in England in January 17 ()2 ; and 
foon after, retired to his brother's houfe in So- 
merfetfhire, where he remained the following 
fummer. 

Next year he entered on board the Prince 
Royal, commanded by the famous Sir Edward 
Spragge, and was prefent in two engagements 
againft the Dutch; but falling fick, was put on 
- board an hofpital (hip a few days before the laft 
battle, in which his brave commander fell. 

Having recovered his health, he revifited his 

native country, where he fell ixv com^^-wj viVCa. 

Colonel . UeLlier, a gentleman viYvo Wd ^\^^^ 

plantation in Jamaica; and b\ Vi\m, Tivc^^^"^^ 
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was engaged to go out as fuperintendent of his 
Weft India property. In this fervice^ ke iailed 
from the Thames in the fpring of l674| and re- 
fided foDM mouths in Jamaica; biit difliking the 
employment he filled^ at the perfuafion of Cap* 
tain Hodfell, lie enliiled himXclf among the log 
Cutters; and in this capacity embarked for the 
Ba^ of Campeachy. Here he exerted his ufual 
adhvity; and underwent many and fevere hard- 
ships, before he could return to Jamaica, which 
he did about the cloie of l676» 

In the February following, he returned to 
(^ampeachy with greater profpeds of advantage; 
and making himfelf perfectly oAller of the bufi* 
nefs in which he was engaged^ b^an to form 
fome proje6b of adyancing his fortune, as a trader 
;n logwood. This, however, made it neceflary 
for him to revilit England, where he landed in 
167 i* During his continuance in the Bay of 
Campeachy, he had been introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of ibme buccaneers, which, probably, 
kd him afterwards to embrace a kind of life, of 
which, it is certain, at a future period, he was 
very much alhamed. Hence he has concealed 
pr palliated many circmuftances in his adven- 
tures, that he conceived were injurious to hi^ re- 
putation. 

_ Dampier, however, did not M once abandon 
his original fcheme of following the trade of a 
log cutter; and wiih this view, he failed to Ja- 
maica in 1769 ; but for rcafons unknown, dian^- 
ed his refolution of fettling at Campeaohy ; aw 
jnvcfting the property he had acquired m a 
fm&ll e^ate in DorVeKhvce, agreed to take a trip 
to the continent with aineivdi^^t A\cJtkVjOtf&s» 
iu3 return to his nati\« \aiid* 
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' Soon after fetting out, Captain Hobby came 
to an anchor in Nigra} Bay, in Jamaica^ where 
Captains Coxon, Sawkins, Sharpe, and other 
buccaneers were then, lying. Hobby's men, daz- 

• «lcd with the profpedl; of greater gain, defertcd 
hirn, and entered on board thcfe vefl'els ; and 
Dampier, finding that his folitary afliftancc could 
not much avail his friend, at laft confepted to 
take a part in the fame expedition, 

They firft proceeded againft porto Bello, where 
me*etingwith fuccefs, they took the refolution p 
croffing the lilhmus of Darien, in order to pur-» 
fue thfcir predatory defigns in the South Seas. 
Captain Sawkins, being chofcn their leader, the 
buccaneers, to the number of three or four hun-f 

- dred men, marched towards Santa Martha on the 
Pacific Ocean, which they took without much 
difficulty ; but were difappointed in the rich 
fpoils they expected; and in confequence, quar" 

■ relied with one another, and in the event parted 
company. 

As the defign upon Panama was viewed in a 
favourable light by feveral in this fratturiity, a 
body of them went forward, and made an altacH 
on Puebla Nova, in which they were dcteatcd, 
and Sawkins killed ; while Coxon and others 
proceeded to the North Seas ; and there continued 
thei r depredations . 

After the death of Sawkins, Captain Sharpe 
was promoted to the command ; but the com- 
pany, who aflTumod a paramount authority, foon 
difpiaced him, and chofe Captain Watling in his 
room. Under this officer, an aUerc\\k\. '^m^ "kv"^^^ 
on Arica, wbici} proved iJU^OTtuwiiA.c-, ^^s^ ^^ 

ficyv commander /oil in the aavoiu 

G3 



As the buccaneerti 1»eg^A to be fenghle^ that 
vitheut iubordiuation, all tkeir feh«unes. would 
p^ove ai>ortkve, they proceeded to ajiother elec- 
tion ; when it appeare/l, that there were two fac- 
tions, irreconcileahly bent on fulHnittingto adif- 
^ ferent conunaader. Another fepacation was4hiis 
inevitable ; and ou putting it to the decifion of 
the lots, which party ihould retain the ihip, that 
to which Dampier adhered proved unfortnpate^ 
and Captain Sharpe obtained the prize. 

On the 17th of April 168I, the di£appointed 
fadion, without acknowledging any comnuoider, 
refohed to profecute their defign of repoffing the 
Iflhmns, though they were but forty-feven men 
in all; afid their artificial force and provifioas 
very flehder. Thii is one of the boldeft under- 
takings ever projeded by defperate men* Be- 
ginning their journey over land on the lil of 
May, In the fpace of twenty-two days they ac- 
conaplifhed their purpofe without any confider- 
able lofs. In their progrefs they palTed over lofty 
mountains, travelled through i^nfrequented vales, 
and forded or fwam acrofs deep- and dangerous 
rivers, with^ undaunted refc^ution. 

It is a common remark, that particular powers 
lie dormant in the mind and b<>dyof man, which 
can only be called forth on pi^rticular conjunc- 
tures. And never was this obfervation more 
fully v6riti<j(i than in the cafe of thefe people, 
who, on a hoilile fhore, unfurnilhed with ade- 
quate refources, and apparent;ly dcfolate and for- 
fuken, were yet able to elfe6luate a paffage, 
which /carcely any fet of mcvv, on the principles 
of mature and deViborale te^Av^u^^^x^^ ^n^^Vw^ 
thought of undertaking. 
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Having reached the nerth fhore, they imxnedi- 
atoiy embarked on board the fliip of Captain 
Tridnaoy a Frenchman; and within two days 
j/oioed eight otiber buccajieering veifels. Thefe 
adventapers had it in contemplation to attempt 
azwther expedition, over land, to Panama^ but 
tbo daager of fuch an undertaking bdng fuliy 
and fairly rcprofented to them, they abandoned 
this deiign ; and proceeded to make ibn attack 
on Spamih Town, lying on Carpenter's' Baver; 
for which purpofe, the ihips foccedively failed. 

That which carried Dampier arriving a^ the 
place of rendezvous, found kn Engliih captam 
there, ^of the pame of Wright, who had lately 
taken a Spanifh tartan, part of a fquadron of 
fmall frigates, that had been in qucfl of the 
pirates. ^ Dampier and his friends joined in re- 
Auefting him to fit out this tartan -for them, 
which deli re was granted, on condition of their 
adtuig under his command. As the romai4ader 
.of the fleet did not arrive at the appointed time, 
it was concluded, that they had been either 
taken or d if per fed by the enemy, ImprefTed 
with this belief they felt themfelves at liberty to 
purfue their owii particular defigns. Accord- 
ingly, Captain Wright Hood for Carthagena ; 
and beihg joined by Captain Yanky, they took 
a prize laden with fugar and tobacco. 

The booty being diviid'ed, the captains again 
parted ; Wright (landing towards the Caracca 
coail, where he took three barks. Captain Yan- 
key, had 'one Cooke for his quarter-mallvr, who, 
according to the buccaneer xe^viVBiUoxN.'^^ n^^^. ^vi.- 
cond in comtmind ; and hav\u« X.'ak'i^ ^l'^'^^^x^^ 
prize, Cooke obtaiaed lUe i\\\v, «^^^ ^ "^^^ 
ircrc inclined, wero free to iomX^im- 
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After a varioty n( accidents and 
Hnjotig tilt* commanders, who were 
each olher, Dumpier, (ind tibout iweo 
tflined one ot the barks t-ftptur*^ 1 
AV right, and failed i'or Virgima ; w\ 
in \vi:h tht- abave-mcntiDiied Captain 
was an old acquajntance, and uhofe 
refolved tr> lUlow* Danipicr had A 
drefb to hrin^ over moft of hii compaj 
fame refoiuti^jn, to the great farisfai 
conyiiajider, in ^vhofe intcreA he had 

Afii-T thcfe ddultory expeditions, i 
have feen Dampier was concerned, 1 
came more fiacionary ; and ihe hi. 
givtin uf hiniftlf legularly commeij 
period. 

Captain Cooke failed from Acha^l^ 
ginia, on the '23(\ of Auguft l683; 
his courfe for the Cape Verd Hlar 
paflagf% hti encountered a vt^jlcnt flo. 
day±» duration ; hut eicnped withuut c 
dama'^e. 
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fherofelves in latitude 48 deg. fouth ; aad two 
days after, defcried a Ihip, which, at firil, they 
took for a Spaaiiard, but afterwards found, (lie 
bdonged U) their own country, and was ccnn- 
manded by Captain Eaton. Thefe veffels pror 
ceeded in company to the Ifle Juan Fernandez. 

No fooner had Captain Cooke moored there, 
than Dampier, recoiledting that a Moikito man 
had accidentally been left on that ifland in l^Sl, 

-when lie failed with Captain Watling, eagedy 
got on fliore, with a view of refcuing this un-* 
laappy perfon, ihould he fdll be alive ; and fuU 
of curioiity to know his adventures. 

This poor fellow, it feems, felt no lefs anxiety 
to obtain feme intelligence of his friends, when 
he perceived that the Ihipi, which were ap- 
pdToaching his folitary domain,^ belonged to Engr 

^ Jan4. In hopes that they would come to an an- 
chor there, he had bufied hinifelf in killing three ' 
goatSy and colleding greens, to entertain th^ 
crews, as Coon as he was able to afcertain to what 
jcountry the fliips belonged. Ho was ready on 
the beach before the vefiels could he wedl fecur- 
e4; and one of his countrymen being on board, 
it is impoilible to defcribe the lively emotions of 
joy they felt, at this accidental interview. 

The Moikito man on board had obtained the 
name of Robin; his countryman on the iiland 
was named Will. They embraced each other 
with the moil affedhonate ihow. of regard ; and 
the furprife, the tendemefs, and the foiemraty 01 
the' meeting excited correfpondent feelings in 
the bofoms of the whole company, who, from 
pn^efliona] hahats^ were noi m\xc\x vucXvtw^^ Xk^ 
giw way to fciifibiiity. 
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When Dam pur cume up, Will 
tranlpLhrled to See liiin than his couii 
he e\prelied it in amaiier manner, 
happiiiefs, too, to find oiKer Iriend 
irrew ; and a meeii!i^ fo unexpedecl 
iij^hell degree gi;iiiiivil tu all- Ti- 
intiettd, tvere. univerfal iavoftntts am 
cancers, from the alacrity Iht-y aiwa 
'.exi^age in thtir expeditions, end the 
yiccs the) rendered on fiiip board. 

t Cortriiiunies ol congiatukiions hei: 
■■was interrogated in what manner h 
lis time, and what adv<^ntures ] 

. through on the iilaiid. He intormC' 
the Spaniards bad Ttveral nraes bifc 
bJETij tn^fwiiiii he had been kit ther 
by contra nt vigilance, and occupyii 
tveat, tbey had never been uble 1 
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dered foft and eafy with tho fur of beails, and the . 
teoder plumage of birds. 

Clothes he had none remaining. What he had 
on his back, at the time he was deferted by his 
companions, were foon worn out, or torn among 
the brambles, through which he purfued his prey. 
During the fpace of nearly three years, he had 
not converfed with any human* being; and 
though he had feen Spaniards, he took care they 
fhould never fee him. 

The buccaneers left this ifland on the 8th of 
•April, and then failed towards the equinodial. 
It is almoft needlefs to fay, that they received 
poor Will on board, with n>utual fatisfa^tion ; 
he happy to be reftored -to human focicty, the 
crew pleafed to gain an acceiiion to their num- 
bers. 

On the 3dof May, they took a. (hip laden with 
timber; and at the fame time gained informa- 
tion, that the Spaniards were apprized ot their 
being in the South Seas ; and that they had made 
foma preparations for their reception. 

Depending on the intelligence received from 
their prifoners, relative to ti.e llate of the coaft, they 
thought of attacking Truxillo; out afterwards 
cap^urinj^ fome vefiels laden with flour for Lima, 
they found a letter on board one of the prixes, 
from which they learned, that this city was put 
iuto a ftate of defence. In confequeuce of this, 
they abandoned their defign, and failed for the 
Gallipagos Iflands, whete they laid up five hun- 
dred facks of meal for a fea-ftore; and regaled 
themfelves with the turtle aboundingonthecoafts. 

Theii^ ne-xt deftfnation was RvAljeiXBi^ NsiVkSv^ 
tbey were flatteved with the Vvo^^es oi ^xv^\^% 
ouch t^eafure. An ladian pritosk^x ^xoittv^^^ V> 
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condu^ them thither, en whofe fin 
thought proper to rely, intending, I 
touch at th« Ifland of Cocoas, in 5 d 
fonth latitude, they fleered thither; 
it impoifible, with all their flcill, to 
port. Tb^y, therefore, direded tber 
the continent; and on their way lof 
tain, whofe death difconcerted them c 

That they might perform the rites < 
to their deceafed officer, with ail th< 
in their power, they (leered for Cc 
where they anchored. While fome c 
were digging a grave,^ three Indians 
entered into converfation with them, 
ing rife to fufpicion, they were feized, 
to be fpies, fent from a town at fome 

The Englifh, turning this artifice < 
niards upon ihemlelves^ by dint of pr 
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The memiiig arrived ; but none of the abfen- 
tces were feen. Some difaHer being-apprehended 
to hiCve befoUen them, the boats were manned , 
•nd font on the look out tor them. As th6y 
were rowing tilpng, they perceived a number of 
people wadrng up to the middle in the water ; 
and approaching, fotind it was their own people 
in thi» piteous (ituation. Fortunately, they were 
all got on board; but had they been difcovered 
only one hour later, the tide mud have fwailow- 
ed them up« 

On enquiry it-was found, that they had been 
permitted to ileep all night, uninolelled ; but as 
they were difperfed among the cattle in the 
morning, on a fudden, a large party of Spanifh 
. foldiers, well armed, poded themfelves in fuch a 
fituation, as to be able to cut oif their retreat. 

Alarnied at this unexpcded ambufli, they 
made hafte to join, refolving to fell their lives as 
dear as poffible, if an efcape ihould be found im« 
pradicable. Accordingly, they attempted a route 
different from the dire^Hon of the fhips ; and at 
the fame time, endeavoured to keep the enemy 
at a diilance by occafional vollios wf fhot. The 
Spaniai'ds appeared rather anxieus to prote^ 
Ihemfelves, than to cut oflf the invaders ; and by 
cautious circumf^H»dion, this fmall party, at laft, 
made i^ood a retreat to the beach. When they 
arrived ther** they faw their boat in dames; an4 
the Spaniards pofted in fucti a mani.er, that ail 
Communication with the ihlps was cut off. 

Conceiving thenifdves now devoted to de- 

ftrudion, they began to dcfpairj when fomc o€ 

tbcm fortunately efpicd a rock 'jvxft tN<\\\%^^n<i 

ehc water, at the diftiince of oi:\c ViWYvAxe.^ ^^x\* 

4^p/n the fborc. Catching at xU* \«J^ x^^^'??^ 

Vol. IU. \\ ^' 
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thcv committed them Tel ves to the deop, to 
till* fury oi* liieir enrmies. Tbey rullicd ir 
ieaKaadinhand, with the determined reft 
to perilh or oicape^ together. In this n 
the) reached llie rock, where they remainei 
hours; and had not their companions fo < 
tunely Cx;me to their relief, the waves 
hase foon heen their grave. 

Not\yithlhindind: this lucky efcape, the I 
neers felt more difappointment than pie 
becaufe they found it unfafe to make a J 
attempt to obtain fupplies, of which thev 
in great need. Wtiiglrin£j anchor, they 
. to Hia Lexa, whi^'h is koown by a high-]: 
volcano. 

Thefe freebooters furprifed the Spanifli 
on a fmall iiiand. on the coafl, and fron 
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In confequcwcc of this infoiTnation, the cap- 
tain advanced to tlie eminence oji which Ajna- 
palla was fituated, taking the monk and boys in 
his train* As they were gaining the afcent, th« 
other wiiite man, attended by an Indian chief, 
hailed them. The captain made no difhculty in 
declaring, that they were Spaniar<jls, fent to clear 
the coalt; and that their Ihips being Ji>ul, they 
intejided to refit, and claimed the aflii'tance of 
his C'atholic Majefty's fubjeds for this purpofe. 

The white, whom they addrefled, arted as fe- 
cretary to the Spanifli government in this quar- 
ter ; and being cajoled, by Davis's profellions, 
into a belief that he was difcharging hi^ duty, 
bid them welcome; and promi fed every a(Iif- 
tance in his power. The Indian inhabitants tef- 
tified a Umilar refpedt ; and thus preliminaries 
being fettled, they were conducted to the churchy 
where all bullnefe of a public nature was tranf- 
a<5ted. 

The friar entering firft, in virtue of his profef- 
fion, was followed by Davis and moll of the fpec- 
tators; but one or two of the Indians, loitering 
behind, were pufhed in by the Engliili, on which 
they began to fufped danger, and fprang back 
again. The reft of the Indiaiis followed their 
example; and Da\is and the Friar were left 
alone, in conllernation at the caufeof their defer- 
tion. 

The brutal and wanton infligators of mifchief 
now tired on the tlying* Indians, and in the con- 
fufion the fecretary wixn llain; undefervedly 
~ meeting his fate from pretended friends, whom 
he was ready to fervc. Davis \\ad \)V«Lft\\vi^ \a ^^- - 
cum t he fc people m the church, awA vVvcvv \wa^k<^ 
f'ia own tennsi hut the event. i!ti^\s<i^, ^^'^ 
11 2 "^^ 
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be might have elfeded alL he wifhec 
tieachery, without crueltyl 

Soon forgetting the unprovoked out 
bad fufferedy the Indians ihewed the ] 
moit pointed attention; and lent thei 
tary afli (lance in the repair of their (hi 
alfo fupplied them with cattle and 
from the main; and performed the m< 
offices without a murmur. All this 
friar and his two attendants were del 
ibners/ and a» the Indians had a hig 
tion for the man and his chara^er, th 
no other jealoufy of the £ngli(h, but 
(hould carry him away. He was en 
them by long acquaintance; he ha 
their language, and a^ied on every oc 
their father and their friend. An ecc 
fuch a deicriptiiin, will never have 
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at tin's place ; but this failing, Captain Eaton 
rpeed jly let fail. 

Captain Davis next made an attack upon 
^laiiiji, about eight leagues di (lance. AH the 
inhal)iTiint8 defcrted the town before they could 
entiT it ; leaviiig only an old woman, whom the 
buccaneers brought off. From her they under- 
llood, that a number of llrangers had arrived 
over land fr«>ni the North Sea ; and that the 
\'icen)y had commanded all the Spanifh trading 
veifeKto be deftmycif, to prevent their falling > 
into tlje hands of the enemy. 

'I'hefe tidings induced Captain Davis to iTturn 
to tire lili! of IMata ; and loon after arrived the 
('yi»n^t, oni»inally litled out for trade by fomc 
merchants of London. - 'J his voifej wus 'com- 
manded by Captain Swan,i who, finding trade 
was fufpended, was prevailed on to difj>oi"e of 
ills (•anj'o'by aurtion, and to join the Uiarauders, 
with whom he had accidentally fallen in. The 
new-enlilted buccaneers were headed by one 
Karrifj, who C(»mnuiuded a bark under Swan, 
liie whole paity re«j[retted, tliat Captain Eaton 
had IxHMi furtered to leave them; and therefore 
litled out u fniail veffel, which they difpatched 
to invite him to return, and participate in iheir 
lor tu Vies. 

On the 3d of November, the (hips entcretl the 
road of Paita, ha\ing previoiifly fallen in wi'th 
a large ihip, by which they gained information, 
tlmt the viceroy had ordered ten frigates to bo 
titled' o\ii, to check their deprc?dations Thou'zh 
this news was not very agrecal)le, it did not ^)ve- 
y^nt them from making a de^cewX otv Vvi\VA.\ 
fr/nfrc oiw hundred aiid ten mew \v\.\\<\^*\ %'^k\^ w'^ 
f^c morning, and attacking the fe>vl, XvjoN^V^- ^^^^^ 
11 3 "^^'-"^^ 
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little oppofition. On entering the town, bow« 
ever, they found it deferted, and iiripped of every 
thing moveable. Not a day's provifions were to 
be found in the place. Intelligence was receiv- 
ed here, that Captain Eaton had burned a (hip 
on the coail the week before, after which he 
failed weft ward ; whence it was concluded, that 
he was proceeding homewards by way of the Eaft 
Indie«. 

Having taken poflcffion of Paita, the three 
captains engaged in this enterprife, m&ile an of* 
f^ to fpare the town, on conditien that they 
fhould receive three hundred facks of flour, tnree 
thuufand pounds of fugar, twenty -five jars of 

' wine, and one thoufand jars of wat^. Tbefe 
terms fo apparently moderate, being flighted, 
the buccaneers occupied the town for a £&w days, 

' and then fet it on fire. 

Being appreheHfive that fome of the Spanifli 
Yeifels, fitted out to attack them, might make 
the experiment, the Englifh put their (hips in a 
iiate of adion; and burning Captain Harris's 
bark, becaufe (he was a heavy failer, they equip* 
ped another to anfwer the purpofe q? a fire* 
(hip. Having made all ncceifary preparations, 
Ihey next failed for Lobas, where . they again 
heard of Captain Eaton ; and learned that^ their 
meffage bark was gone to Plata, the appointed 
place of rendezvous. 

At Lobas they took in fome frefh provifions, 
which were a very feafonable refrefhment; and 
then refolved to attack Guiaqtiil. 

They entered the Bay of Guiaquil on the 29th 
of November. The iftand W% «t Cwx^ular appear^ 

Mficc. it bears a fancied YefcmV>\».wcfe\.o^ti«c^\^ 

AO » ihroud ; th^ eaft cad ie^Y^fctiU\x^\>aa>a«^. 
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and the weft, the feet. In making for the port, the 
(hips kept to the fouthward, in order to avoid 
the ihoab on the oppofite iide, where it is faid, a 
large and valuable fhip was funk. In confe- 
quence of this, a perfon had obtained a patent to 
dive, and had brought up fome plate ; but dying, 
the patent expired; and as diving here is pecu- 
liarly hazardous, few would have been ambitious 
to have a renewal of the grant. 1'hc cat-fiili 
fwarming round thefo iflands, the wound of 
whofc fins are mortal, renders it extremely dan- 
gerous to venture into the water. Even the Indian 
divers, who are very dexterous and expert, fre- 
quently lofe thei-r lives from this lingular animal. 

The buccaneers being arrived at Puna, about 
feven leagues from Guiaquil, found the houfes 
raifed on polls, about ten ©r twelve feet high, 
and covered with. Palmetto leaves. Here they 
took aveflel laden with woollen cloth, manufac* 
tured at Quito; and from the mailer, obtained 
an account of the manner in which Puna was 
guarded and defended. Next tide, three vcHels 
fell down from Guiaquil, with one thoufand ne- 
groes on board, all which- they captured ; bnt 
the town being alarmed, and the attack madcv 
CD it being b^dly planned, ami as badly executed, 
the event might eafily have been forefeen. 

In all thcfe predatory expeditions, there will 
l^ a want of fubordination; and this will infaU 
libly prevent fuccefs. The aflailants were divid- 
ed into two bodies ; .but inflead of co-operating 
together in one well- concerted attack, they feem- 
ed to be influenced by jealoufy and miilrult, 
Davis and Swan were the two coTntft»xv^^^'i»\ '«>^^^ 
they retorted charges of cowaxd\c^ «ccv^ tkv^^^^ 
^ua on eacij other, wiucb, iioxa \)ckfe ^^^^^ 
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handc(1 down to us, are fafficicntly juftv 
plied to either. Certain it is, that by w 
methodical and refolute behaviour, they c 
ened their men ; and at lad found it in 
to lead them on to the attack. 

Retiring, therefore, from the fcene ol 
tliey feafted on a cow, without molella 
fight of the enemy. The Spaniards, ind 
not appear to have been fond of offendVi 
tions; to defend, Jind often to fly, we; 
principal aims. Thus cowardice and 
duct balanced each other: the Engliih 
opp()r,tunity of enriching themfelves, and 
their fplecn againll each other; the Sf 
were fatisfied with the negative meiit o 
on the dcfenfive, though they might eafi 
exterminated the marauders. 
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r&w numerous little iflandsy full of trees, and in- 
terfeded by fandy creeks. In hopes of meeting 
with fomc canoes, they made for the River of St. 
Jago, in the vicinity of the Ifland of Gallo, in 
which gold abounds, and anchorage is fafe. 

This river is large and navigable. About 
fevei) leagues up'the country it is divided into two 
branches, forming an ifland of the moll luxuriant 
fertility, producing many noble trees common to 
this climate; efpecially red and white cotton, 
and cabbage trees of the largefi iize. 

The white cotton tree rifes to a great height 
without any branches. Thefe, however, fur- 
round the top, and are very ilrong. The bark is 
fmooth : the leaves are of a dark green, oval, 
fraooth, and jagged at the extremities. Thefe 
fall offin April ; but in a week's time are renew* 
ed. It is a remarkable peculiarity of this tree, 
that the trunk is fometimes larger as it afcends* 
The (ilk-cotton, the produce of this tree, falls 
off in November and December, but it is too fine 
to enter into fubdantial manufadlures ; and^ 
therefore, is more curious than valuable. In the 
Eaft Indies, it ferves the effeminate natives as a 
fluffing for pillows and couches. 

The red/ cotton tree U of a lefs luxuriant 
growth; but in other refpeds refemblcs the 
former. The wood of both is hard, but fome- 
what fpongy. They ar^ natives of the rich lands 
on the ooaitl of the South Sea, as well as of the 
Eafl and Weft Indies. 

The cabbage tree fometimes reaches the ama2« 

ing height of one hundred and twenty feet. It^ 

branches fpread out near the lop, A.^ ^^^ \«ti^ 

of twelve or fourteen feet, about tVveV!l^vcV?ftftS."?» o1 

B man'9 Mrm, and ^re covered x^'wSdl \ot% ^'^^^ 

\e 
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der leaves. In the midA of the highcil t 
ftioots out the cabbage, beautifully wl 
delicioully fweet. As this tree dies as r< 
kead is damaged, it is generally cut dov 
the fruit is gathered; The trunk is a 
from bottom to top ; the bark is thin i 
fie, and the wood hard and black. 

The almoft impervious thickncfs of th 
and the enmity of the natives, have p 
the Spaniards from making any confidcr 
coveries near this place. Neverthelefs, 1 
with a party in four canoes, venturc< 
fovcral leagues up the river, where the 
vered twd thatched huts, fome fowl 
plantains, and a hog, which they fupp< 
of the European breed. On it they 
hearty meu,}^ for the Indian*;, feeing t 
proach, paddlod away uith the \\r 
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anchor in the harbour of Gallcria, in the Illand 
of St. Paul, on the 25th of January l685. Here 
tLey careened their Ihips,. and then fent them to 
cruifc in the gulph. Four days after, one of 
them brought in a prize laden with fowls, fait 
beef» and com. 

The iliips being put in order, and fupplicd 
with^wood and water, they failed towards Pana- 
ma, to intercept the Plate fleet. Oh the J 8th 
of February tiieycttft anchor oppofite to Old Pa- 
nama, once a celebrated city; but the greatcll 
part of it being laid in afhes by Sir Henry Mor- 
gan, it was never rebuilt. About four leagues 
from thefe ruins, (lands New Paaaiua, a very 
ha^idfome place,, furrounded by navigable rWers, 
(Uoie of which fumifh gold. The views from 
tiiis city are delightful, extending over many 
plcfifant iflands, and a country extremely pic- 
turcfque. The houfes are chiefly of brick, and 
the public buildings poflcfs a degree of grandeur 
and elegance. Dampier fays, it is the moll 
tiii>wy place on the coail. Itcarriei» on a lucra- 
tive skod w^xtenfive trade with Peru and Chili. 
Tbeittir heire is ckar and falubrious, except dur- 
ing the raiuy ieafon ; aor i& the climate Lucom- 
moded by togs, fo frequeiH on fonie parts of this 
coail* 

While they lay hece, the buccaneers fent the 
Spaniih knight they had taken out of a prize 
vcflel, as already ftsiiedy with a letter to the pre- 
iident. Uy fomc accident he loll his life befora 
he could perform the office with which he was 
cntrulled. However, they difpatched auothev 
ietter, the purport of which wvx^, Vo ^vi\\vL\\, ^tv 
mxchiuigG of priibners i and *\»> ^ou^CiQ^^tssi^ ^*^ 
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this, forty Spaniards were releafed for the famt 
number of Lngliih. 

On the 24t1i of March , they ftood over to ^e 
Ifland of Tobago, about fix leagues fouth of Pana- 
ma. This ifland is fmall, and; except on the 
« north fide, where it produces fome tropical fruits, 
it is ilerii and rocky. It formerly ha<d a town of 
fome eminence; but the buccaneers had re- 
peatedly laid it ifi ruins. 

While the £nglifli Ifty before a fmall town 
called Tobagilla in thi& ifland^ they had a nar* 
row efcape from deftni^on. A perfon pre- 
tending to be a merchant, from Panama^ came 
off to them, and propofed entering into a clan* 
deftine trade. This offer being chearfuHy a6- 
ceeded. to, a bark failed towards them in dM 
night, as had been previoufly ftipulated. But 
notwithffanding (he hailed the buccaneers, and 
interchanged the proper watchwords, they had 
the precaution to order her to cail anchor. This 
not being complied with, the (hips began to fire 
on the vifitors. Finding their treacherous fchcme 
detected, a few minutes before it was ripe for 
execution, the Spaniards took to their canoeS| 
. and immediately fet fire to their bark, wliich 
now appeared to ha\e been fitted out as a Lre- 
(hip ; but, inllead of effeding the intended mif- 
chief, fhe drove, burning, towards Tobago. 

It afterwards came to light, that this ibip had 

been equipped by a Captain Bond, who had found 

it adviiable to put himfelf under the prote^oo 

of the Spaniards, when he could no longer 

annoy them, with the profpedb of advantage. 

The Wirei^on of t\i© ftreftvv^ n«%s» «jgi\w<k Oi^ 

t»/7j L>avrs'^ veiTel, whkVi vi'vtVi ^VKvexiWj ^Sk«^ 

tic danger. At the &m« xY^aX xia» ^vvwsksX'*^^ 
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made on Captain Davis, a float, with only one 
man upon it, was-fecn advaucing to Captain 
Swan'b (hip, probably with combuUibles ; but it 
is fuppolcd that the incendiary perceiving him^ 
felt' difcovere^, Refilled from his cnterprife, as he 
dived, and was foon out of fight. 

Bone], whofc machinations againfl his country- 
men we have jufl mentioned, falling in with 
Captain Eaton, had been prevailed on by his 
pilot to join company with that marauder ; but 
the very next night, the pilot getting on board 
Katon's (hip, exerted all his powers to get him to 
defer t his new confort, which he accordingly did, 
after an a(rociation of two days. Bond, being 
thus deferted by the only perfon to whofe judg- 
ment he trufted in the navigation of the South 
Sea, failed for Porto Bello, where he furrendered 
Limfelf ; and was aflerwards employed by the 
viceroy of Iiima,'to aflill in checking the depre- 
dations of the biKxanetsrs ontheAmcrican coads* 
After a night fpcnt in anxious fear, the return 
of day convinced tlie I'Lugliih that the de(igns of 
their enemy had been totally biafted, ami the 
(hips once more anchored in fecurity. But this 
was not their only confolatioti. The fame morn- 
ing they difcovered a number of canoes and pri- 
vateers approaching their Itation ; and prefcntly 
found they were filie<l with perlons of the fame 
deicription with themfelves. In fadt, they were 
a motiy ailemblagc of French and Engliih, ani- 
mated with the fame hopes of plunder, and 
equally devoid of feeling or principle. 

Thefe perfons were under the condud of two 

captHim,, iiHiuiii C^renet and Le«\u\fe\ axA \c?^W 

cd, timt o/ie hundred Hud eV^VvX.^ ^L\v^\Vcv\\\<itw> 

9Tiilcrtli(i command ofCapt«divT^^vJti\^^> ^'C^.t^- 

Vol. 111. \ * tavkxv^ 
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maincd on the illhinus. The FrenGh ba\-iDg 
four prize lljips given them, the Englifh were 
taken on board Davis's and Swan's fliips. Soon 
after Captain Townley arrived ; and the fquadron 
having taken two coafling velFels, learned from 
them that the Lima fleet was ready to fail. 

This news filled them with joy, mingled with 
apprchcnlion. They refleded on the brilliant 
prize they mii^ht obtain, and weighed the confe- 
qucnces of difappointment. They fet themfi-lves, 
liowevor, about adopting every precaution, and 
uling every expedient which was calculated to 
promote fuccefs, and to ward olt difgrace. They 
failed bjickwards and forwards, in the track 
where they expelled to meet the enemy, with 
the moft anxious expectation ; and intercepU^d 
fome letters containing inllructions which tlieir 
adverfaries were to purfue. • In confequence oi 
thefe, they were more harafl'ed tban ever with al- 
ternate hopes and fears ; they \\'ere all animated 
uirli tjue geutTd wifli tjf 1. iiviiii^ ndrhui^ midtvic 
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The Spanifti fieet confifttd of fourtwn fail. 
The ailiiiirars fliip carried 40 guns, and fi\'C 
hundred and forty men ; the vicc-adniirars forty 
guns and four hundred men ; and the rcar-admi- 
rars, thirty-fix guns and three hundred and lixty 
men. Befides thefc, there were a /hip of twen- 
ty-lour guns> and Ihrechundred men; a feamd of 
eighteen guns and two hundred and fitty men ; 
and a third of eight guns, and two hundred men. 
They had alfo two Hrefhips, and fix velfels with 
fmall arms, together with fome tenders,, having 
eijght hundred men among them. , 

To oppofe this formidable armament, the Eng- 
lifli had only teh (hips, of which Captain Davis's 
carried thirty-fjx giUiS, and one hundred and fifty- 
fix men, chiefly Englifh ; Captain Townley's had 
one hundred and ten men, all of the fame na- 
tion ; Captain Grenet^s three hundred and eight 
men, all French ;* Captain Harris's one hundred 
men, moftly Engli(h; Captain Branley's thirty- 
fix men, VLnglifh and French mixed ; Swdn's ten- 
der carried only eight men, and Townley's bark 
eighty. Exclufive of thefe, they had equipped a 
fmall bark of thirty tons, as a fircfliip. ^/Fhe col- 
ledive number of men in the whole fquadron 
was about nine hundred and fixty. 

With a force fo inferior and fo inadequate, 
the Englifh refolved to commence the attack, 
taking the advantage of the weathergage, which 
gave them the option to fight or run. Accord- 
ingly, about three in the afternoon, of the 28th of 
May, they bore right down before the wind, on 
the enemy, who kept clofe upon a wind to meet 
them; but fo much time was {ij^ewX. m tcvcuW^ns.- 
^ring, Uiat night came on befove l\\c •a.^vqtv q.w\^ 
AiTly commence^ 

I 2 /^ 



jx'H toun u.'s. M grew Qdrtv, mu opuiu 
hung out n tight as a fiLrnal for his B 
chi>r; and jjielVjitly hoiftod a light or 
ivhic'h> after remaining an hour, was Ih 
and then hoiftcd again. The Euglilli 
tu windward, were not aware ot the 
that was playing «ff; for the Spaniards, 
the importance of gaining tiit; weathei 
hoiiled the focond Eight on the toptnajft 
their harks, while theatlmii^airilenllye: 
followed by his capital (hips; and as 
' -was day, tht.^ buccaneers had the morti 
find that he hatt got tiie wind of thenu 

This nnexpcifled ftroke nf feamanlhi 
them to a lud ditemma. Tliey wrre 
fight with little profpect of advantagi 
difficuky of their fliglit was much 
Thus fitnatedj an unequal ccju flirt hegi 
tain Townley, who was confidcred a; 
being hard prefled by the enemy, ma 
pufh through a narrow i^ratght iliat f: 
iilcs, and was followed by Ibme of tl 
ve^eU, by which tneens they efcaped. 
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my's fhips; but independent of infubordination 
and want of conduct, Grcnet, the French cap- 
tain, was accufed of the moft (liamcful cowardice. 
Though his vcflcl carried nearly one third of the 
whole complement of meii in the fquadron, h^ 
kept at a diftance from his afTo'ciates during the 
liight, and was equally anxious to bo the firll to 
fly from the very appearance of danger. This 
conduct was fo extremely roprehcr.fjble, that dif- 
putes ran very high in the Iquadron, what pu- 
iiilhnvent fliould be inflifted on him. A variety 
of opinions were given ; but at Jail the majority 
agreetl to diliijifs him with dii^jrace ; fuft'ering 
him, however, l;o retain the vefibl which had 
been given him. Ilewaslhi^^lly charged, immedi- 
ately to quit company, and never after to prcfumc 
lo join them. A leutence fo mild i'<n' a coward, 
didlionour to the Lnglifli buccaneers ; they pro- 
bably would not have been fo favourable lo one 
*»f their own countrymen; hut il is well knowii 
that the liritilh tars confide r a coward and a 
Frenchman as fynonimous terms ; and there- 
fore they rolVained from ptinifhing too harfhly, 
what they regarded as conliitutional and una- 
voidable. 

Thus, after long expet^ation and anxious pre- 
paration to moot the Plate fleet, their deligns 
evj;porate(i in fmoke; and nolwithftandinc; the 
dil'puiity of numbers and f»)rco which ought to 
have confided tln'm under their difappointmcnf, 
never was chagrin more vilible than an.ong this 
piratical group. They h'ft, h.owever, only one 
iijiin; and /iic .S/)aniHrds, \N\t\\CivA v\.V\w.\\vw^\^ 
pnrl'uc their vidovVj C(>ut\uv\e.v\ \V\w cviwx^^ V<2» 
Panama; while the EngUlh Vet \vu\ XoxVv^^^^^ 
o/ Qw;6o///j(;,i|,p^iiiteii p\-acc o'i \:cu^ic'i.^^^^'^- 
^3 ^ 



Here tliey rejmneti Captain Harris^ 

fumethin^ on tho coall, lincf aolhinig 
ponaiiCL' now prtlLOUfd iiklt for ihi 
mcuL by fon, 

AcconlJn^ly they projrfled an 
agiimA the cil^ of Leon, on tin.- roaftt 
but a^ it ]«y fmiie uay within lancf, il w 
to builfl cattocs oti UitiiiJarul of tjuil 
they tht^n iny ; and which furniftied 
plenty of timber for that purpof*^^ 

U^ile ihefe pjcparatii^ns were forwt 
liundrctl aiul fifty men \vt.Tt^ ^hfpaTciied 
NovH, a town at a fiual] diliaucii on 
m-nt. whith ihty took uit[i<>ut niLch 
but foujid nothing in it To rvwaid ihei 

All things being got in readinefs^ 
for Ria Lexa, Uic port to Leon j and 
of Augnft, quitting theii iliips and<;ni 
board their tiinoL^s, they wvm in inim 
ger f>f being fwallou'ed up by tho wa 
nirt mountains high, atttMuU'd by a t 
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the morning. Captain Swan followed with one 
hundred more ; and next came Captain Davis 
with one hundred and fevcnty 5 while Captain 
Knight brought up the rear. 

Townley haying advanced two miles before the 
reft, was attacked by fcventy horfe, which he 
forced to retire ; and tlien advanced againft the 
town, which he entered without oppoiition. 
Soon after, however, he was aflailedin theftreets 
by two hundred horfe and five hundred foot^ 
but the horfe giving way in the moil dadardly 
manner, the infantry followed their example, 
and left the place to the mercy of the aflailants. 

Captain Swan did not arrive til) an hour after ; 
aiid before the whole party could come up, it 
was fix in the afternoon. Several, worn out with 
fatigue, were left on the road : among the refV^ 
a man of the name of Townley, of eighty-four 
years of age, who had ferved in Ireland under 
Cromwell, and who refolutely refufmg to accept 
quarter, was fliot dead on the fpoi. They, however, 
took fomc of the ftragglers alive ; among others a 
perfon of the name of Smith, who having lived 
fcveral years In the Canaries, fpoke French with 
fluency. This gentleman, if a gentleman could 
be found in fuch a fraternity, being carried be- 
fore the governor, and interrogated as to the 
flrcngth of the invaders, gave fuch an exagge- 
rated account of their numbers and equipment, 
as deterred him from farther oppofition ; though 
he had a force of one thouiand men under his 
command. 

Jn confequence, a flag of lr\3Lce'w^x& V;>\'w^wi.v^ 
and propofiih made to" ranVoiw XW Vn^vv. \>vA. 
Iwrv the Hvar'ice of the bwccawe^iV's ci>\\.^x\W^''^ 
tJ^ch raufon, induced tli^m Xo (ivim^xA ^^^"^^ ^ 
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t^xtravaerant Turn, iis pcrhnps the go 
J lot m Ms po\^t?r to ^nfwtT, 'I he t 
was tliirty T]ir)uran(i jiicces of t'ig 
months proviiinn for onc^ thi>ufan< 
J^ovornor rtfufing lo comply with t 
ahlo rcqoifitioii, the town was tVt on 
KnglilU retunifil to tlidr fliips i 
Hciwcver Wr- Smith was exchanged 
hii]y', and aiiothcr 2;cjJtJcman mhj? i 
pTOinifuot' delivering ;:'n;^ hundred r 
Eit Pia Le\a tbr liis ranloni ; whicl 
he tiiirhlnlly faiailerL 

On thc^ I6'th of Auiiuft theyrcn 
canoes, where thry fouiid theu' (hi 
t-lior. The cvL't'k which kads from 
br^afl at its ontmncG, biitfoon clof 
rctWj fltff p chHiint'i, lined on buth i\\\ 




dampier's VOrAGES. 95 

j^yus. The principal fruits growing here are me- 
lons, pine-apples, guavas, and prickly pilars. 

The fhrub which produces the guava fruit, 
has a white, fmooth bark; long, (lender, boughs; 
and leaves refembling the hazel. The fruit, 
which is like a pear, has a thin rind, and when 
ripe, is \ellow, pulpy, and well flavoured. It 
may, however, be eaten green, which is an ad- 
vantage itpofleflesover mod of the tropical fruits. 
There are fevtral varieties of this Ihrub. 

The prickly pear grows on a fhrub five feet 
high, and thrives bed where the foil is impreg- 
nated with fait water. Each branch of this 
fhrub has two or three roundifh leaves, of a 
palm's breadth, not unlike houfe-leek, but prick- 
ly at the edges. The fruit is about the fize of a 
large plum, fmall towards the leaf, and thick and 
open like a medlar at the farther extremity. 
I'he fruit is alfo prickly, from which circura- 
ilance it derives its name. The pulp, when ripe> 
18 of the confiflence of a thick fyrup, of a cool* 
ing quality, and a pleafant tafle. Dampier fays, 
that he ha3 obferved the urine tinged as red as 
blood after eating a dozen or two of them ; but 
without the leafl ill confequence from this alarm- 
ing appearance. 

Ria Lexa was likewife Confumed by fire ; but 
whether by order of the commanders, or by the 
fury of the difappointed c^ew, is not afcertained. 
After this expedition, Captain Davis and 
Swanrefolved to feparate: Townley with the two 
barks accompanied - Swan ; while Knight and 
Harris refolved to follow the fortunes of Davis. 

When this new fchifm took "place, \>vi*v$»^^^^ 
for the Peruvian coafl; but Sviaxw ViLAe^ ^^^• 
ward, intending to return by t\ie\Na^ vAx^^^"^^^ 
Indies. Dampier, eager to graUi^ Vi\^ c^axvjRv'^^ 
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by a more itccurate kyio^Ictige of tbo nortbeni 
pnits of MoxicOf prefciRxl llie voyage of Swaaj 
iiv)d nccardiiigly t^nlified in his fcrvicc. 

A licknpfs^ which it ^as fuppoJed they bud 
^^^ntl:a^c^l itt KiiiLexa, axida toyrfcof ttMiijii'ft- 
umjs weather marked tljeir vr>yii;^t: to Gautima- 
hij nf whk'h they came in fight on the 14lh of 
September. On i\ub coafl; n hi^b vokaiiu ap- 
pears with a. .double peak; hetuten \vhit:h the 
tire iind fmnke iflljc out at Inievtuls, with a 
dreadful nnife, jutriiculady betore foul weathei'j 
never the^efs, the ctJUiiti-y is j)i*r»pled to iht- very 
forit of (be mountain- lint bo^cvcr fearlefs the 
inhabitants of Ciuatuimla i»ay be in the vicinity 
tii clanger, it is cevtuin thtit they are fometinits 
^ifited by dreadful earthquakes, wbicb fprcad 
ruin and devaluation around. The city Aandsat 
the ibJtanceof eii^iit leagues fmm the South Sea, 
and ahout fifty from the North ; and is enrick-d 
by the valuable commodities produced frotn the 
neighbouring hills. It is famous for indigo, 
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to land with one hundred men, found the furf 
loo dangerous to be pafied. Thus di {appointed, 
they coalled along, the fliips Hill following the. 
party in their canoes, which Townle}? rcfolved to 
run in lliore ; but o\ crfct them in the attempt. 
A man or two was loft,, and feveral were much 
hurt in this defperate attempt. However, the 
landing was made good, and the boatshauled on 
(hoi*e; butmoft of the ammunition was damaged ; 
and to ci^mplete their vexation, they could difco- 
ver no town on the coaft. Thus dilappointcd, 
not only in the hopes of pi under, but alfoof provi- 
f}on<, which now boca me extremely fcarce, they re- 
imbarkcd,and continued their courfe forTangola. 

They next fteered for Anguatulco, where they 
came to an anchor, and intended ravaging the 
country. With this view, they travelled fome 
miles; but though they fecurid Incl'in guides^ 
ihcy found only one fmall village, where jome, 
vanilla was drying, The vanilla is a pleafant 
perfume, of fome value, which Leiiig infufed in- 
to chocolate, gives it an agreeiible tlavour. It 
grow*s on a fmull kind of creeping vine, which 
at firft bears a yellow flower. '1 his afterwards 
produces apod aboutfourincheslong, which when 
ripe, becomes yellow, and is full of .black feeds. 

On the eaft lide oi the entrance of the harbour 
of Anguatulco, and about a mile diftant, is a 
• fmall ifland. On the oppofite fide is a large 
hollow rock, open at the top, from which a co- 
lumn of water precipihitcs itfelf, after the man- 
ner of a fountain, in the grandefl llile. At the 
bottom of the harbour is a fine rivulet, near 
i\hich a town formerly ftood, iWx \n«>& WiNsj^^ 
aud d^Iho\ td by Sir Fruucis Dc^e* 



to 
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As neither gold nor filvcr, nor any other in- 
centive to encourage the buccaneers to proceed, 
\vas to be found here, they flaid no longer than 
was fufficieiit to i-ecover the iick, and to prepare 
for the continuance of their voyage to a moi*c in- 
viting coalh 

In the interim, they fcnt four canoes before 
thcin, with orders to lecure fome guides; and to 
wait for the fhips at the Port ot St. Angelo. Fol- 
lowing the fame courfe, on the 12th, they met 
with two of the boats in a moit diHrefsful fitua- 
tion, having been overlet on the beach. They 
reported, that the other two had left them in the 
night ; and, as it was afterwards difcovered, had 
rowed as far as Acapulco. However, they rejoin- 
ed the iliips on their approaching the harbour, 
from which there was an extenlive and pittur- 
efque view of a beautiful and fertile countr)'. 
The declivities of the hills were feathered with 
lofty trees ; and the plains and favannas were 
watered by llreams and rivulets, whofe banks 




Lying to, m order lo obtain a large fttpplyt they 
fentin a boat with twelve niiea. 

The S|»aniar<i9 fafpeding thesrinteot, conceal- 
ed themfelves behind a rock at the narrow en^ 
trance of the lagane* and difcbarged a volley of 
fmall arms from thfir ambufcade« juft as the boat 
was pafling; by which five of the trew were 
dangerouOy woundod. Alarmed at this unex** 
peded attack, dnd finding a retreat impofiible, 
they puihed ibrward into tho lagune, to ihelter 
themfdvcs from the gun-ftbt, till the enemy 
(hould difpcrfe, or the vigilance of their own 
people ihould be exerted for their relief. Two 
days, however, and three nights elapfed, bek>pe 
they received any alTiftliace ; at length Captain 
Townlcy, fufpeding fome diiafter had befalleni. 
them, manned his canoes^ and repulfmg the Spa- 
niards who were poiled on the rocks^ opened the 
fufierers a free paflagc into the fea. 

I'he joy of thcfe unfortunate men was the great- 
er, as the pains of the wounded now became in- 
fupportublc ; and had not relief fo providentially 
arrived, it was impoiTible they could have long 
endured the agony they had fo long'fuffered. 

Having iiecrcd weft ward by a rock, called the 
Algatrofs, they perceived that the Spaniards had 
throMrn up a breaii-work at a little diftance* de^ 
fended by two hundred foldien. The Cngliih^ 
however, lancled and forced them t^ fly with lit« 
tie oppoiition. Here they found a conllderable 
quantity of fait, which had beea collected for 
curing the fiih. caught in the bay. 

About three leagues diAance from the mouth 
of the nvtTt they c^me to a hou{e,\\\\NiVC\^xi«\^ 
yf/i//i// ^ mulatto, who encaged \q coivdvsi^ ^^^^ 
up the aream, to a pljuje whwa iVkft^ ViA?i^^ "^^^^ 
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plenty of cattle and maize ; and farther inform- 
ed them that a large fliip lay at Acapulco which 
had lately come from Luna. Captain Townley, 
Dvilhing to poiTefsi a better fliip than that in 
Vfhich he DEuled, propofed cutting her out of the 
harbour : and in fpite of Captain Swan's remon- 
ilranccsy who fet before him the diiKcuIty ami 
the danger of the attempt, and the neceffity they 
were under of fecuring, a fupply of provifions, 
which were now within their grafp, carried bis 
point ; and the canoes were manned for the ex* 
pcdition. 

The captain accordingly embarked with one 
hundred and forty men, and a number of canoes, 
with an intention of taking the fliip by furprize; 
. but he had not proceeded far before he was over- 
taken by a terrible tornado. Kfcaping the dan- 
gers of thisllorm, they took (helter in Port Mar- 
quis, about a league from Acapulco, where they 
ftaid to refit their furniture and drefs ; and the 
fuccecding night, rowed foftly into the harbour 
ofAcapulc(». 

The port of Acapulco is rendered confpicuoua 
by three hills : the middlemoft is of a conical 
form, and the mod wellerly of the other two 
has two, hillocks on its top. This town lies in- 
17 deg. nortli latitude, and carries on an c.xten- 
five trade to Lima and the £ail Indies. 

Townley, in order to efcape detection, ordered, 
hi^ men to haul in their oars, and paddled foftly 
by the caftle, then ftruck over to the town, where 
he found the (hip riding between the breaftwork 
and the fort, about one hundred yards from each. 

Jn this highly ^dan^etoMs V\W\^\\«v\, tivey began 
to reelect on the prad\caVi\\\l^ ol \V^\\ $«Jv\^N 
f^ad defpmiug of cair^VviS, X\x^ ^^V *^^^ '^'''^^ 
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gently irowcd backward, till they were out of the 
reach of the fort. They then attempted to Fand, 
but were repulfed by a company of Spaniards, 
who kept them at bay till day-bfeak. The view 
which was now prcfcnted to them of the town 
and caftlc convinced that any farther attempt 
muft be romantically mad ; they therefore return- 
ed on board, vexed at thedifappointment, and ex- 
haufted with hunger and fatigue. 

Soon after tlie fhips failed frpm Acapulco ; and 
continued coafting- along the ihore to the wcft- 
wanl. The land, which is low towards the fea, 
frradually rifes to « great height ; and though an- 
chorage is good, it appeared extremely perilous 
to land. 

. Goatling along they came to a fmall river, at 
the entrance of which one hundred and feventy 
men were difpatched, under the guidance of ai\ 
old mulatto woman, to a farm-houfe, where they 
had the good fortune to find fifty mules, laden 
with flour, cheefe, and chocolate. They alfo fe- 
cured fonie oxen and eighteen cows, which they 
killed and conveyed on board. This proved a 
moft feafonablc fupply ; and enabled them to . 
turn their thoughts to farther adventures. They 
now difmifled their guide with fome prefents, for 
which (lie was very thankful ; but they leflTened 
the merit of their generofity, by carrying off one 
of her children, about eight years of age, in fpite 
of her tears and entreaties, which might have 
melted the moft obdurate hearts, even in favour 
of an enemy. It is, however, but jufticc to Cap- 
tain Swan, who detained the boy, to fay, that 
he behaved to him like a kind m'ii^w. 

Holding on their courfe, tYve>/ ca\«v^\xv^>!#^*^^\ 

tie Volcano of Colima, in YaWVNxdL^ \b ^^^- ^: 

K2 * 
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min. north. At the bafe of this burning moini- 
tain, lies a town of the fame name ; and all the 
furrounding country, according to the Spanilh 
dcfcnption, is eminently beautiful. The furf, 
however, was too violent to permit the bucca- 
neers to land at this place ; and they proceeded 
dire^ly to Salagua. 

Here two hundred men landed, and engaged 
and defeated a body of Spaniards. Proceeding 
farther up the country, they were informed that 
the road they had taken led to the city of Oar- 
rah, and that the party they had beaten were fent 
to efcort fome paiSengers from India, who were 
expend to land from a Manilla fhip. This in- 
telligence made them haflen their departure, in 
order to watch a prize of fuch magnitude. 

Buoyed up with hopes, they fleered for Cape 
Corientes, which they reached without any par- 
ticular occurrence on the 11th of December. 
During this run> Dampier was affliftcd with 8 
gue, which it is laid are endomi 
jifions b^gant 
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tempted to feize fomc cattle feeding in the fa- 
vannas, which had brouijht on a Ikirmifh with 
a body of Spaniards, 'i'hefe they repulfed, but 
with the lofs of four men killed and two wound- 
ed ; which fatal encounter prevented them from 
any farther attempt. An adjacent wood afford- 
ed them fecurity from the Spiinifli troops, or the 
l<ifs might have been more coDfiderable, as the 
force was very difproporlionate. How they 
fpcnt the Chriftmas icftival, we arc not told.: it 
is, however, improbable that they could indulge 
in much excefs, as their Hores were almoft too 
low for ordinary fubfiftencc. 

On tlie 28th Captain Townley, who had failed 
with fixty men, to attack an Indian villaeo, tc- 
turned on board, with a moderate fupply of 
maize. 

They continued cruifing in the vicinity of 
Cape Coricotcs, till the 1ft of January, when 
their ftock of provifions being quite exhaufted, 
they ftecred to the Valley of Vuldcras, to procure 
fome cattle. Next day they land'^'d ; and divid- 
ing into two bodies, one kept watch while the 
other feizf d and killed the cattle ; and Jiieeting , 
"with no- interruption, within fiv^ days they had 
falted beef enough for two months provifion. 
This fpace, howqvcr, Dampier obferves, they 
fhould have rather fpcnt on the look-out, had 
they propel ly confidered the nature of their en- 
terprife; and to their negligence, in this refpe^, 
be afcribcs the failui** of the plan. The Manil- 
la fliip paffcd by them to the eaftward, while' 
they were employed in the \iOO\ '^^vc^v^^\.*^^%.*w« 
oxen : and thus this great «Tv4 N^^>a>'^^^ '^xwi 
WHS lutK 

K3 ^^' 
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Every difappointment laid the foundatio 
Dew animofity among tkis difcordant pi 
Another reparation in confequence took p 
Captain Townley refolved to fteer eailward, 
took with him a Mofquito chief, and thr 
his people, with a view of landing them on ; 
convenient part of the coaii. Captain Swai 
whom Dampicr flill adhered, iittended to he 
weftcrn coiirfe. 

Oil the Hth Swan came in fight of a i 
white rock, in latitude 21 deg. 15 min. n( 
which, at a dillance, exhibited the appeal 
of a (hip under fail. From this fpot the 
trended to the north, the fea tumbling in 
fuch violence from the fhore, that a landing 
impradicable, though there was good ancho 
Tho Chanietly Iflands, near which they 
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f.xqiufitc flavour,- is full of minute, black feeds. 
'I'heib are reckoned very wtrokfome, in mode- 
rate- quantities; but eaten too freely, thoy have 
a heating efleft. In the Bay of Campeachy, it is 
almoft im|>o(rible to travcrie the plains on ac- 
count ol their prickly leaves. 

Pading from tbefc illands, Captain Swan, with 
one huntlred aed fifty men, in twelve canoes, 
entered the Lake of Rio de Sal, to the north-well. 
lie landed fome men at a grazing farm, where 
they wounded and fecured an Indian, who, be- 
ing hrc)ufi;ht on board^ informed them there was 
an Indian town about four leas^ues diftant, in 
the neigfibourhood of which cattle fed in abun- 
dance. 

Depending on this intelligence, and fufpeding 
few impediments by the way, they prq>ared to 
fet out for the place dcfcribed ; but they had not 
proceeded far, before they were attacked by- a 
troop of Spaniih horfe. Thefc thoy defeated ; 
but,_when open force did not fuil the enemy, 
thoy practiled fuch ilratagems, as much annoyed 
the invaders. Their way lay through a country 
covered with grafs ot an amazing hoii^ht, to 
ivbich the Spaniards fet fire, and it was not 
without much hazard, that the conquerors efcap- 
ed being devoured by the raging element that 
every where furroundcd them. 

Meanwhile their oppofers had leifure to fe- 
colled themfclves,. and to concert meafures for a 
more effedual refiftancc. This they endeavour- 
ed, to put in executit-n at a village, towards 
which tlve Engliih advanced w^^xt dw^^ ^^'ic 
fnind it ^arrifoned. But ^ "wcLXyX ^^ xv^^^ -isxiwi* 
HwonfT the Spaniards, and \Vvt \iivi\c«v\it^\^^^ «i 
dwJr recent defeat, had tucVi. uxw «^^^ ^^ 
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them, that, after a feeble refiftance, and 
of feme of their oflicers, they again fler 
ing the buccaneers mafter of the place. 
fecQnd encounter, one man Avas killed^ ; 
furgcon fcverely wounded. 

They here received information of t 
gold mines, at the dillance of a few 1< 
but they were in fuch wai)t of provifioi 
they preferred plundering the viliai;e ant 
r (Ji ing flores, to the golden harveft that 

ihem. 

On the 2d of February, the captai 
eighty-men, made another excurfiou to tl 
Kofario, at the entrance of which he J 
and having marched to ^n Indian town, 
off a confiderablc quantity of raais^e an 
^" proviGons, but made no advances towa 

mines; though it feems they were in the 
diate vicinity. 

Next day the fhips cam^ to an anchoi 
mouth of the river ; and the Hock of pi 
being flill v«ry infufficient for the num 
board, with the fmgle exception of beef 
ty was difpatched on the 8th, in fearch 
' V^ ta River; but they foon returned withou 

ing any thing of importance. 

'J'hey next failed for the River of St. J 
which feventy men proceeded, to exan 
creeks and inlets, and to procure intellig 
lative to the ftiitc of the environs. 

This party, having captured an Indi 

.V ^ was watching a field • of maize, learn< 

Inm, that they were near the town o 

Pecaqui*, where, be tod, \>\ON\^\CkWs\\vi\' 

f and a fibred to be t\\eu coxvdvi^ox >^ 

coj2fe<^ucnce of ibis, orvc \iW^^^^ ^'^^ 
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io canoes, were fent off, under tbe Indian 
^uidc, and the fame night laD4ed near the town, 
4ibout five leagues up the river. Next morning 
they entered it, and found it entirely delerted ; 
but difpatched roefiengers to their captain,, to 
acquaint him that, in regard to provihgns, they 
were likely to be fuccefs**ul beyond their origind 
hopes. 

On hearing this agreeable news, the captain 
itst out to join them, and on his arrival exerted 
his utmoil endeavours to preferve order among 
his men; who now giving thcrafelves up to 
plunder. Teemed to forget that an enemy might 
be at hand. Nay, fo infatuated was this unni«> 
iy crew, that though they had heard, from dif- 
ferent quarters, that one thoufand men were 
allcmbled, and ready to fall on them, they could 
iiot >be induced to defiil from a return to the 
plunder, while a finglc load of provifions was 
left in the town ; neither could authority norper- 
fuafion keep then in a collective body, or pre- 
vail on them to march in order. 

The event may naturally be expelled* A 
party of fifty of tU|fe marauders, with as many 
loaded bealk, proceeding in a hne, tell into^ah 
ambuHi, laid for them by the enemy.. The report 
of mufquetry being heard, Captain Swan mad^ 
Che utmoft fpeed to reach the place of adion ; but 
before he could arrive, he found this unfortunate 
party, flrtpped of their arms aud plunder, and 
weltering in their blood. 

This fcene ilri/ck him with horror, and thre¥/ 

a deadly^ damp on the fpirits of the furvivors 

'I'he Spaniards, it is probab\Q^ v^xcVa.^^^^ >^' 

victory deMVy or at leaft were ta\\s^^^ vaV^ ^^ 

y^nga they bad obtained ; ttic^ ictcteA. Sxssv 
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fn : 1 of battle, and fuffored the remainder of the 
biir^ca;ieers to repair to the Ihips without rao- 
leiiation. 

^r Pecaque, near which this difafter befcl the 
fol lowers of Swan, is lituated on a Ipacious plain, 
adjoining a woucj, and is adorned with a Iquarc 
ill the centre, in which the houfes are not inelc*- 
lyanUy buill. The town was i;ot Imall ; how- 
t'ver, it had two churches ; and at iliat time was 
.reputed to contain al)Out feveiity white families 
constantly refident, b'/fides thofe who occafionaliy 
leforted to it from other quarters. 

The late check fo cftedually curbed the dar- 
ing fpirit of the buccaneers, that they did not 
think it lafe to aticmpt any thing farther on this 
coaft. Ihoy therefore determined to leave the 
fceiie of difgracc and difappointmenr as early as 
P' 1! 'e, and to fieer ihcir courfe for Cape St. 
L'i ii.-, on the I Hand of California. However, 
tlu't w^^ii^ pveveiiLtta tront making the >niPT]ded 
to put in at the M;iria Tfiands 
3<? bt, Lucar 
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the crew were employed in careening the. 

the officers were tulifd in examining the 

as Captain Swan declarcvl his dclign of 

ing to Kurope by the way of the £aft 

s declaration was received with mingled 
ife and difapprobation. Some loudly con- 
'4 the mcafurc, and magnified all the dif- 
25 with which it was likely to be allcnded : 

faintly approved of the I'clieme, but were 
?d when thoy refleded on the leixgthof 
3yage and the fcantinefs of their ftores. 
fair calculation they bald provifions tor no 
than iixty days on board f and from Cape 
iites to the nearcl't land, the lUe of Guam, 
ccounted fevcn tti'>ui'and miles. 
;le were circumllances of ferious refledion ; 
er, Captain JSwan holding out the lure of 
being ^ble to intercept the Manilla Ihip, 
lus gain a compenfation for all their toils, 
illy turned the minds of all to his original 
; and they cheerfully fet about making the 
ite preparations. 

•things being ready, the Cygnet, Captain. 
, with one hundred men ; and the bark, 
in Teat, with fifty, took their departure 
Cape Corientes on the 31ft of iMarch, 
hy next day, at noon, they were. wafted, 
iriaide winds, to the diftanct' of thirty 
:s Irom tb^Cape: and foun alter, being 
d into the courfe of a wind blowing Ilea- 
rom the EN K. point, tliey made a rapid 
?fs; and every thing 4*eemed pro|pitioi\s to 
viihes. However, a(l*M \!a\Y\w^'dXi^>\\.'^^^^ 

in which fpaco thty V\ud wo N\e^ o^'s^w^ 
he mariners becan to \i* \\\\v>!^^^^'^'^ ^"''^ 
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dinatis6cd ; and intifted on having their atkw^ 
ance incrcafcd. 

This requifition Captain Swan was obh'ged 
to comply with, notwithllanding he was confci- 
Dus oi' its imprudence. For, (hould the wind-' 
change, or any other caufe of delay take place, 
he wiil knew they muft be reduced to the lail 
diflrefs, or even periih with hunger. But it was 
impoiFible to real'on with fuch a crew, and dan- 
gerous to attempt it. Indeed,, fmall ^vas theen^ 
killed allowance : it was no mote than tea 
fpoonfuls of maize a day for each man. 

It is recorded, that ibnie of them fhewed an 
extraordinary degree of abftcmioufnefs in drink- 
ing; feveral refrained entirely from liqAiids for 
the ipace of a week ; and one man did not drink 
in Veventeen days, and then faid, he fell no par- 
ticular dclire. So moderate are the real wants 
(;f nature, <lid not the habit of indulgence rendev 
us craviiigand difcuntented [ . 

Tfie fpjire diet^ to wliith the ctew fo rcluc* 
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how much greater his owu demerits were ; but 
the petty planderer is fure to fuft'er, while the 
exalted robber plumes himfolf on his refolution 
aiid fuccels. 

From the whole of Swan's condud, however, 
we are led to believe, that the profcfljon of a 
buccaneer was accidentally taken up, and never 
highly reliflicd. As to his general behaviour to 
his crew, it appears to have been di dated by 
a fpirit of difconient, arifing from the dif^grec- 
able circumftanccs, in which he found himfelf 
involved, with a headftrung and ungovernable 
body of men, intent only on plunder, and prone 
to every vice. Thele are gradations in crimes ; 
and the moil hanlened by nature' cannot at once 
arrive at the acme of inlVnribflity. Swan was 
brought up to honourable traffifc^ and had for- 
tune been propitious, it ii. probable he never 
would have deferif.d the pa(h of integrity ! Cir- 
cuinftimces influence the befl of us ; arid charity 
fhould prompt us to belie\-e, that few are voliiii- 
tarily difhoneft. 

To appcafe the murmuring of his people, Swan 
iiad endeavoured to perfiiade thism that, though 
•it was upwards of fevexi fhoufand leagues, by 
the Spanilh reckoning, from Cape Corienies to 
Guam, yet it might be run in fifty days ; and 
he inftanced the voyages of Drake and Caven* 
dilh, -wliich had been performed in that time. 
This, however, wa« only a. temporary expedienjt 
to prevent tumult ; for when thoy found that, ia 
their long courfe, they law neither land nor 
animal, they became abfolutely mutinous, and 
threw out the mo/l bitter iav^Siv« a^tiwjSi "Owcw 
vomtnander. 

Vol. Ill, T ^'•t^ 



Swan tried to pacify them by every pali 
argument in his power ; ami as the breeze < 
nncd favourable, he encouraged them to 
that their hardfliipb would fooii come to ai 
On the 1 Sth of May, fomc rain having i 
and the clouds appearing to fe^ttU; iii the 
gave them the reafonable profpc^t of ncarii 
land. 

At this time,. Captain. Teat, ia the bark 
ing coofidcrably ahead, ran over a fhoai 
four fathoms water over it ; and having ] 
it in fafety, he lay by to inform Swan of 
he had obferved. After a (hort confult: 
they rcfolved now to (leer diredly nortl 
hopes of reaching Guam, which, accordi 
the Spanifh charts, -lay nearly in the lat 
they were in. In a fhort time, to their 
fatisfadion and joy, they came in fight o 
Ifland of Guam, diilaut about eight leagues 
happy was it for u«,. fays Dampier, the 
reached this fpot Co oppoctunely,. as we bad 
only three days provisions left ; and in ca 
their beina quite exbaufred, it wab the ^et 
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wltli between twenty and thirty foldicrs, under ' 
the command of a governor "and ibmcf Ait>ordi- 
tVAle officers. Tbey found the climate healthy ; 
and the natives a6tive and rngcnndtts, particularly 
in the itrudupe of beats, which faikd with . 
amazing fleetnefs. 

<!aptain Swan having caft anchor, was imme- 
diately vifited by a Spanifh friar and three In- 
dians. Thefe being hofpitably entertained, were . 
gr\-en to underhand, that the Englilh came 
thither in a friendly manner, to purchafe pfo- 
vilions, for which they would honourably pay. 
The friar informed them, that provifions were 
rather fcarce at that time on the iUand ; but that 
the governor would -do the bcft in his power to 
accommodate them. 

To him, therefore, they dilpatchcd a letter 
with fome prefcnts ; and in the meanwhile one 
•of the (hip's boats returned from the Ihore with 
a fupply of Cocoa-nuts, which gave them much 
fatisfadiioft The governor did not long delay 
to fend them fix hogs and a quantity of melons : 
at the fame time, he gave dire^ions to the In- 
dians to affdl them, in fifhing and collecting the 
indigenous fruits. 

While this friendly intcrcourfe was carrying 
OB, th£ Mauilla fhip coming in fight, was warn- 
ed to bear away, in doing which ihe ilruck up- 
on a flioal, and might have fallen into the hands 
of thefe adventurers, had not Swan employed 
all his addrefs to dilTuade them from tiie en- 
tcrprifc. 

lliey remained at Guam for fome days, occu- 
pied in huTJn}e£s traffic for pTO\\^on&. OxwXkiw^ 
SOrh of that month, the govemoT ^^uX ^^ ^«^ 
toll ji Jar ofbre^ made of fiue ftoux> V«o V% 
L2 ^^ 
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of pickled mangoes, fome liogs, and a quantity 
of rice. la return, he received fome ammuni- 
tion, and a fine Englifh dog, to which he bad 
taken a particular fancy. Swan r.as likejiife 
de£rous of obtiuning the governor's letter to the 
merchants of Manilla, to open a trade ; but this 
circuuiftanqe he ftudiouily concealed from his 
men. 

1 he friar, who had a(^ed a moil friendly part 
W thefe adventurers, whofe real profeflion vas 
unknown here, was prefented with an aftrolabe, 
a telefcopc, and a brafs clock, for which he 
made Swan a remuneratiou in bogs, potatoeti, 
and tobacco. 

The veflels being plentifully fupplied with 
fuch products as the ifland afforded, they fet 
fail for Mindanao on the 2d of June. Being ig- 
norant on which fide of the illand the principal 
town was fituated, they coafttd round for fome 
time before they came to an anchor, which, as 
foon as they had done, they faluted with fcven 
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however, feeros tn have been paid to this propofal. 
Meanwhile it was forefeen, that the weiterly mon- 
Coon, which was fpeedity approaching, would 
oblige them to continue in port. Thus fituated. 
Captain Swan laid aiide all thoughts of conti- 
nuing his piratical depredations ; and enaea- 
voured to ingratiate himfelf with the Sultan of 
Mindanao, to whom he made liberal prefents, 
and at the fame time had the policy not to over- 
look his miniftcrs. 

Thefe civilities, had the defired efie^. After 
fomc preliminary negotiation, Captain Swan was 
invited on Ih'ure ; and by means of a. SpaniiU 
interpreter, held a long converfation with the 
king, who once more defired to know whe* 
ther the £ngli(h were come to fettle there, in 
conformity to ietteis he had received from the 
Kaft Imlia Company. The captain entertained' 
the fultan with an enumeration of fuch of his 
principal adventures as he thought proper to 
difclofe ; and, on the other hand, the fovcreigti 
defcantcd on the riches and produce of his 
country. 

Alter the interview was ended. Captain Swan 
was entertained by the fultai/s uncle, at a ban- 
ouet, confiiliiig of boiled rice, tifh, and fowls. 
In order to evince this prince's regard for the cap- 
tain, he informed him, that a fervant, belonging 
to a Captain Goodluck, having robbed his maf- 
ter, and abfcondcd, was now ready to be deli- 
viTed up to be punifhed as the laws of England 
dire^led. But Captain Swan gave the rajah to 
undcriland that, in his counlYy, tvow^ ViwX. >Jcv^ 
injured party could profecute xVve C\\TOi\Wi\\ "^^^^n 
\s the man had committed wo tifewcfe «j^\xv^ 
F/», he could take no cogmzawce ol Vas ^^^^^: 
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This equitable code of laws aftonifhcd the Indi- 
an prince ; but, to prove that, in Mindanao, fach 
practices would meet with no protedtioTI, he or- 
dercnl the poor fellow to be dripped ftark naked, 
and tied to a poft, where he was expofed a whole 
day to the burning fun ; while the mufquetoes 
incefTantly tormented him, without the poilibi- 
lity of his being able to brufh them off. 

This condcfccnfion, though it was not dcfired 
by Captain Swan, was followed by a fimilarofiiir 
from him, of delivering up any of his men who 
fhould tranrgt-efs the laws of the country ; but 
the rfijah defired he would execute punifhment 
on them himfelf ; and it fcenis the power could 
not havfe been delegated to a more fevere judge. 
On the leaft complaint. Swan puniihcd his men 
with a harflincfs that bordered on revenge. 
Among thofe who felt the effcds of his rage was 
Captain Teat, the commander of the bark. 
Others who had offended him, at any former 
period, he now remembered ; and, while be re- 
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hauchery, the plunder they had brought from 
the American fliores. 

The captain himfclf, either connived at, or 
encouraged the fhameful excefTes of his men^. . 
and as the fuitan's palace, and that, of Hajal) 
Luut, his uncle, were conllantly open lo^Tiira, 
he carried with him fome of the lowed of liib 
followers, whom he thought partial ti) him ; and 
allowed them to partake of all the dainties which 
^ere provided for himfelf. 

The fcall of the Ramadam, or Lent, being now 
obferved, fome apologies were made to the cap- 
tain for a fufpenfion of the ufual diverfions of the 
country ; ^in which they wiflied him to join, as 
foon as the Mahometan rites permitted the in- 
dulgence. 

The expe<^('d rains began to fall in the month 
of Augulr, attended with ftormy, weather. I'he 
river fwelled to an aflonifhing height, and Large 
trees, frequently drifting down upon the veffels, 
expofed them to perpetual danger. Bufinefs, as 
well as pleafuro, was at an end ; and as the city 
was quite overflowed, all communication between 
the houfes was Hopped. However, the town 
being built upon pofts, which allowed a free 
courfe to the water, no danger was apprehended 
from this annual vifitation. 

The Ramadam being pad, and the floeds fub- 
fiding, Rajah Laut entertained Captain Swan 
with a difplay of fome of the Mindanaoefe dances; 
which were performed to vocal mufic, in a ilyl© 
fingularly fantafiic. In order to return this 
flattering compliment, Captain Swan, who took 
eicjy method of Aipportinji \v\*> o\nx\ c^^^vio^^^vRfc 
//J /Ae eyes of thci\* illandevs, gave \\v<i\w ^ ^w\nk.^ 
B/tcr (he EngUih Vdi\Q -, to wYivcVi \^:^^ '^^^'^^ 
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the ^iefs, and their women, were invited. The 
ball-room, where they were received, was hung 
i^ith filk on the occasion, adorned with gold and 
fiiver lace^ and fplendidly illuminated, which 
at once gratified and aftonifhed the Ample na- 
tives. 

The dancliig being ended, they ftill fliewed a 
reludancc to withdraw, though their appetite, 
as well as their fight, had been fealled with aii 
the luxuries that could be procured. It was near 
day-break when the fuUan retired ; and his 
women were flill unwilling to accompany him. 
Rajah Laut, and his female train, prolonged , 
their flay ; and, notwithftanding the prohibition 
of their prophet, flicwed no averfion to the juice 
of the grape. 

Of all the Englifh dancers, the performance 
of one, who had learned to dance hornpipes in a 
low ftyle, was mod admired among the natives. 
The rajah was fo pleafed with his agility and 
humour^ >h?tt he made fomc eiiqiitncs into his 




JR^ah. Laut, who had taken particul^i: pains 
to make himfelf regarded as the firm friead of the 
Knglift), began to difcover fome fymptoms .of 
his inrmcerity, when they were preparing to de- 
part. On examining the ftate of the veffcls, it 
wa$ found that the bottom of the bark was. quite 
honeycombed by worms, and unfit for fervice : 
the iliip being £beathed, had only her falfe bot- 
tom dellroyed. 

Under theie circumflances, application was 
made to^ their friend, the rajah, for planks to re- 
new the fheathing of the (hip, who, coining 
down to view her, but ill diffembled his difap- 
pointment, at finding fhe was fo eafily fufceptiblc 
of repairs ; obferving, that this was the firft vef- 
fcl he had feen with a double bottom. 

This gave occalion to fufped, that he wifhed 
both the fhips Had been rendered unferviceable, 
as had happened to a Dutch vefibl ; that he 
might have obtaiued the guns. This fufpicipa. 
was now confirmed by other recoUedions ; par- 
ticularly by his never apprifing Captain Swan of a 
danger with which he could not be unacquainted. 

It was about the middle of November, that 
thefe adventurers began to think of refitting 
their (liips, and of putting the neceflary (lores on 
board. The whole month of December was oc- 
cupied in this work : in the beginning of Jfinu- 
aiy, they began to take in water. 

They next began to turn their attention to 
fupplies for their voyage ; and Hajah Laiit was 
liberal in his profeffions of furuifiiing them with 
buffaloes. 

Thefe animals being wild, he pretended^ da^. 
hy day,* to take his men out lo \v\3LtvV >\vfe\^\ ^s^X 
hecouAantly returned with cxcw^e^ i^x >o^^^^^'^ 
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of fuccefs. Nor did Captain Swan fcem fager 
to fail. He fuffered himfelf to be amufed by his 
friends on (hore; till having got polfefiion of his 
lead, iron, and fome gold, for which he was to 
be paid in rice and beef, they at lad threw off 
the roafk, and told hhn, that fae ^»as fHll in debt 
for his own and his men's board. 

Thm matters were taking a very unfavoura- 
ble turn on (hore, but much worfe on board. 
The majority of the crew were eager to pmrfue 
their piratical ravages : another party was for 
returning to their native land, by the mod im« 
mediate conveyance ; and a third, having formed 
fome connexions in the country, were indifferent 
about leaving it. 

In this difcordant ilatc of views and inclina- 
tions, thofe who were defirous to return 'home, 
privately purchafed a veflel, in which they in- 
tended to luil to l&o^neo, where they expeded to 
find an £ngli(h fiadory. But their defign being 
dilcovered, its patrons were threatened with the 




It. At lafty however, he fixed a day to come on 
boards when all hands were ordered to attend 
hun. 

In the interval, his gunner b^ing difpatched 
for fomething from on board, happened to 
leave the captain's journal expoA^^d to the fcru^ 
tiny of the failors. In this they found a minute 
account had been kept of their mutinous con- 
dud, and of tlieir feveral real or imaginary of- 
fences. Diiafifediion fpread from man to man.; 
for few efcaped without fome cenfure ; and Teat, 
taking advantage of tha momentary impulfe^ 
brought thjemto enter into a fblemn engagement, 
that they would never iail again under their 
former commander. 

This refblution being taken, moft of them 
were £or departing immediately ,; but as neither 
of the furgeons was oa boaxdi,. next morning 
they difpatched a meflenger for one of them, on 
pretence that a man had brokea his leg. The 
chief iiuxgeoa did not attend ; but fent his mate, 
wha was accompanied by Dampicr* Having fo 
fax tfk€ted their purpofc, they fent off their ca- 
fioe- ta being away all who were fimilarly in- 
clined. 

On the 13tli, in the momiaig, the dny that 
Swan had appointed to return oa board, they 
weigiied, and fired a gun. The chief mate was 
immediately ordered to go on board, and demand 
Ihe reafon of this proceeding. The mutinous 
crew (hewed him the journal ; and heavily com- 
piainedi of their commander's condud. The 
niate, however,, prevailed on them to admit Cap- 
tain Swan to a faring, thou;)^ Xjd^*) t^\nvk^^ 
«fec/«re^ «^'n/l a reconcilialion^ 
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Swan, on recei\ing this information, became 
timid and irrefoluto. His churu^ter was natu- 
rully diliuK'nt and clofe ; he either feared to tnife 
himfolt aniDng his enraijed crew, or difdained to 
apologize to them. However this may be, he 
made no advances to an accommodation, and 
accordinijly was left in the town, with thiriy-fix 
of If is moll faithful adherents. 

Several had paid the debt of nature on the 
ifland, others had defcrted ; and with thofe who 
were left behind, the compan\ was now reduced 
from one hundred and fifty to eighty men. 
Thefe fet fail on the 14th, without any prccife 
view of future operation ; trailing' to chance, 
and ready to embrace any favourable profped of 
bc'tteriiig their fortunes. 

Being clear of Mindanao, they caft anchor on 
the 17th near afmall ifland, where they proceed- 
ed to the elertion of officers. John Read, a na- 
tive of Jamaica, a principal leader in the infur- 
n^ttifjn aeftinft their old capliiin, was pr^nnfitH 
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lirlicrc they captured a Spaniih bai-k, bound for 
Manilla, laden with rice and cotton cloth. Tire 
mafter of this veflel had been mate of the Aca- 
pulco (hip, A^hich paflbd by Guam ; and from 
him they Icarucd, by what mean:» die had efcapcd 
tlicir dcfigns. 

This piratical crcw now tnrned their attention 
to Pulo Condore, in order to intercept the Ma- 
nilla fliip, which generally arrives there about 
the end of M|iy. They caft anchor at Condore, 
on the coaft of Cambodia, on the 14th of March; 
and entering a harbour they foon after began to 
careen their fliip, in which they were aililled by 
the natives. They here exchanged rice, of which 
they had a large ftore, for hogs and turtles. 

Dampier obfcrves, that amohg other fingular 
produdions of the iflands on this coaft, there 
grows a tree of confidcrable magnitude, from 
which the Indians cxtradl a juice that, when • 
boilcdy poflcllcs the confiilcnce and qualities of 
tar. 

During their long flay at Mindanao, it was 
fuppofed, that feveral of the company had been 
carried off by poifon ; in the adminiftering of 
which the Indians are well known to be too ex- 
pert. At Condore, two men, who had long led 
a lingering life from, the fame fatal caufc, rc- 
figned their breath ; and on being diifedted by 
the furgeon, their livers were found dry and 
black, foniewhat rcfcmbling pieces of cork. 
Dampier imagines, that it Mras jealoufy which 
inltigatcd tiie Miudanaoefe to execute fuch a 
Leiriblc revenge on fome of the Kngliih ; and in 
thi^ cowjc^lure, he was, perhaps, ^\fe^\^ t\^\» 
low many have ikileii vi6^ims to «l Vi^v»<i2ic^^ ^y^tk- 
?dtion mih tha natives of the ^a&X 
Vol. JII. j^ Vi^\\a% 



]LeaviDg Condore, they proceedc 
thfr 2 lit of April, being condud« 
an ancient Indian, well verfed in 
tongue. They were only three d 
padbge; but being difappointcd in 
filh, which they expedhid here, the 
their old ilation at Pulo Condoi 
courfe they overtook a Chinefe junk 
the^' obtained information, that the 
a fadlory at Silleber, on the Ifland o 
Having reached the place of thei 
Captain Head, obferving a Malayan 
chor within fliore, fent a canoe t< 
gencc; at the fame time cautionir 
not to truft therafelves with the ftra 
hail them at a diflaace^ But thefe n 

' pie were become as little miudiul • 
commander'^ orders,. as they had bei 

. their old. They ralhly ventured oti b 
t;d; and in confequence of their imf 
or fix were immediately difpatclied I 
efe with their fhort diiggcrs. The rel 
the fea, reached their boat ; and 
who efcaped by fwimming, we an 
Daniel Wallis, who, though he had 
the art, kept up with his compaa: 
fafe on board. This affords anoth 
the latent powers of man, which 
called into action by uuexpeded 
.emergencies. 

The furgeon being Tick, and afhj 
forting with f*ich a company, went 
this place, with a view of withdra 
from them; but \us iwleutuuv bein 

hv was puri'uc.d 

force. 
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Tliey remained here till the4th of J«nt, being 
detained by bad weather; when;haviwg taken on 
board a Malayan PorUiguefe, as an interpreter, 
tlicy at laft weighed with an adverfe wind. They^ 
iiruggled againft it for ten days, in hopes of its^ 
Ihiftingand carrying them to Manilla; but find- 
ing that it ftill continued contrary, they directed 
their courfe to Prata, with the idea of fifhing 
up fome of the trcafure faid to have been loft in 
fome Chinefe fliips, recently caft away there. 
The wind, however, was dill againft their views 
in this Tffpedl; and being driven on the Ifland 
of St. John, on the coaft of China, they began to 
fupply them felvcs with hogs and buffaloes. 

While they remained at this ifland, fome of 
the flitp's company went over to the continent, 
where they found nothing to tempt their avarice, 
or gratify their curiofity. Weighing from St. 
John's with a gentle gale, on the 3d of July, 
they had every profpedl of a favourable voyage ; 
but next day one of the moft dreadful ftorms be- 
|!an, that thefe long-pradifed adventurers had 
ever witneift-d. 

This tempeft increafcd till midnight \vith 
dreadful fury. At that difmal hour the clouds 
burft in torrents, the thunders rolled in awful 
peals, the lightning flafhed incefTantly, and the 
fea itfclf refembled a fheet of liquid fire, except 
when at fhort intervals thtt moft horrid darknefs 
refted on its furface. Meanwhile, the rifmg 
fiirges were one moment ready to lift the ftiip 

, to the clouds, the n«xt threatened to plunge her 
for ever in the gulphs beneath. The vefTel la- 
boured dreadfully in this tremewdoxis c«ts.^\^ ^^^ 
tAe elements, the rails of the head vc«ix^ c^axTv^^ 

««jr by a violent furge, that VvkeWi^^ ^\^ci^^^ 
MS "^^ 
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tlie n^oet anchor, and forced it agaiaft tho bows, 
>\hicli it WHS expected t© penetrate. To prevent 
this t'atal difallcr, they gave up the helm to the 
Avind ; and ran with amazing rapidity whcicver 
the fury of the elements direded. At four ia 
the niorniai;, the violence of the temped abated, 
when the failors faw that well-known lucieor, a 
corpus fant, (hinin^ like a ftar at the maft head, 
from which they draw favourable prefaces; but 
hud it appeared on the deck, they would have 
given up all for loft. Thcfe conclufions, from 
tlie different pofitions of the meteor, are, per- 
liaps, not wholly vifiojiary : they may be ac- 
counted fur on philofophical principles : but 
failors, who are r^encrally the moll fuperftitious 
of nifu, never trouble themfelvcs with learned 
inNciligations of truth. 

The gale fubfuled by degrees into a perfed 
calm ; aiui at lall every breath of air died away. 
But ftill the heavens prefented a lowering afpcd, 
prcfagiui^ another dorm, which accordingly caiwe 




they might be fupplied with whatever the coun- 
try produced ; but that they mull not think of* 
landing. Accordingly, they were furniflied with 
provifions from the Thore; and having made the 
governor fome prefents, in return for his civili- 
ties, they fet fail on the 29th. 

Thefe adventurers then di reeled their courfe to 
a clufler pf iflands^ fituated between Formofa and 
Luconia, for which they (leered with all the ar- . 
dour of expe^ation, and arrived ^here on the 
2d of Auguft. They found ihem populous, and 
rich in provifions ; particularly in goats and 
fwine. Captain Read named thefe hitherto un- 
diftinguiihed iflands Bafhce. 

The hiftorian of the voyage informs us, that 
their towns are built on precipices, wholly inac- 
ceflible, except by ladders, placed at the extre- 
mities of the ilreets, which run in parallel lines. 
The inhabitants were unacquainted with theufe 
of iron ; but had a certain yellow metal,, like 
gold, among them, which fcrved as the medium 
of commerce. In a variety of inllances, they 
difplayed no fmall iliarc of ingenuity ; and their 
modes of life differed from all with whom the 
buccaneers had hitherto maintained any intcr- 
c'ourfe. They voracioufly devoured the entrails 
of fuch animals as the Engii/li drefied ; and 
ftiewed a total want of cleanlinefs in the ar- 
ticle of food ; neverthelcfs, they were neat in 
their perfons, good natured, and honell in their 
dealings ; and evinced fuch a peaceable difpofi- 
tion and temper of mind, as prevented them from 
refentingany affronts offered them b^ t\\<i\^ %\- 
fitors, or from fqu abblinsL \v\lV\ viSicV o\N\^^ • ^^ 
fmc, Jhoy nhtuined this fiw^u\*AT co\\^T«vevA'^^^«\^. ^ 
^ar -DO provocation could nij^kJso xVi^x«v«^x>%^^ •» ^^^ 
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any temptation induce them to violate the rules 
of honclty. Happy people ! where are their 
equals to be found ! 

'1 htfe hofpitable people amply fupplied the 
vants of the buccaneers ; and daring the fpace 
of more than a moj)th, that they continued here, 
nothing but amity and kiudnefs were to be feen. 
On the 24th of September the Knglifh prepared 
to fail ; but a fudden tempeft forced them to cut 
their cables, and to put to fea in the utjuollcon- 
fuJion, leaving fix of their beft hands on (hore. 

Durins; the ftorm ihev were diiven off the 
coaft, and could not regain their llation before 
the 1ft of 0<^lober. As foon, however, as they 
came in fight, the natives brought' off the mea 
who had been left behind, to whom they had 
behaved with the greatelt attention. They wilh- 
ed, indeed, to adopt them into their fociety; 
and made them an offer of wives, land, and 
planters' implements, by way of a portion. This 
buiii^ ieje(5ledj they readily refiored them Totht?ir 




dampiek's voyages. 127 

felvcs; and anxious only to avoid the Englifh 
or Dutch Aiips which mi^t cafually be navigat- 
ing tbof^ feas. With this view they deferted 
the moft frequented route, and fteered to .the, 
ibuthward, till they came in fight of the Iflafid 
of St. John, on the coafl of Mindanao. 

Thus having conduced our adventurers once 
tnore to the country, where they had abandoned 
their former commander and a party of their 
Ihipmates, we fhall give a brief fketch of the 
iDand and the manners of the inhabitants, before 
we proceed with the narrative. 

Mindanao, though it lies in 7 deg.' north lati- 
tude, and confequently in a warm climate, is 
blefled with a temperate air, and covered with 
perpetual verdure, and abundant fertility. The 
hills produce gold ; the lawns are interfperfed 
. "with groves, and fruit-bearing trees and fhrubs; 
and a number of flreams at once fertilize and 
sdorn this favourite fpot. • 

The houfes, asrhas been already obfervcd, are 
•11 raifed on polls, on account of the periodical 
rains. Even the king's palace, though it is fpa- 
cious, has only one floor, which is twenty feet 
above the level of the ground. The natives are 
pretty flri^ in the pra<5tice of the Mahometan 
rites, obferving the daily ablutions, and religi- 
oully abftaining from the flefh of fwine. Bread 
fruit, rire, and the fpontaneous produftions of 
the country fortn their principal diet. Beef and 
poultry are only occafionally ufed. 

The people in general are low in ftatufe, and 

of a copper complexion. The women are fome- 

wbat i'd'in^r than the men ; b\it t\\e\T wo^^\iVi\^\^ 

fmnll nnd flat, privet tliem an \\\\aXUv\^\^^ ^\' 

pcuraaco. They are naturalAy verj a\\\oTO\iS, •'^^^ 
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fhew a particular predilection for Europeans* 
llie higher ranks drefs in (ilk and fine calico; 
but the common people wear a kind of cloth, 
ci^led faggin, manui'a<^ured from the bark of the 
plantain tree*. 

The artizans in wood, iron, and gold, give no 
contemptible difplays of their ingenuity, when 
the rudenefs of their tools is conlidercd. They 
have neither anvils, planes, nor faws; yet, by 
perfeverance, they produce works that would 
allonifh the moil expert Europeans. 

There is only one mofque in Mindanao, which 
js not much reforted to, except upon particular 
occaftons. They notify the hour by a gong, 
which is a vaft drum placed over a cavity, the 
head of which is covered with brafs. This in- 
ftrument is watched night and day by a number 
of people who relieve each other. They ftrike it 
with a ftick loaded with a ball; and the found 
produced is loud enough to be heard to the ut- 
luof^ lijiiits of the ti>wn. 
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ow coat when ripe; and under a fubftance of a 
lelicate flavour, which' melts in' the mouth Hk^s 
marmalade. The banana diifers little from the 
>Iantain, except in the inferiority of its fize knd 

lavour. ■ 

The natives difcourage the growth ef nutmeg 
iT^l clove trees, for fear of exciting the jealduly 
9f the Europeans, who have toonopoli:?ed thons 
raluable prodoif^ions, and are eager to poffei^ 
them. Yot Dampier informs us, that it isufual, 
fn fome of the adjoining iflands, to fee cloves ly- 
ing feveral inches thick under the trees at Ihed^ 
ding time. 

Of the betle nut, all the oriental nations are 
extravagantly fond. It is the fruit of a* tree 
growing like 'a cabbage, to the height often 
feet and upwards, without either leaf or branch, 
e? C*pt at the top, where it fends forth circular 
flioots, producing the fruit in cluders, on tough 
llalks about the fize of a finger. It is larger 
and rouiwJer than a nutmeg. When green, it is 
cut into quarters, and wrapped up in arkea leaf, 
and both chewed together. Its tafte is not very 
agreeable. It tinges the lips red, and the teeth 
biack. ■ , 

The durian grows on a tree refembling the ap- 
ple : it is as large as a porapion ; and when ripe; 
opens and emits a flavour like onions. If hot- 
eaten frefh, it becomes intolerably rank. 

To refume the narrative. While the bucca- 
neers'lay in the bay, they received ^intelligence 
that Captain Swan, and his adherents, dill re* 
inclined at Mindanao, and had acquired great 
glory in the wars of Rajah Laul. TW cwv^'^ 
of Swan bad been frequently AWp\3i\«^ Vj ^^"^ 
rho had dcferted him : but his tc^xsA^Axoxi \k«t^ 
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fecms to eAablifh it beyond a doubt. It appears 
that he rcfided a long time at Mindanao, andf 
indeed, was forbid leaving the country. Some 
of his party died there : a few obtained a circui- 
tous paO'age to Europe. 

A native prince, having promifed Read a haud- 
fonie gratuity to convey him to his own ifland, 
induced the commander to wait for three days; 
during which fpacc, Dampicr, who did not ap- 
prove of the former derelidlion of Swan, founded 
iu3 companions about his relloration. His firil 
trial gave him hopes of fuccefs; however, out 
ivho had been confulted, betrayed the fecret be- 
fore it was ripe for being generally divulged; ia 
confequence of which, Read weighed anchor im- 
mediately, to fruftrate the projeded fcheme. 

On the Jth of November, they came to St. 
Ubes, in lat. 3 deg. north. Here they found a 
kind of creeping plant, the leaves of which , being 
pounded and mixed with lard, proved a cure fur 
ulcers. The crew, being apprifed of its virtues. 
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fell in with this coaft on the 4th of January 
16'89; hut were uncertain, whether it was ifland 
or continent. It was the weflern (ide on which 
they touched, and the dcfcription Dampiergives, 
differs in many refpefts from that of Captain 
Cook, who vifited the eafiern Ihores of the fame 
ifland. llie foil, our author informs us, is dry 
and fandy, and deflitnte of running water. 
There are various kinds, of trees ; but they are 
neither large nor thickly placed. The greated 
part of them were dragon trees, which produce 
gum tragacahth. They foun^ no fruit trees. 
They obferved only one quadruped, about the fi;je 
of a mailiff dog. They faw few land or fea 
birds, and none large; and manne animals were 
by no means plentiful, if we except the turtle and 
manatee. 

The inhabitants appeared the moll miferable 
people on earth. Without habitations, without 
clothing, wi thou t any of the conveniencies that ren- 
der life agreeable, they differed only from brutes 
in their forms. They were tall, ftraight, and thin. 
Their limbs were fraall, their heads large, their 
foreheads round, and their eye-lids were always 
half clofed. Their nofes were large and ill form- 
ed ; their lips full, and their mouths wide. All 
of them wanted two foreteeth in their upper jaw ; 
but whether this deficiency arofe from nature or 
art was not afcertained. They were long vifag- 
ed : had no beards ; and in fine, had not one at- 
tra^ve feature. Their complexions werie blacky 
and their hair curled like that of the aegroes. 

Thefe people, we are told, live in companies 
of twenty or thirty men, women, and children 
together; fubfifting cliicfly on fea «kXv^ ^\^ ^^n* 
They had ^o fifhiniT inft.rumeuXa\ \j\jX c^>i^^ 



'I helQ poor creatures have a lort ot 
confifting of a" piece cf wood, Ihaped 
like a cutlafs, and alongftruigbt pole, 
at the end by lire. AVilh thci'e bumb 
menu of offence,' they made a fiiew of i 
but a lingle gun beii^ fired, drove tbcu 
nib from the Ihore. 

Dampier informs us, that. uninviting 
pearance of tbt- natives was, the *crc\ 
Ibme of them toa kindof familiarity, 
Ihem meat. Ibis they eagerly devoi 
loft in llupid apathy, they paid no rega 
Ibip, nor feeined to cxprcfs that worn 
might have been naturally exjiedcd 
difplay of fo many novelties. 

riere Dampier endeavoured to per 
men to proceed to fome Eiijifb fa^ 
Kead, who appears to have been fond < 
comfortable and inglorious power, 1 
him with hi»inir turned on flinro. if hi* 



fre/hments ; they arrived at Trifle, on the \Y^K ' 
of April, and fupplied themlCelves with tank. 

As they were cruifing in theie latitudes, they * 
clmfed and took a proa of Achen, lad^n trith 
cocoa-nuts and cocoa- nut oil, with four met ttk 
board, whom they detwfned as prifoners. They 
next touched at one of the Nicobar Iflamts, the 
inhabitants of which maintained tiieir indepen- 
dence, trading indifcriminaiuly with any nation. 
Ambergris and fruit were theif principal pro- 
dudions ; the fornu»r of which they arttully 
adulterate, to inereafe tfieir gains. 

Here Dam pier, who had long been dilTatisfied 
with this mode of life, found means to put his 
long-meoituti'd plan in execution, of leaving his 
piratical aifociatcs. Indeed, a man of the leail 
pnnciple or fentiment, niuft have felt a conflan't 
relu(^tance to manners fo brutal, and to pracHces 
fo difgracefal. Their defertion of their com- 
Ynandor refleded fhanic on thoir condud, which 
was contrary to thofe principles, that bind even 
the villains of focietj together. True, indeed, Swan 
did not acl prudently, in leaving them fo long to 
tliemfelves to cabal and plot mifchief i he might 
not be a very amiable officer ; but on no pretext 
were his crew juftitied, for their cruel and daf- 
lardly defcrtion of a man to whom they owed 
fome duty, and who was rather unfortunate than 
criminal in his coimedbon with them. Dumpier 
faw and felt this ; but reflecting on his own fitua- 
tion and the difpofition of his companions, he 
condud'd that it would be no eafy matter to 
cfcape from their fociety. However, knowing 
that he was not very acceptabW lo \\c^^> >KVtsfv^ 
conduct be t'raquently cenfured, and \.Vl\N^I^.^^^^v?^ 
rlcivs, he refuhcd to lequeft Wvi^ -^^^ ^^ ^\o\^ 
YnL.llL \ -^ 



interell were blended with his prelent'i 
He found ambergris was plentiful at 
and by ingratiating himfelf with the n; 
conforming to their modes of life, he 
be able to eftabliih a lucrative tralfic in 
modity, and in confequence to make hi 
Being landed in a fandy bay, he bega 
gratuiate himfelf on being fairly efcapei 
difagreeablc aflbciatcs ; but judge his 
when Teat arrived foon after with an ar 
to fetch hiir; back. 

Dampier was obliged to yield tociicu 
and being again brought on board, 
them all in confufion. Several others i 
being fct on (hore ; among the reft was 
geon, who leaping into the boat with 
gun in his hand, threatened to difpatc 
perfou that fliould attempt to preveni 
pofe. But the value of this gentleman' 
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Accordingly thefe perfons having aifociated for 
mutual defence, determined to row to Sumatra, 
at the diilance of forty leagues, for which pur* 
poie they purchased a canoe of the natives, for a 
hatchet ; and having taken a fufficient flock of 
proviAons on board, they embarked on this ha- 
zardous enterprife on the 10th of May, l689. 

Scarcely had they launched into the deep be- 
fore the canoe overfet. However, being in the 
vicinily of land, they efcaped in fafety by fwim- 
ming- The chells and fire-arms were recovered ; . 
and the powder being fealerf up, was prefcrved 
from the wet ; but the books and papers were 
confiderably damaged. 

While the Englifti were employed in drying 
and prefer\ing the articles which had been in- 
jured by the falt-water, their Indian companions 
were aclive in equipping the boat in a flyle bet- 
ter adapted for their undertaking. They provid- 
ed a flout mafl and fail ; and to preclude the 
poflibility of the veffel beipg again overfet, they 
fumifhed her with outleaguers, a kind of beams 
or poles placed acrofs the body of the canoe, 
which projcdl a yard or two over the fides, and 
are united at the extremities by tranfverfe boards 
joined to the end, which, while they remain firm, 
the boat can neither fink nor overfet. 

Having now fitted out their wherry in the 
mofl complete manner that circumflances would 
allow them ; they next thought of recruiting 
their flock of provifions. In order to accomplifh 
thi^ no lefs neceflary purpofe, they were obliged 
to have recourfe to a different part of the ifland. 
Here fome difputes arofe fTomlVv%\iiv^oV\\i^^«^* 
dud of the Engli/h towards \\\e Tv«L\\Ne*, viW^ 
Dampier, by his prudent mau9L%<&iaexLX.> S»\wA 
N 2 ^'^•^ 
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means to accommodate; and having put t^ie na- 
rivos into good humour, they readily parted with 
a /liare of their fupplies. 

On this occaAon Daropier has obferved^ that 
Xhora is no pirople on earth fo uncivilized, that lie 
Ihould bo afcaid to face them, unarmed and idone, 
if no previous injury had been done tltem. An 
European, fays he, has it always in his power to 
infiiiuate himiclf into the favour of the moft fa- 
vagc people, by feme minute attentions and ftu- 
died forms, which habit has rendered fau^iliar to 
him. Even a difj^lay of the fimple method of 
lighting a match with a flint and Aeel, is fuffr- 
cient to captivate the good will of a barbarian. 
U'he chief danger is from the firft onfet ; if tliat 
can be avoided, tbe moA. ferocious favagc may 
be brought to a mild and tra^^able behaviour by 
a ilii^ht addrefs. 

To the general truth of Dampier's obfervations 
we willingly fubfcribe ; but as there is no rule 
vithout aiL oxceptioHj candour oWip:^* us to con- 
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bufinefs being accomplifhed, the party committed 
themfelves to the mercy of the watery element. 

At their firft fitting out, the wind was favour- 
able and the weather warm. They proceeded, 
rowing and failing alternately ; yet after twp 
d^ys ftrenuoiis exertion, they found themfelves 
only four leagues from Njcobar. On this they 
changed their courfe ; but a contrary current 
oppofing them, thoy found that they hi^d made 
but little way on the third day. 

Having thus loft the improvenient; of the fair 
weather, which attended the conamencement of 
^hcir voyage, by (imilar incidents, on the fourth day 
they were (hrcatencd with an approaching ftorm, 
7'hc wi^od rofc, the fky became overcaft, and a 
halo round the fun gave indications of danger, 
Confulting what was beft to be done on this 
emergency, they refolved to furl the fails, and tq 
give up the helm to the wind. Tbefe preparar 
tions being made, they waited the iip'pe|iding 
(lorm with ^.nxious apprehenfions. 

But it was not long before their fe^rs were 
realized ; X\ie gale came on, and gradually in- 
creafed. T^e fea ran mountains high, (ind breakr 
ing over the cj^noe, every nwment menaced to 
ovferwhefm her in the deep. But the putlcaguers« 
already dcfcribed, weie of the moft eifentic^l fert 
vice ; and the general ftrudlure of the vpffel inr 
Creafed her focurity. The feas that broke over 
}ier were fo divided, that inftead of defcending 
with a weight fufficient to feypr her frame, they 
only fell in fliowcrs, and were baled o\\X by the 
incefTant applic^tioii of the Indians, 

Dampier, jand a friendi of l\\© vva,xv\^ ^^^'^^^v 
both ikilful mariners, were attetiUx^ \^ cs«t^ c\v- 
fumOance that could dimimftv lYi« ^vnw^^^x. ^^ «^^^ 
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their prcfcrvation. Yet when we confider the 
Atuation of thefe adventurers, to&d by a tempeft 
in a velTcl of fuch a crazy fabric, fancy cannot 
form a picture of more imminent diftrcfs. Had 
their outlcaguers failed, the canoe could not have 
lived a monient. 

Dreadful as the day was, the evening approach- 
ed with aggravated horrors. Darknefs, byfomc 
phyfical operation on oui^ minds, always gives a 
deeper improflion to the fenfc of danger. Dam- 
pier, with all bis fortitude, feems to have been 
confounded at the fcene before his eyes. All 
the numerous perils he had pafled through aflfeA- 
ed him lefs than the prefent ; but let him de- 
fcribe his fcnfatioiis in his own manner. 

The iky, fays he, looked very black, being 
trapped in fable cjouds, the wind blew hard, 
and the fca was laftied into foam around us. A 
dark nii^ht was coming on, and no land to (belter 
us, and our little bark in danger of being fwal- 
lowed up b}' every wave. ^Vhat gave a deeper 
tinge to our diltrefs was the reflection, that none 
of us were prepared to enter on another ftateof 
exiftence with the confidence of hope. I had 
encountered many iniminent dangers before this; 
but, compared with the prefent, the word ot 
them was only a play-a;ame. 1 niuft confefs that 
I was in great perturbation of mind : other dif- 
trefles came out upon me with fuch a dreadful 
Solemnity. A fuddcn fkirmilh or engagement was 
nothing, when the blood was warm and invigo- 
rated the heart by the glow of expedlation ; but 
here I had a lingering view of impending late, 
nirh little, or no hQ\>es a?L\i,NO\d\w^\t» My coura:;e« 
which h'di bitberti) VLer;imc;\i^,xvo\N VdJXii.\m\ 
and I niade very fad le W^v\Q\xi oti tsv^ WW^^^n^ 
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isd looked back with horror and detcflation 
>n ai^ions which before 1 could not reliOi, but at 
he rc:ncinbiance of which I now trembled. I 
mJ lon<; repelitcd of my roving life ; but ne\er 
viih fuch fiucere contrition before. » 

In this temper of mind, we fubmittcd ourfelves 
» God's got)d providence, taking all prudent ltep& 
)r our prefervation. Mr. Hall and I lleered by 
irfts> while the reli baled out the water. About 
.'11 at nii^ht it began to thunder, lighten, »nd 
lin ; but tho ruin was very acceptable, as it ferv- 
i to refresh us. 'I'hc wind at tirll blew harder 
lan before ; but wiliiia half an hour, it became 
iorc moderate; and the fea abated of its fury, 
xaniining our compai^s by the help of a lighted 
latch, to fee how we ileered, we found that we 
ad varied little trom our courfe ; and now at- 
»»npted to be^r up to the true point to which 
ur views were diredcd. About "two in the 
korning, we had un()ther gull of wind, with 
lunder, lightning, and rain, which again oblige 
1 us to j;ive up the helm to the elenieiits. We 
**ie now perfectly drenched in rain ; and never 
id poor mariners, on a lea (hore, more anxionfly 
>tik for tpe dawning light than we. At length 
ay a}))>cared ; but with fuch heavy, fable clouds 
ear the horizon, as gave an imprclTivc gloom to 
be lirli glimpfe of light. 

Continuing our courfe before the wind till the 
idlowing looming, one of our Indian comrades 
h^n crit'd out Puloway. We ^thinking the fel- 
i>w had faid Pull away, were at a lofs to conceive 
lis meaning ; but prefently f»bfcrving his mo- 
ions, we found he pointed to VAs ev^\\vY^xAv^^^ \.<^ 
hew them iaijfl.- This was vl tt\\\v'C\>c>\^A\^'3,'vv^^x* 
he wind was WAjft, aud lUc U\\«i W\^W\^/- ^^* 
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verthelefs we bore up for it with all our might; 
and next day we ran up Paflage Jonca, in the Ifle 
of Sumatra, where all fell ill of fevers, of which 
fome died ; and I, who furvived, was a whole 
year before I recovered my ftrength. 

Thus Dampier dcfcfibes his feelings and toils, 
during the florm he encountered in his paffage to 
SuniHtra, Having reached the (hore, they were 
kindly entertained by the natives ; as their Indi- 
an aflbciates had reprcfented the whole party as 
fellow prifoners on board the piratical ve&U, and 
that they were fet on fhore together. The latter 
circumilauce being true, gave a verifiroilitude to 
the firft. 

Here Dampier and Hall were much importun- 
ed by the natives to take up their refidence, ii\ 
order to improve them in the art of building ani 
navigating veflels ; but it may be readily con- 
ceived that Sumatra was not their defired land of 
roll. On the contrary, as there was an Englifli 
fa dory at Achen, they made it their choice to be 




X6 their familie:^ and country, it may well be liip- 
poied their felicitation was extreme 

As loon i^s I>ampicr*s healtk began to mentl, 
he undertook to isiil to Nkrobar with a Captain 
Bowry, with whom be had formeriy hafl un inci^ 
Rental corrcfpond/ence. Accordingly -they em- 
barked, and failed from the Road ot Achen, on 
the beginning' of June l6'90; hut a itorm obliv- 
■ed them to return* Meanwhile Captain Weldon 
arriving, Dumpier was induced to undertake a 
voyage with him to Tonquin. This Wing a 
commercial voyage the details are not very inte* 
retting. They left the river of Tonquin on the 
month of February 16'91> and after a Ihort ftay 
at Mafacca, made for Achen. * 

Dampier describes this kingdom as the molt 
populous of ail the petty Itates iu Sumatra. "* In 
his time the capital contained eight thoufand 
aoufes. The inhabitants are Mahometans of 
Malayan extra^iou. The fceptre was then 
I'wayed by a queen ; and though in the early 
voyages to the Eail Indies, we read of ti^ Kings 
of Achen, our author is pofitive, that for many 
years a female was always promoted to the throne, 
Ue fays, Aie muil he of the royal line and a 
maid ; that (he is in a manner conhned to her own 
palace; and that the, principal dire^on ofafifairs 
is truHed to twelve orankays, or great men of th^ 
kinfi(dom« 

From Achen, Dampior fet fail under the com- 
mand of Captain Minchiu, who had purchafod a 
veflel thefe. They made a trading voyage to 
Malacca; but no particulars have tranfpired 
worthy, of being tranfmitted to ^oft.ml^. '^V^vs.'^ 
irere profperoun in their uudect«LVAti^> «a\^ ^^- 
turned with d valudbie caiRO, lu t\w^ c»>^.^^^ ^^ 
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tl.cir vo3'aee, they touched at a Dutch iilandt 
imnu'd Diiidiiig King near the continent. They 
found it inhabited only by Dutchmen, who had a 
pit- tty Itroiig tort for their defence, and a garri- 
fon of thirty foldiers. Here the governor (hew- 
ed great civility to the Engliih, and invited them 
to i'u]>per ; in the midfl of which they were 
alarmed ^ith a falie rumour of a number of Ma- 
layans ff om the continent. 

:^u^lL' months elapfed in which we find nothing 
to record in Dampier's life. During his flay at 
Fort bt. George, a veflel laden with clove-bark, 
from Mindanao, arrived there, having on board a 
Mr. Moody, in quality of fupercargo. 

We have previoufly mentioned, that a native 
prince had foiicited Read to carry him from 
Mindanao to hib own country. He belonged to 
Meangis. This prince and his mother « having 
been driven off the coaft in a tempeft, bad been 
feized ai fed by fome Miudanaoefe fiflicrmen, who 
folfl cheni fur Ifeves. M^judv being at that time 
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and accordingly our adventurer embarked in the 
fcbeme, and proceeded for the new fetllement. 

They had fair and pleafant weather, till they 
errived on the weftern fide of ^Sumatra, when a 
ilorm aritingy drove them into the harbour of 
Bencouli. Here they ^Vere hofpitably entertained; 
and Dampier, being foil cited to undertake the of- 
fice of gunner of the fort, obtained his patron's 
permidion to clofe with the propofal, who began 
to hefitate if it would be in his power to fulfil 
his original promife of equipping him, to con- 
vey the prince to his own country. Moody alfo 
ailigned him a half (hare in the two (laves who 
remained in his cuftody at Bencouli j, while the 
chief repaired to his ftation at Indrapore. 

Fo'r a fhort time Dampier difcharged his func- 
tion here to the fatisfadion of his employer ; but 
foon growing weary of his ftation, probably from 
a defile of vifiting his native land, he folicited 
and obtained permifHon to reiign ; but at prefent 
"there was no fliip to be obtained in which he 
could engage a palTage home. However, in 
courfe of time, the Defence, Captain Heath, 
bound for England, arrived ; and Dampier was 
eager to embrace the opportunity which now 
prefeiited itfelf to his wishes. But he had the 
mortification to find, that inftead of free liberty 
to embark, a peremptory refufal was put on his 
leaving the place. 

This (hip, it appears, had touched at Indri^ 
pQre« and Goddard, the chief mate, had obtained^ 
irom the Chief of that Cettlement, the moiVty of 
the two (laves in Dampier's poifelfion. Being 
now partners, in this fingular pToi^^iV^ ^ xVv^^ccw^&x^ 
u/cy/ all his intereft to procuie x\\^ t^\^%.^^ ^"v 
VAmpier from bis engagemenXi, ^iUXvik ^^Wi* 
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Tlio princ^^ however, now rrduccd to lUr /ih* 
plidLi ot a common ftavc, was put on bL>ard llie 
i)L*tbncc by mutual Rgrccmeiit, Ht* ^^as but (u ft 

iiTovorpd troDi un intcdioiis diffirtJcr, of whiclr 
hi^ mottirr had diii-d ; mul to his honour be it 
kiuAVu, on tbia mcUiicholy occafion, he (*v]t]cpd 
lucJi Jilial Bfit'CfioH, as would bt* ff-ckrm^d c,v 
iMMcdiiMn amtm^ the luuft humaiiwed tialiuns. 
*] his lndiui:i, who was i^wiut^ Jriil\% Danipitr 
cuiltiU^d on tht^ hjfji ot his parent hy f^vrry JjTOth- 
in:; nr^umeiit and itttention i b;it the iiuprnfiir'n 
ent-J hiid made on jiiio wa.s fo de^p, that it wft^ 
tt'j.ri.'d he would not loni; Turvive hor^ A gniv« 
x\u^ thercfyre immcdiiitcly dv^ ro bury tlif^ hoAy^ 
^vhich w»^ wrappeJ in a pioca of (ine new cali^ 
ret ; hut the fon c«uld not be fatisti^d till jhc 
\>;is drpffi^d out in a funeral it vie, more b<;fittinfi 
lu^r fonner rank. Her laft ohf<rqnics were prt^ 
tbrmed witb much folemnity; and the prince Itm^ 
continued to difplay a fonlihiUty, which might 
bavt* molted the moft obdurate into pity for j 
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preflible'^oy, immediately failed, on the 25th of 
January l6*pl. 

For fome time the winds and weather were 
fiivou table ; and they had the pleating profpedt of 
a fupcefsfiil voyage. But they had not been long 
at fea before a lingular diflemper broke out, 
which univerfally affected the crew in a greater 
or \e£& degree. In a (hort time xhere were fcarce* 
ly hands enough to manage the (hip, when cir* 
cunflances required their utmod exertion. 

Dampier affigns the original badnefs of their 
water' as one caufe of this malady. He alfo par* 
ticularizes another collateral caufe, which was 
its being flowed among the pepper in the hold, 
which rendered it fo hot, that a man could 
fcarcely bear to hold a bottle, filled with it, in hi$ 
hand. While the crew were in a very melancholy 
condition, the humanity and good fenfe of the 
captain fuggeiled a plcafant relief. He had 
brought with him from India feveral jars of ta* 
marinds, and by a feafunable ^iflribution of this 
cooling fruit, greatly aHided the moft afflicted. 

The wind, however, continuing foul, and the 
paflage already protraded, being likely to be dill 
more tedious. Captain Heath, calling all his men 
together, dcfired their individual opinions relative 
to their future proceedings in this exii^* ncy . The 
refult was, that they fliould pcrfevere in their at- 
tempts to proceed towards the Cape of Good Hope. 

But liow another difBculty arofe from the 
adoption of this refolution. To pdt it in force, 
it was neceifary for thofe who were in health, to 
ufc extraordinary' exertions, in order to fupply 
the place of the impotent fick. H^x^ \.V\^ ^:»:^ 
tajD'g policy flione as con(p\cuous Ti% \\vfc\v>x\&3arf* ^ 
. nity had done before. He pxou\\^tt<i ^ \vwv>Vi^^^ *v:.^- 
VoL.JII. O ^^ 
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tr:i pay K» every one \v1k> would eniiage to a/? 
(Ml all occalioas, whrn i-equirod, whether i; i,a 
his watth ov iiot. 'iUa propofiil was at fiTll cm- 
hv.xcvA L»y the ufficeii^ a«d tli*ii by ail the mea 
<ri|)'-iMc of per forming cluty. 

ihirt wile expedieut had the dcfired effcft: 
and in a ilu)rt tinvc the wiud fprini^iiig np tair^ 
^vhich berng improved ta ti.e bell advanlage^ by 
the ivicelV.Mil hiLvotir of thofe new-inlifted men^ 
£ . . ey were <pi i ck ly waft eil to th « Caj)e. H eie, hy the 
alTittiince of one huodrod Dutch lailors, the fiiip 
'a;i.s ialely brought to anchor;, iiiid ihe Tick being 
lan(Utl, iu a tew weeks thoy becaoiie coiivalcfconty 
with the execplion of thjyjo o)- it)ur, w1k> died. 

After continuing lix wct4is at the Cape, they 
toolv- ^h/ir dcpcirturc in coiupjiny with the James 
and iVIary and the J(,ieph. Ealt ludianien^, Iha^p- 
ifig their omTe towards bt. Heicm ;. but foon 
iifter cIcuhiiM;^ the Cape, rhey wei'e kiconimodcd 
by .. fweUino; lea. They arrived, however, atSt^ 
Vlolcna, wiiL(;Ut any accident, vn ihe l20th of 




^hich it "was not in his po^ver to contradtd. 
Among other iiclions, they gave oat that th« 
paiwt \v4thtvhicii 4if was iidoriwd, was a fecurity 
againfl the ilingol'vetioiiK^us creatures ; and thut 
one of his filters, 'ai'iexqiii4lte beauty, was fuita- 
neis of Mindanacx. 

With regard to the colouring of this prince, it 
"^•as cufiouily wrought in a great variety of lineg, 
flourifhes, chequered work, and diffetxjnt convo- 
lutions ; keepitig a very graceful proportion, and 
appearing v(^ry ingenious and artiiicial to the 
iBoft eniigiit(*ne<i i'pe^atoi's* In dne, he was 
neither more nor iefs than tatooed, a pradice 
now weH known to be g^ienal among fevet^l oC 
Che nations that people the iHands of the Pacific 
Qceaa. 

After going througli all the fevolutions inci- 
dent to this vagrant kind of life, we are told that 
the Prince oi Meangis fcU fick of the fmall-pox 
at Oxford, where he gave up tlie ghoii ; and h^ 
fttraidies us with one among the myriads of in- 
liances that migiit be produced of tlie inftability 
of fortune, and of the little confidence that ought 
to Ije placed on any <?xternal diltini^lions. 

Damprer, who had hitherto movea in arfubor* 
dinate fphere of U*e, was Co much celebrated by 
bis voyages and adventures, that he was after^ . 
wards employed by government, in the honour- 
able caj^city of captain of a Ihip, tor the expreft 
|»ui*po{e of umking difcoveries ; but though wc 
cannot deny iiim the pvaifc of adivity, in this 
new line, he dies not I'eem to have hiet with any 
remarkable fuccefs. 

The Roebuck, of twelve ^v\ta w^\ ^'vX^ xssjsok^ 
with twenty months provilvuns o\\\>o^\^,V»v«i^*oX- 
&£/oLftibf difcoverie«, l^am\V\er viba «.v^««v\».<»^^ 
0*2 
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the command ; aiid left the Downs on the Uth 
of January, 1698» with a favourable wind. He 
met with nothing remarkable in his long voyage 
to New Holland, where ke arrived in fafety ; but 
added little to the account he had previoiifly 
given of this coafi, in his voyage round tbc 
world. He faw^cio other quadruped here than 
a fpecies of racoon : we fuppofe he means tU 
kangaroo. He alfo noticed a lizard, which he 
defcribes as having legs fo coniiruded, that it 
can neither walk backwards nor forwards ; and 
being without a tail, had the appearance of pof- 
feifing two heads. Such futile remarks are f 
fcarcely worth recording ; but they are the re- 
marks of Dam pier, who it feemsy on a barren 
coaft, wiflied to lay hold of the moft barren fab* ] 
jeds to difplay his faculty for obfervation. 

Here Dampier was much diflreifed for want 
of water ; and while he was on (hore, digging » 
well, he was attacked by a fmall party of th^ 
natives. One of his people being furroundeA 
and wounded with a lance, it was thought pro— ^ 
per to fire among them. A gun being difcharg— "^ 
ed over. their heads, made th#'m flart, buthat^ 
not the defined eflfeA : however, the next fir^^ 
killed one of the favages, on which the reft fled i«^ 
confternation. 

Among the favages, in this engagement, vftS 
one who had the appearance of being a chiefs 
He was neither fo tail nor comely as the reft ; 
but he fliewed more adivity and courage. He 
had a white circle painted round his eyes, and a 
white ftreak down his nofe, from his forehead to 
its tip. This fecmed to >ae v4o\^ Vj x<«.^ of dif- 
tindtion; and rather to m^cV^i \i\Tcw \Q\\s;\^^!5!^'t.>R 
biii enemies than agteeaXAe xo>D\^\^:xsiv^^%. 
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In tins fecond vifit to New Holland^ Dampier 
coalirms what he had iaid in his firft, that the 
natives of this coall are* the mod dil'agreeable 
people he ever Aiw ; while Captain Cooke gives 
a very different dccuunt of them. Few fee with 
impartial optics ; an.l perfonal beauty to one may 
app^Mir deformity to another ; but moral beauty 
is every wfiei-e the fame, in every climate where 
man is known. Perhaps, however, the difcord* 
ant opinions of thefe two celebrated navioalors 
may be reconciled, by obferving, that the ono 
viiiied the ealicrn, and the other the weftern 
coads of New Holland ; and ifi fuch an immenfe 
Hack, a great difparity among the natives may 
reafonably exiit. 

In September l^pPi Dampier bid adieu to this 
inhofpilable land, where lie could neither find 
frefli-water nor a harbour proper for careening 
his fliipi' and arriving at 'limor, on tne l^th of 
the fame month, met with a friendly reception 
from the Dmch and Portu^uefe factories. 

from thence he failed to New Guinea, where, 
finding the land divided into two parts, he gave 
the appellation of New Britain to the ealtern 
Diore. On his return, he touched again at ll* 
mor ; and from thence failed to Batavia, where 
he took in fiipplies. Thus provided, he proceed- 
ed <i)r the Cape of Good Hope, and having 
doubled it, reached St. Helena on the lail day 
of January 17oO, 

In his courfe homewards, his velTel fprang a 
leak ; and in order to lave her, he was forced to 
run her aground on tliQ Ifland of Afcenfion. 
Here his men landed, and cc5\\\^^^^ X^^v^ ^^wv- 
f'ionfi from f/ie wreck. TUc^ •diviitviiw^'5»V'^^^'^ 
gcud fortune to difcover a liti^ l^tvft%^ ^^'^'^ 
O 3 ^"^ 



Attcr remaining tome time on this ileloiate 
Darapier and his men were takenr up i 
Canter bufy Eafl-Indiaman, and lately lai 
England. 

It might have been fuppofed that fo ma 
afters would have deterred Dampier fro 
farther cnterprifes by fea. But his roving 
fition was not yet gratified ; and difappoin 
fecm to have bad little efFcd on his refolu 

Still panting for dilliudlion in his profei 
was not eafy to refift the opportunities tl 
fered of gratifying bis darling paiTion. A 
i"g'y> in 1/03, we find him again emph 
concert with Captain Pulling, in an e\p 
to the South Seas. Damj)ier*s (hip was 
the Prince George, and PuUing's the 
They were commiffioned by George, Pri 
Denmark, then lord hi'ih admirul, to 
againft the French and Spaniard^, and wc 
tualled for nine months. 

But though thefe adventurers wer** C( 
fioned by government, it feems their cxp 
was of a private nature ; and i^inptoms c 
greement, fo ufual in piivatcering and prt 
fchenies, early began to appear among th 
manders and their crews. Scarcely had tl 
1 the Downs before Captain Pulling defori 
confort ; and Dampier being left alone, 1 
fome time on the coaft of Ireland, where 
joined b> the Cinque Port galley, of Tixtet 
and fixty -three men, commanded by ( 
Pickering. 

Dampier fet fail from Kinfale, in I 

warm with the hopes o{ Vwcc^ik in his fa 

proje6biy which were to ^v\t^\\^^ vV^'^i^^^ 

fetjm at Bucuos Ajres \ Wx \i V^ ^' 
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them, to proceed through tbe Straights of Ma- 
gellan, ami to cruife on the coaft of Peru for the 
Baldivia ihips, which tranfport the gold to Lima. 
Should he fail in both thefe enterprifes, his third 
attempt was to be on th^e Manilla (hip that an- 
nually arrive at the town of Acapulco. 

Dampier and his. confort arriving at the Ma- 
deiras, were given to underftand that the galleons 
had left Buenos Ayres, and i^rere then at Tene- 
riffe ; and thus the firft part of their ^pl^n was 
rendered abortive,. As time was not now to be 
loft on receiving this intelligence, they proceed- 
ed on their voyage to the Ifland of Le Grand, on 
the coaft of Brafil, wl^ere Captain Pickering de- 
parted this life, and Lieutenant Stradling wa^ 
promoted in his place. 

Leaving this ifland, they doubled Cape Horn 
on the 2Uth|uf January 1704'; and fo.on after the 
two veflels parted in a violent ftorm. Dampier 
now changing his route^ failed for Juan Fer- 
nandez. Anchoring there, he fortunately fell in 
with his confort ; and having refitted the (hips^ 
they defcried a fail, to which they immediately 
gave chace. Dampier fought her for feven hours 
without fuccefs : the galley took little part in 
the engagement. Returning to Juan Fernandez, 
they narrowly efcaped being capturfed by two 
French men of war ; and were glad to eft^ape 
with the lefs of their anchors, cables, and five of 
their men that were left behind. 

The Baldivian ftiips were the fecorid objed of 
their purfuit ; but they too had failed, and the 
gold was fee u red. Thus difappointedj they de- 
termined to atlack the towuof S^.tvU.MiR\%\xw\ksfe 
Gulph of Panama ; but the ^ip^xv\^T^'e»^'^v^%^2^* 
prized of their inteatiQUS* VaoA wi ^>ssl^a^^^^^^^'^'^ 



them, and after fomc lofs, the remaind< 
chafed fat'ety by flight. 

Difpirited by a rcpetion of ill fuccei 
commanders were ready to feparatc, when 
natcly a large ihip came to an anchor c! 
them, deeply laden uith flour, fu^ac, 4; 
wine, and other valuable commodities, 
boarded and took her without rehAaiu; 
refrelhed the men with this acceptable fu| 
After this, the two captains parted con 
and foon alter Dampier ieilin with a Span 
of war, which had been fitted out to take hi 
after a fraarl engaijement, they parted in th 
by mutual confent. The demon of difco 
raging among the men, Clippington, tl 
lieutenant, feizcd the Ihip's tender, wi 
ftores, ammunilion and twenty-one of the 
and when he had cleared the iflands, gave J 
' tat ion to all who chofe to lollow his fort' 
jcnn him. It is probable that Dampier 
have been totally abandoned, had not tlu 
of his falling in with the Manilla (hip kept; 
ilcady to his intercll. Clippington, to pro 
he was not devoid of genero(ity, returr 
greateft part of the (lores and ammunitior 
Meanwhile, Dampier took a fmall bark 
with plantains, which he defigned to kec 
tender, and named her the Dragon The 
of this bark, Chriftian Martin, was a nj 
Spain ; but had been educated in England 
they fecui^ed, and* then proceeded on tl 
grand projedl to attack the Manilla ihi] 
which they came up on the 6th of Deo 
and gi^ving her feverw\ \i\o?k.AV\d<is^ \ietore 
pivpared to retuviv v\^e; eom^Vwxv^vw^ >^ 
crew into great couiuixQ\\* "^V^x^m^^N 
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to lay their ve0el immediately aboard^ before the 
Spaniards could recover from their diforder. The 
want of difcipline frullrated all their plans : at a 
time when prompt obedience and ready fervice 
were indifpenfably requifite, the crew of the St. 
George were wrangling whether they (hould fol- 
low the prudent advice of Martin ox not, They 
now loft the opportunity of retrieving their error. 
The Spaniards bringing their guns to bear, by 
dint of fuperior weight of metal, beat off the 
Englifh in difgrace, and had well nigh fent them 
to the bottom ; and thus the golden profpedis of 
ihe adventurers were finally clofed. The failors, 
however, were preyfiiled on to cruife for fome 
weeks longer on the coaft of Mexico ; but met 
with nothing of importance, aqd every day in- 
creafed their anxiety to return. 

At this period a party, ^t the head of which 
was Mr. Funnel, who commanded the Spaniih 
pri^e, projected ^ defign of failing borne i^y the 
£aft Indies. The owner's agent, s^ccedipg to hit 
plan, divided the provifions ; and Funnel failed 
with thirty-three men, while twenty-feven ftill 
adhered to Dampier. Of the fubfequent tranf- 
ndions of this gentleman we have no account^ 
except that he fafely arrived in England. 

After various revcrfes of fortune, Funnel's veflel 
was feized by the Dutch, the effe6b congfpatedi 
and the crew imprifoned, and nearly ftaryed. The 
commander himfelf obtained an inadequate rer 
drefs for the injuries he had fuftained ; s|,nd, with 
two or three of his company, got a paffqge for 
Europe, and arrived in the Texel, in July 1705. 
After vifitinf^ the principaV toYJT»\w^\^"^^^%V<8^ 
returned to England, ai\dpuU\fti%<i%xv^ccwi\\V*^^ 
his un/brtunate voyage. ^ 



u'ws (JeifTtod, ill his turn, by more tba 

JiU'ii. 'riiciV rcvoltiTS i'j)iit into ditiercii 

but tli<> niaiu Ixnly tA' them u'eiit up di€ 

'! ] ami iniilU'd in the fcrvicc of the Gca 

Suhitnii:iatf(>a and diicipline, however, 

'. , . not been uceiidoiiied to, tiud could no 

they ioun t'or<( ok tite edinp, and foJli 

jj iKMit of tKcir difpoiJUoiis, ravaged the i 

.'J th<» couniry: 

);> Read let fail with the party that 

U^ firm to him, intending for the Rvd * 

. /] {[ t Ceyion, he took a rich Portuguefe Ihip, : 

'i iv; dered her of what he valued moil ; bui 

.'.-Jy. injj able to bear up agaiult the wefter 

I 'iM[ he ilood for Madagafcar. After a v 

l! *<\ piratical adventures, finding his intereit 

'VK i".^« ^^^ (lip|)cd away with about half a 

!'|V. his moll taithful adherents, and emk 

, V: Kew-York. 



ihoulcj be found capable 6f fueh unremitted fa- 
tigues and dangers, for which they never en- 
joyed a compeniation, and yet ftill perfevere in 

. their abandoned courfes, nuift aRoniih the pru- 
denty and confound the moral ii^. 

Dampier fell into the hure of temptation ; but 
though be for a time ftided the didaXes of con- 
Ici^fice, he does not appear to have been infenfi- 
hkt to the principles of reftitude. With a blunt- 
iiefs of manners^ he feenis to have poife fled a coa- 
fiderablefhare of humanity. A dclipe of novel- 
ty OT of knowledge was his piedomtnant paffion z 
this he bad an opportunity, of gratifying; but 
iiv his aims at independence he a|)pea£j to iiave 
been ^neraliy diiappoinWd. On the whole, 
Davapier was certainly a very able navigator^ 
rather than an able man. We find him again en- 

t S^^^ *^ ^l*^ expedion of Woodes Rogers. Of 
his latter days we^ have no account; but it isr 
j>robablehe died injhe boloin of peace and of hijik 
country. 
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VOYAGE AND ADVENTURES 



CAPTAIN COWLEY* 



THE buccaneering profeflion produced a 
hardy race of mariners in general ; and 
ameng them are fome name^ eminent for their 
abilities in naval affairs. Cowley, as well as 
Dampier, belonged to this fraternity, and, for 
fome time, they failed in the fame ihip. After* 
wards, following the fortunes of different com* 
manders, they both favoured the world /with 
an account of their various tranfadions; and^ 
though Cowley's voyage has not gained the de- 
ferved celebrity of Dam^ier's, we fhould think 
ourfelves guilty of an omiffion^ did "(ve not pre-* 
lent our readers with its leading features. 

Of Cowley's origiii and education we know 
nothing. His powers of defciiption Aiew that 
he was not witliuut fome advantages of learning; 
but the degree of this does not fecm to be much 
more than was necelTary for his profeflijn. 

He tells us that he failed from Qm^ Charles 
in Virginia, in the Revenge, Captain Cook^ 

* Though Cowlej h generally complimeiited with the 
cheap title of Captain, it does not appeair that he ever filled 
M hiff/ier Adtion tiian that of mafter, ia 'w\C\tVcv^'ML\v\\*. 
iicqueiedhimf<:lftQthc geacraUau«£*A€dQivcl.Ylck« «bek^J«sp|«V 
Vol. Ill, P Kwe^^ 
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a rich prize, laden with filver, which 
lying in ^rica Bay, and might eaiily 
captured. 

It being refolved that they fhould j 

Cape Blanco, in order to intercept 

fleet from Panama, in their way they tc 

I with which they failed to Lobos; aud 

;i- certed an attack on Truxillo. 

!= ii Having taken fevcral prizes, of no v 

derable value, they lay by at the Galli 

.. Enchanted Iflands ; and afterwards t< 

1^ the Duke of York's IflHnd, near the e 

line. Here they found the fowls fo ti 

-- j^: they often lighted on the heads and Hk 

f%jj; the men as they walked out ; but jifter 

f nr^ peatedly (hot at, they became fhy and 

;^ in other places. Thus we fee it is th) 

■^ of man that fpreads fear over the lowei 

creation ; where his powers are unkno 
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The fingular manner in which thefo raen \yere 
-preferved, hasulready beenidelailedin Dampiei's 
voyage. Her6 an unluccefst'ul attenipt was made 
on Ria Lexa. 

The buccaneers having careened their /hip, in 
the Bay of Amapalla, Captain Eaton, accom- 
panied by our voyager, refolvod to i'eparate from 
his conforts, with whom he liad fumetimcs failed 
I and aded. Being now at liberty to chufe his 
roitte, Eaton fteered for Cape St. Fraucifco j and 
coming to Paita, burnt two (hips, wliich the Spa- 
niards refufed to ranfom. 'Ihus mifchief, not 
gain, was the reward of their toils. 

On the 14th of March, they came. in fight of 
the Ifle of Guam, with a crew univerfally afflid* 
ed with the fcurvy. As foon as they had fecur- 
ed the (hip, they fcnt a boat alhore, with a flag 
of truce ; but foiind that the natives, through 
fear, had fet fire to their habitations, and fled. 
However, the party colleded fome cocoa nuts, 
which proved a falutary relVelliment to the fick. 
Meanwhile fome Indians ruflied from an ambufli, 
and made a ihow of hoftilities ; but the Englifh 
(hewing figns of fricndfhip, a truce was ct)nglud- 
pd, and a free intercourii eftablilhed. This con- 
tinued for fome days; but the Indians thinking 
they had obtained an advantage, attacked a party 
<^f the buccaneers, in which aft*ray four of the 
former were killed. This brought the reft to 
their fenfes ; and for fome time the Englifti 
maintained an undifputed fuperioiity over the 
natives* 

The Spanifh governor, having heard of a 
fii-UDge fliip on the coaft, csvvw^i ^c^wtv Xo '^^ 
fliore; and fent oft altsttet iox l\\e c^\|X5i\>^%*^^ 
Spanilh, French, and Dutc\\, OifiwiA\x^\^%>*^^ '^ 
pa ^^ 
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nauie of the king, his mafter, the country and 
bulinefs of ihe ftraiigers. An anfwer was return- 
ed in French, importing that their objed was 
dircoveries, on which they were employed by 
fume French gentlemen. 

This flection fucj:ceding, the governor invited the 
captain on fhore ; on which occafion a military fa- 
lute was fired, and other civilities interchanged. 
Eaton, foon coming to a good underflanding with 
the governor, apologized to him for killing fome 
of the Indians in the late encounter, which be 
fairly rcprefcnred was done in his own defence; 
biit the Spaniard foon made him eafy on ibis 
fcore, by aliurin2 him, tbat, if he had killed 
them all, the greater obligations he ihould have 
felt himfelf under to him. 

The buccaneers were now plentifully fupplied 
with provifions from the (hore, and the captain 
made a prudent diftribution of prefents to the 
principal Spanifli officers, in return. 

On an application being made by the gover- 




or CAPTAIN COAVLEY. l6$ 

"During tirefe amicable tranfaftions between 
the Spaniards aud the Engliih, il is fliockin*; to 
relate, that the latter, in confcquence of Uie 
fandion they had procured, amuiVd themfelves 
in chafing and deftroying the Indians. But 
thefe poor people, linding that the new comers 
were not Spaniards, foon became tradable and 
• fubmiflive. Peace ag^in refuined her fvvay ; 
but it fecms that the barbarity with which the 
natives had been treated, had taught them habi- 
tual tliflinuilation. One day, while the Englifh 
were obf^ving them hauling the feine, and 
feemed amufed wjib their performance, the In- 
dians artfully drew their feine round the .boat, 
with an intention of entangling it, and mafter- 
ing the crew ; but the ftratagem being perceived, 
the buccaneers did not wait till it could be put 
in execution ; for, being provided with arms, they 
fired among the thickeit of the plotters, and 
' made terrible havoc; 

Cowley obferves, that thefe natives are large 
offlature, foiiie «>f them being feven feet and a 
half high ; that they go quite naked ; and ufe 
flings and lances, in the management of which 
they are very dexterous. He farther fays, that 
they never bury their dead, but leave them to 
rot in the fun. 

The Knglfh took four prifoners in this affray, 
whom they brought bound on board; but they 
had not been long there, before three of them 
leaped into the sea, and^ though their hands 
were tied behind them fwam away like fifhes. 
However, a boat being fent aftcp^ thorn, tKe^ ^'ex«. 
all difpatched. Our autVior sl^wic^js >3&, SJ^^v v^ 
/trongman could not peuettfilc v\xw tocv% ^^'^ 
tb€ m Oroke of a cutlat* . We ^^^'^^ '\?^^ 
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tlipni, in iny Jud^mfnt, received foity huUct* 
iJi his hotly bctort" lie died ; and the iafi ol the 
tlirc-e that was kilted, fivam 4 good Englilh 
iiiili'j iKit only witli liis bands tied behmd 
liirn, but with his arms piriioned, before he 
f.\|KrcJ/' Such are the cxa^'gcrauoiis which 
xUvnw a vc-il of doubt over nftvratives apparently 
autlienlit.' ! 

Tlie buccaneers were well rewarded for tljis 
freih inatrifci'e of the Intiiiins. The governor 
was ftj well 11 leafed with their inhuman doftruc- 
tioii {jf the favat;e<i, thaf he increaftrd'liis U)uiltj 
accortiin^^ to tiieir merits in ihis way. 

The iliip bein;^ niiHf rcpEiiic:!, the health of 
the crew rtLTuiteLl, anfl a fu flic ient Oi^ck of pro- 
viRfms laid in, Hiey tt^ok ie^ve of fbe governor, 
iiiid U-ri Guam on the 4[h of April, and pafliiig 
fume uninhabited i/lands north cd* Luconia, they 
ciMtie up with Cn[u^ Mindato in thai illand ; but 
were furecd^ by the foul h-^v ell nionfoun^ to fleet 
Kir OtTilnn in C'hina. 
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wnnd ihould favour their voyage to Bantam. 
While in the vicinity of Luconia, they fupplied 
•Chemfelves with goats, guanoes, and fruit ; aiid 
were directed to a place where they might be 
fumifbed with plenty of cattle. 

The wind proving favourable, they proceeded 
to the fouthward ; and, in ^he 10th degree of 
^orth latitJide, were fo entangled by a cluder of 
iflands, that they were in imminent danger of 
being (hipwi%cked. However, they efcaped, and 
arrived at a froall idand near Borneo. They feem, 
indeed, to have cautioufly avoided touching at 
•Jiy place where they were likely to be encoun- 
tered by a fuperior force. On this ifland they 
hauled up the (hip, erected a tent, and fortified 
tberofelvies in the Itrongeft manner poililxie. 
At firil the natives, having never before feen 
' 'tay whitc'people, were very referved. A canoe, 
Aill of women, among whom was the queen of 
the iiland, accidentally falling in with them, 
leaped into the fea ; but being taken up and 
kindly treated, the people, by degrees, became 
familiarized to their vifitors ; and fupplied them 
with fuch fruits as the ifland produced. A traf- 
^c was aUb eftablifhed with the natives for mufk, 
civet, and bezoar. 

After a confiderable flay here, the buccaneers 
departed, and fleered for Timor. The muti- 
nous difpofition of the crew having long relaxed 
all difcipline, and being now carried to an alarm- 
ing height, Cowley, .one Hill, and eighteen 
others, feparated from the rell, and having pur- 
rbafed a large boat, failed for Java. The wind 
proving adverfe for their reaching Batavia, they 
made for Cbiriboa, a Dutch fa^lbry to the eaft- 

«ai:d^ 
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ward, where the governor received them 
kiiuliiefs. 

This fmall fat^ion here fplit into three pfi 
two of which concluded to fail for the I 
Bengal; while the third, conlrfting of Cc 
Hill, and another intimate friend, proceei 
BaiiiNiH. The r reception here was very frii 
and tiwy were proinifed a patTage to Kun 
the i^utcti i.alt India fleet. 

At til is period, the general was equi 
five ihips at war, to piocurc fatisfa6lion 
the native powers, for the malTacre of < 
Hollanders. Thefc fliips, however, wen 
deiiuticd aoainil Sillebar, an Engl lib fattl 
on the coat't ot Sumatra ; and Cowley, fa( 
of this, Aviilied to embark, with his frieiid 
that port. The Dutch retufinii; them perm 
they endeavoured to 1'ecure a floop, to 
them to the fame plj t : ; but it being ai 
bliihed law, that u..- veiiol was to be foh 
foreii^ner, they w.:re again difappointed in 
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and making a tcndor of thuir icmalcs to the Hol- 
landers i'or a bit of tobacco. In this refpcc^, 
Cowley diffprs. from the generality of voyagers, 
who reprefent the Hottentots as lar from being 
xininorai,,6r. indiiBerent to the conduct of theii 
.vives. . w . _ ^ 

-f.-' ^e.procceds, " tliey were the filthicfl men I 
/ever^faw^". Next day I walked round the town, 
.in which tl>f fc; are about oiie hundred hotifes, 
builc very low ; .but there is a ftrong cafile be- 
longing to tlii? Dutch, with cii^hty guns, well 
.* mounted, and a I'pacious mirtlen, replete with a 
« Vuft vaiiety of plants. This was the «;realell cu- 
- riolify we.faw at ihe Cape. Wc pr^troeded bc- 
■ yond the tcwn^ tf) ii \ilijige inhabited by the 
Mottentott^j or ilodu^fjndddS; lis tl.e IJoUauders 
term them. 'J liefe people arc laid to bo born 
white; but iU'Cjuiro a fable hue, by anointing 
their- bodies, and cxi-cfing their infants to the 
Am and fmoke. 'iiieir houfes are built, like the 
cabins of the svild Iriih, with the lire-piace in 
the mid<lle, round wliich 'they lie in coninuin, 
covered ^\ilh the (kin of foivie beiift. They eat 
every thiuii; that is fuul ; and will rake from the 
duHiihill the oilal tiir,>\\n there by the Dutch to 
li»cd their iU^ii,'!^. Tie men are not jeah us of 
• foreigners; but are Niifilant and fevere in regard 
to their own countrymen. Wiien the women 
many, they cut c)tf a ioiiit of the mithlle linuer; 
and if the hulhand dies, another joint iy ampu- 
tated ; and u> iiumy men as they marry, fo many 
joints they lofe. They are fuppofed to worihip 
the moon, becuufe, at the full aud change, th.ey 
itl]cipble in great numbers, dancing and rej-.icjng 
^-hile flie iinnes; but howling and lumenli.ig, 
Wh<m tliey axe deprive of Lcr iiiiht/' 



particular juurnal. 

While Cowley remained at the Caj 
an opportunity of witnefling the funer 
nies practifc'd among the natives. ()i; 
lixi>diig drank with the Europeans till I 
focated, his countrymen afiembled r 
and poured oil and rnilk dowp, his 
hopes that he might ftill be recovered ; 
iug their efforts vain, and that the 
was for ever gf)ne,, they prepared foi 
mcnt. The fidt (Ijaved him from hcf 
then, digging a hale in the ground, 
f*iliy placed him in a« fiTtin|r polture 
body and head ere6l, and hi«» legs j 
ftretched out horizontally, and pre 
Itraight. This performed, they propp 
with ftoncs in. the altitude they had 
Then a cojnpajiy ot* >\omen arrived to 
him ; who accompanied their lamenti 



OF CAJPTAtN COWLEY.' I169 

\ gaged in mirth and feftivity, Cowley fays, they 
wete alarmed with a flrange voice, crying. Came 
help / conie help ! a man overboard I The veffel 
being brou^t to, they fought in vain for the 
drowned perfofi ; and no man was found milling 
in either^ of the fhips. On this, it feems, they 
drew a conqlufion, founded on grofs notions of 
fuperfiition, to whicb. failors,, above all other 
people, are addided,. that this flrange voice pro- 
ceeded from the fpirit of fome perfon who had 
' b«cn drowned, in. tliofe latitudes. That a race 
of men, inured to dangers, and with minds, in 
fome meafure, enlightened by an intercourfe 
with various nations, (hould be fo (Irongly tinc- 
tured with fuperftition, may appear aftonifhing ;^ 
but the fa^ is, that the inferences to be drawn 
from their condudl on many occafions, are oppo- 
fitQ tp what might be expedcd.from their habits 
• and purfuits. 

On. the 20th of July they, palled Afccnlibn ; 
und in this latitude, a council of war was held on. 
tlie captain of the Ihip in. which Cowley failed. 
The charge againll him was, that he had formed 
a coqfpiracy, with five men more, to murder a 
perfon of quality and his lady, with fome other 
. paffengers ; and having fecured their riches,, to 
run away, with the fhip. The purfer was the 
principal, accufer : but,, en examination,. th« 
whole, ftory feemed fo improbable, that the capy 
tain was honourably acquitted, and the villain 
punifhed who had broached the charge. 

Soon after, the captain died of an inflamma- ^ 
tion in . his bewels ; and the fleerfman was pro- 
moted to the command, though not without op- 
pofitioiu This was the third captain in the 
.courfe of their bomeward-bound voyage. 

Vox. UL Q. ^^^ 
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On the 19th of \oguft, Cowley dcfcried land 
which be fuppofed to be the Ifle of Shetland 
but the captain for fome hours difputed the ac 
curacy of his obfervaiion. Tliree da^s after the; 
came up with the Ifle of Farley ; and on th 
26th, they had the wind all round the compafi. 

Before their arrival in Holland, Cowley ani 
his fi lends wiflied to be put on board an Englif 
ihip, that they fpoke in their courfe ; but th 
Dutch infilled on their proceeding to Helvoet 
fluys, where they arrived on the lil of Odobei 
Their paiTage from Batavia occupied the Ion 
period of feven months. 

After a (hort ftay in Holland, Cowley return 
ed to his native land. 

It may be proper to remark, that in this ac 
count of Cowley's voyage, we have only felcdtc* 
fiich particulars as dift'er from Dampier's, or ar 
related in a different manner. 

Cowley's hiftory is only to be traced in thi 
voyaj*o rimiid iha world. His futur;.^ purfuita 




VOYAGE OF 

CAPTAIN WOODES ROGERS, 
ROUND THE WORLD. 



FEW voyages are attended with a greater 
number olTingular circviinftances, and mor^ 
curious events than this. 

Though the moft refolute muft yield to the 
preirure of untoward circumftances, the noble 
fpirit will rife fuperior to events, and communi- 
cate its ardour to otherjs, N otwithftandin^ Djim- 
pier's ill fuccefs in the South Seas, on his return 
to England, he ftrenuoufly exerted ^^imi'cli^ 
among the merchants in the capital, to procure 
the equipment of a fquadron to attack the Aia- 
nilla fhips. But whether they regaraed him as 
a reftlefs fpeculator, or queltioned ihe practica- 
bility of the fcheme, certain it is, that he met 
■with Ijttle attention in London. Still pirpplkfT- 
ed with a favourable idea of this entcrpnle, he 
repaired to Briilol, where he had the good for- 
tune to engage nineteen gentlemen and mer- 
chants to enter into an aflociation for the prufe- 
cution of his purpofe. And by competent judges, 
it has been allowed, that never was an expedition 
of this kind fo happily adjufted, and fo well pro- 
vided for in all rcfpefts. Care was tak3n not 
only to forward fuccefs, but as far <^ poiFible to 
prevent mifcarriagc : a high degree of credit is, 
Q 2 Nja^-^W*^ 
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tiieicfore, due to the condudtors of this und^ 
taking. 

The firft objeft of their attentioB was to en- 
gage proper officers, in Which they fcem to 
ha've been peculiarly fortunate. Captain Woodes 
Roi^ers, the commoelore, was a bold, a^ve. inde- 
fatigable ofHcer ; firm to his purpofe, and not 
eafily fuCceptible of the adulation that wouU 
tempt him to do wrong. He poflefled the hap" 
picfl art of maintaining authority without rigouF> 
and of finding expedients in the moil difficult 
conjun6hires. 

Captain "Steplien Courtney was a man well 
born, well educated, and of a liberal fortune. 
He was a proprietor rn the fcheme ; and took a 
(hare in it, that he might the more effedualiy 
ferve himfelf and his ailociates. 

Captain Thomas Dover, the third in command, 
had hkewjfc a flake in the expeditioffi, and en- 
gaged in it from fimilar motives. By profeflion 
hv was ^ phyfician, and, towards tbe delinc of 
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Seas, where his name rendered him formidable 
to the Spaniards. 

The inferior officers were felcfted with care 
and judgment ; end even f tme attention was paid 
to the enlifting of the common men, who were 
ftimulated to defcrve well, by a promifed rccoiix- 
pcncc of thirty pounds, to fuch as ihoulci have 
the misfortune to lofe a limb in the fervice. 

Such is the general character of the parties 
concerned in this expedition, of which we are 
about to give the hiliory. Nor did the care of 
the proprietors ftop here ; they formed a code of 
laws and regulations, ibr the ufe of the officers 
and crews ; the principal articles of which were, 
thait they ihould keep together and ad in con- 
cert ; that they Ihould undertake nothing of con- 
fequence, without a deliberation in a council pf 
officers ; and above all, that they fhould mutual- 
ly aflift each other in regard to provifions and 
ilores. 

Of this voyage we have two accounts publifti- 
cd in a journal form : one by Captain Rogers, 
the other by Captain Cooke. - That of Captain 
Rogers we mean principally > to follow; but, 
where elucidation is neceflary, we shall blend 
them. 

• After the requiQte preparations, on the 1ft of 
Auguft 1708, the Duke, of three hundred ton», 
thirty guns, and one hundred and fevcnty men, 
Captain. Woodes Rogers; and the Duchefs, of 
two hundred and feventy tons, twenty-fix guns, 
and one hundred and fifty-one men, Captain Ste- 
phen Courtney, failed from King Road ; both 
fliips being furnilhed with legal coAimiffioris to 
cruife againfl the French and Spaniards, and to 
Q3 ^^ 
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dc> jointly, as belonging to the fame proprietors, 
merchants in BriftoL 

Their firfl dcftination was the Cove of Cork, 
where they arrivetl on the 6th. Here they tooic 
ill refresh nicnts, changed fome of the men, and 
inlided others. I'hay had double the number of 
officers ufual in privateers, at once to prevent 
mutinies, and that they might be provided with 
a proper fuccelfion, in cafe of mortality. 

While they lay here, with a laxity of moral 
principle, fo general among mariners, the crews 
r(»rmed a number of raatiimonial connedious. 
Among oithers. a Dane was joined, by a Romi(h 
priell,to an I rilh woman, without their undcrftand- 
ing a word of each other's language, fo that they 
could only convcrfe by an Interpreter ; yet this 
pair ftiewed more genuine affei^lion, when they 
were about to feparate, than all the reft ; and 
the man continued melancholy for fome 'time. 
A raifogunill would probably afcribe this affec- 
tion to the very ca.iiir iIulI a ctminioii nbfervLT 
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The fliip's crew were then called on deck, and 
informed by the captains of their real defti nation, 
«,nd the nature of their voyage ; in order, that 
they might exchange with Captain Paul, any 
hands that were averfe to fo long and dangerous 
a voyage, Only one man was di'lTatisfied, and be - 
afligned this curious reafon, that he was fet down 
for a tithingman that year, and he was appre- 
heniive his wife might be obliged to pay forty 
Ihillings for the default. The poor fellow, how- 
ever, feeing all his companions Co alert, foon for- 
got his dithculty, and agreed Co follow their for- 
tunes. 

Early in tn« morning of the IOth„ thfy faAV 
a fail, to which they immediately gave chace, 
and about three in the aftenioon brought E'er to, 
after two broad fides. From fome words cafually 
4lr(>p))ed by tlta men, who wci'e in a ftate of in- 
toxication, (lie was fufpeded.to have contraband 
goods on board ; but alter a general fearch and 
examination^ tiiidii)g it would be diiUcult to 
prove her a prize, and being unwilling to iofe 
time by carrying her into port, they difinided 
her without the lead embezzlement. On this, 
the mafter made Cuptaiin Rogers a prefent of fome 
hams and dried beef, and received in return a 
dozen of red ftreak cyder. The fhip Ihewed^ 
Swediih colours, and belonged to Stadt. Oa 
leaving the Duke and Ducheik, ihe faluted with 
four guns. 

While Captain Rogers was invefligating the 
nature of the capture on board, a deiign had been 
^hv^taly formed by the boatfwain, three inferior 
officers, and ieveral men of his own fhip, to 
make a prize of the Swede ; and upon her being 
given uj), they bt^gan to ftkfcii ^^va.^VyKi& ^^ ^^^ 
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content, and to mutiny. 'Ihis diforder wasfooa 
ftop|jC(l, by clappin*; ten oi the nrtoll forward in 
irons, dir|>iacing tlie boiiu\vLin. and giving a I'c- 
vcMi* \vt!i|)ping lo one of the principal tomenters 
of the clilturbance, 

A difpoftlion of the fame kind a})peared on 
boaid theDuchefs; but its turbulence fubfideii, 
Avhru the nuiiinous party on board the coufort 
fliip \vaft> quoiled. 

llowevtr, thoui;h thefe mifguidcd men were 
fccuird troni aduai nnfchict, they fnll cthtinucd 
to m flame thfir companions, by roj)rcfentmg that 
they sufienui in the cau^e of the crew, who, 
therefore, uuitlit to life and rcfcue them. And to 
fuch an height did iliis commotion rife, that a 
failor adviinced to Captain llogers, with the belt 
part of the l)iip*s company at liib lu&cls, and de- 
manded the difcarded boaiiwain cut of cufiody. 
Tlie captain temporized, till Laving decoyed him 
into a private coniercnceon the quaitere.eck, he 
ordered him to be ft^i/t^d inwl f<juiidly wljppod* 




Ifcai^y in the morning of the 1 8th> they efpied 
ft (hip right ahead, and in five hours came up 
kvith her, and took her. She wifiLs « Spaniard, 
bound from Tenerilfe to Fuerteventura, with fe- 
deral paflifugers of both fexes, and laden' with 
Cundry forts of goods. Next day they bor^ aWay 
for Oratavia Road, and fent a deputation to treat 
abotit taiifoming the veflel, and to procure wirie 
and other refresh merits. Mrs Vanburgh, agent 
for the owners, on board the Duke, accompanied 
this party, contrary to the inclination of Captain 
Rogers. 

Soon after, a boat came off from the town, 
with a letter from the refident Englifli merchants, 
in which they expoHulated with the two captains 
for making a prize of the bark, alleging that a 
free, trade faJd been agreed to in thofe iflands, 
between hermajefty Queen Anne and the Kings 
of fr*rance and Spain, which had been fo religi- 
cnifly obferved by the latter, that they had caufed 
an ^ngUih -Anp, captured by a French privateer, 
to be rtfftort^. The merchants farther repre« 
Tented the danger of reprifals, and the account 
which the captors muft render ibr their condud 
at home. 

To this epidle the captains immediatety re« 
turned an anfwer, in which they^ftated, that ha v* 
ing no inftrudions relative to the Sipanifli lliips 
trading among thofe iflands, they could not think 
of deli^er4ng «p their prize, without fome order 
or ^proclamation of her majcfty. That in cafe 
Mr. Vanburgh, whom the merchants had detain- 
ed, was not reftored, "they woiild carry away all 
the Spaniih prifoners ; and if any detriment was 
apprehended to the £ngli(h fadlory, ihe mer* 
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chants migjtt obviate it, by ranfoming the bark; 
end feeking redreis at hume, if they conceived 
Jhemielvos aggrieved. 

Several other letters and explanations paifed} 
but the merchants binding that the captains were 
not to be intimidated by threats, or awed by fear 
of confequenccs, at laft feat off one of their ntun- 
ber, accompanied by Mr. Vanburgh, together 
"wirh five butts of \vin«, and a quantity of provi- 
fions and refrcfhments/ 

Matters btiiig now in a train of accommoda* 
tion, the captains caufed the goods to be takn 
out of the prize, and th«n fold her to the faclo^- 
for four hundred and fifty dollars^ .and deliverrf , 
\ip all the prifoners. After this tranfa^tioD, • 
commitiee was held, by whom the whole bui- 
nefs was fcutinized, and unauimoitily approved; 
a mode of proceeding that was (leadily purfued 
during the whole voyage, and which was attend- 
ed with the happiell efieCiS. ■ 

On the laft day of September they ran by St 
Lucia, one of the Cape de Verd Illands ; and in 
a few hours, came to an anchor in the harbour of 
St. Vincent. Knowing the Ifland t« be uninbi" 
bited, they were furprilcd to fee feveral men on 
ihore ; and to folve this m\ fiery, Captain Cooke 
proceeded in the pinnace, and found the vifitori 
vere Purlu^uefe from St. Anthony, who hai 
been allured to this fpct to catch turtle. 

The Ifland of St. Lucia furnifl.es wood sd 
water, iiou;s, goats, and abundance of (iuinrt 
fowl. 'J he road where the Ihips lay was weJ 
ilored with ti(h. In the woods they obicr^f^ 
Jjumcrous fpidcvs, -wYwAvj \iv^<\^\l^,>*^^\^i ^&& large u 
walnuts. andtWu wcXi's ics ^w^w^i, ^^ vn\^\^\ 
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threads^ Thefe webs being thickly fufpcnded 
acroCs the paths and avenues, occaiioned Ibme 
diHicuUy to the paliengerk. 

While thoy lay heie, new difturbances broke 
out aineni; the crews in relation to plunder ; to 
allay which, for the prefent, and to prevent a re- 
turn in future, new articles of agreement were 
framed, which met with the unanimous approba« 
lion of both fliii>s. 

During the time that they were engaged in 
careening the lliips, and in laying in wood and 
water, a linguill was difpatched, witlia very re- 
fpedful leiter, to the governor of thefe Iflands, 
requeiling his permilfion to traffic for relVefh- 
ments, as being fubjeds of Great Britain, and al- 
lies of Portugal, boon atter, the deputy gover- 
nor, who was a negro, came on board the Duke, 
witl* a fupply of hogs, fouls, oranges, limes, wa- 
ter melons, mu(k meic^ns, tobacco, brandy, and 
other ueccHkrie**, for which he received an equi- 
valent in prize goods of fmall intrinhc value. 

The captains, delaying their voyage for fome 

'ays, on account of the linguill, who had pro- 

)ngcd his ftuy, at lall found themfelves obliged 

\ rcfolve to fail without him. To adopt fuch a 

folution, they fotmd themfelves the more in- 

ined, that Intm tjii> examjjitc itthcrs might take 

irning, svho oeiog ff^ht ob |l|j»jfc iqfegleded to 

mply with tt»^i^;iiiljLj^^iilii»n'i;r^^ to retura 

en th( ir ]-j^^^i*:'.-vvyjrfed:r'^ '■ •''. - 

The 1 lla 1 1 J 1 ^ ' L ( L^ rrt ' is ; raounfiiiifiOTis and 

ren, ami lb;; *i»nr. j-> r^^lcoiiftl but iiidiflerent. 

» xnny pf^fe^ah^^ :ii^re Ti"om itt* l>e.ing overrun 

\ wood**^^pt:>tintife(^t^, 'however, who fell 

hero, ittiffltt rf&d'i ai^d all were relieved by 

fcditm, , 
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On the 8th oi' OAober, having put tlie deputy 
f;f)vernor on fhorc, where he was^bliged to take 
up \m night's lodging in a cavern, a; there ^cn 
IK) hiibitatious the- captains fet fail for the coaf 
of BraiiU In this palTage, optwithHaDding al 
the precautions which had boeu uf#d, new dif 
])utcs arole among the men ; and after variou! 
confultations, it was refolvcd, that Mr. Page 
vho acted as fecond mate of the Duchcfe^ (houlc 
be removed on board the I^uke, and another p«r 
fon fubfti^uted inhjj rpoip. Captain Cookfi vm 
« ommiflioned to execute thi« order ; but Page 
forgettul oChis duty to his fqpqrior officers, ftrud 
the captain ; and it was not without force, tha* 
ho was conveyed on bouvd the Duke. Bein| 
cliarsod with mu|iny, he defin-d leave to retire 
on f(»mc private bufipefs, for a ininuto or two 
^^hich.bein2 gcajDtod he took the opportunity, cl 
i limping overboard,, in. hopes of being able to 
n'uch his forjuicyc Hup-;: but beings taken up and 
])iinif)icd, an eu<l was again put to tJbis diflenlion. 
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,tbe Ifle of Grande. Here new quarrels arofe, 
Bud matters had certainly been carried to adai^- 
gerous pitch on board the Duchefs, had not Cap- 
tain Courtney immediately clapped eight of the 
rioters in irons. This intimidated the reft; and, 
in all probability, prevented an attempt to run 
'iiway with the fhip. 

The ill humours of the crew, however, were 
not quite done away. In a few days, fomc of 
the men endeavoured to efcape and fecrete them* 
felves in the woods. Two of them belonging to 
the Duchefs being alarmed, during the' night, 
with the cries of monlceys and baboons, which 
they took for tigers, were fo frightened into duty, 
that they plunged into the water, and halluoed 
to be fetched on board; when they exprefled 
contrition for their elopement^ and were ridici^- 
ed for their fears. 

Early next morning, a canoe was difcovercd, 
And nailed to come on board ; but her crew en- 
deavouring to efcape, made the £ngli(h fufpici- 
ous of their deligns; and accordingly, the pin- 
nace and yawl 'were difpatched inpurfuit of her* 
Before the canoe . could be brought to, it was 
found necefTary to fire into her, by which anindian 
was wounded. The owner and ileerfman proved 
to be a friar, who had in his pofleffion a quantity 
of gold, which Captain Rogers fuppofed he had 
obtained in the lucrative U-ade of confeffion an|i 
abfolution. The wounded Indian was attended 
by the furgeon; but he died in two hours. ^ The 
friar was conduded on board the Duke; but 
though he was hofpitably entertained, he expreff- 
ed great cfaagrin at the lofs of his gold and the 
d*ath of his flave, and threatened to feek redreCi 
either in Portugal or England^ )iext dayi two 

Vol,. UI. H 



182 ftOGSRt's VOTAGV. 

of the Englifhy ivho had deferted, were taken, 
and put in irons, and the next day the fliips left 
this place. 

The liland of Grande is an elevated fpot, rifiif 
into a point in the middle. In the vicinity are 
feveral other fmall iflands, or rather rocks, of a 
circular form, thjst make a very pidurefque ap- 
pearance. "Hie cove where Captain Rogers wa- 
tered afforded- good flielter; and the foundiofi 
in the epvirons were generally ten fiahoms deep. 
The circumference of Grande is about mm 
leagues, and its whole extent is woody. Mon- 
keys and other wild beads abound here; nor 
is there any defieicncy in falutary fruits^ fvch ai 
oranges, lemons, and guavas. Beef and mutton 
were found to be cheap enough, but in-no great 
abundance; hoga wereiUll morefcarce. .Qi&- 
da is the only kind of bread known here. 

The weather was delightfully fine during the 
time that the ftiipa remained here ; bul the heat 
of an almoft perpendicular fun was intenfe, and 
nearly infupportable. Captain Rogers confulted 
KieuhoiTs Defcription of Brafil, and found it ve- 
rified by his own obfcrvations. 
■ Continuing their voyage to the fodthwaid, 
they gradually advanced into cold latitudes ; and 
the tranfition had a very perceptible tffe€t on the 
Inalth of the crew& Thb induced Rogers to 
bear away for the Ifland of Juan Femandoa, 
which they could not find without fopse difficul- 
ty, from the eontradidory manner in which it I ' 
had bcenlaid down in the different charts. Even I ^ 
Dampier iiimfclf, who carried a map of the j 
i/7iind in bis head, l\vax v:^ ^o>\vvd to correfpood IF 
with the appeerance oi xW co>\\vVrs^^^^^«AML- U 
hd degree, was at aW^^V^iv* x^ ^vi!«\ vcoJ^^ 
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ttm Rogen was, at lad, obliged to make the 
ttainland of Chili, in order to ilrike a more cer<^ 
tain courfe to Juan Fernandez. 

On the 5th of January 17099 they encounter- 
ed a violent (brm, in which the Dachefs was 
Bearly loft. As the crew were going to fupper on 
the evening of that day, fhe (hipped a fea at 
the poop, which beat in all the cabin windows 
' and bulk head, and hove the firft lieutenant half 
way between the decks, with foveral muikeU and 
. piilob which hung there, darting a' fword^ fuf* 
pended from the bulk head of the cabin, through 
a>|iammock and rug near the (leerage; and had 
not the bulk head given way, all who were in the 
cabin muft have ^nevitably bebn drowned. 
The yawl was ilaved to pieces- on deck ;. and 
when the violence and cflcd of this- fhock are 
confidered, it is furprifing that many were not 
killed. However, they all efcaped with their 
lives, and only one or two were wounded ;. but 
there was not a dry rag of clothes left in the Aiip ; 
the chefts, hammocks, and bedding being all 
. Ibaked in water. 

On the 15th they flood to the northward,, and 
ibund fmooth water in the South Seas. Twa 
days after they made an accurate obfervalion, 
which convinced them they had doubled Cape 
Horn, and were to the northward of Cape Vic- 
toria. The men now began to fall thick with 
the fcurvy ; when, to their great joy, they came 
before Juan Fernandez on the 1ft of February. 

Immediately Captain Dover went off in the 
pinnace in fearch of provtfions, and to find a 
convenient place for anchorage^ but as night foon 
begali to fet in, and darknefs to incr^e, the 
crews were a good deal alarmed for the Cafet^ oC 
R 2 "^"^^ 
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their companions, by the appeaisoDCe of a fire oa 
ihore, which made them concluded there wen 
ihips in the roadw. Thefe Hiips it was conjedtnr- 
€k1 were French ; and thence they drew the na^ 
tural conclufion, that they muft either be obliged- 
to light them, or remain in want of water or re- 
frefliments on ihore» fo very defiiBble, andfo 
very neceflary. 

While under thefe difagreeable impretfioos, 
they ibood to the weitward, in order to fall in 
with the foutherly \yinds, and having pafled the 
ifland, they returned again on a different tack; 
and initead of difcovering an enemy, had thelk- 
tisfadiun to find the coaft clear in every diredion. 

Captain Dover and his party having been pre* | 
vioufly taken up at iisa, he was again fent off iu ' 
th6 yawl, with Mr. Fry and fix men. well armed. ' 
^Meanwhile the Duke and Duchefs kept plying 
to get in ; but fucli heavy fqualls blew from the 
land, as forced them to ufe all the arts of fea- 
jnanfhip, to prevent them froin being driven of 
thecoah. 

The yawl not returning fo foon as was expe& 
ed, Captain Rogers difpatched the pinnace^ well 
armed, to learn the occafion of her i^ay, as he 
began to be apprehenQve that the Spaniards 
might have garrifoned the ifland, and feized hii 
men. He, therefore, ordered a fignal to be put 
out for the boat, and the Duchefs to fhew « 
French enfign. 

In a ftiort time, howpver, the pinnace returned 

Vfith a liberal fupply of crawfifh, and a nan 

clothed in goat's ikins, whofe looks were as wild 

as his attire was xincowxXi, 'Wa^ ^<w^<cs^^ viha 

mil ever be diftiug^^ailVved \u \\\^^jT^Qs\^Q\s«»s*-, 

had be^u four ^eaxs axid io^x m«cc^^ ^^ 
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ifiand, being left there by Captain StradHng, 
viho commanded the (hip calkd the Cinque 
Ports, of which the ftranger had been mailer.^ 
His name was Alexander Selkirk, and having 
formerly (ailed with Dampier, he was reeoro- 
mended by that gentleman as a moft excellent 
mariner ; and in confequence, was immediately 
put into the place of mate on board the Duke. 
It was this man who had made a tire the preced- 
ing evening, having rightly conjedured that th« 
ihips were Englifli. During his long Aay on 
this uninhabited fpot, he had obferved fevcral 
ihips pafs by; but only two came to an anchor, 
and thefe belonged to the Spaniards, from whom 
he with difficulty efcaped. To any other nation 
he would gladly have fubmitted, that he might 
once more have regained human fociety ; but he 
preferred death or eternal folitude, to the danger 
•f falling into the hands of the Spaniards, from. 
\ihom he ex-pcded inilant dedrudtion, or pro- 
longed mifcry in the mines ; w^l knowing their 
mortal averfion to any foreigner, who was fo well 
acquainted with the South Seas, The Spaniards, 
ic feems, had landed before he could recognifo 
their country, and approached fo near as to fhoot 
at him. With iniinite difficulty he tried to 
efcape their aim and their purfuit. Providenti- 
ally, however, he was able to climb up a tree un- 
feen by his enemies; and though fome of them 
made water at the foot of ic, and killed feveral 
goats clofe by, they retired without difcovering 
his retreat. 

Selkirk, happy in his deliverance, gave an un- 
vamifhed account of himfelf. He faid that be was 
bom at Largo, in the county of Fife, in Scollaipd, 
and was bred a failor (romh^ boyiih yeo.^ Aiehail 
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been conne^d with the buccaneers, and had 
gone through many of the dangers of that refo- 
Jute body of men. In confequence, however, of 
a di£ference between him and his captain, and 
thevellel in which he failed beiug leaky, he at 
£rlt^was inclined to remain here; and afterr 
vards, when the idea of. folitude prefled fo 
ilrongly on his mind as to overcome pcrfonal ani- 
molity ^nd private danger, and he was defiroui 
of being taken on board, his captain refiifed ta 
^mit him. He had been at the iiland before to 
wood and water, when two of the ihip's company 
were left on it for fvc months, till the ihip, 
which had been chafed from thence by two 
French South Sea ihips, returned, and took them 
on board. 

When abandoned to his fate, he had with him 
his clothes and bedding, bcfides a firelock, feme 
powder, bullets, and tobacco, a hatchet, a knife, 
a kettle, a bible, fome pradUcal difcourfes, and 8 
few mathematical books and inllrumeats. With 
this (lender flock of accommodations, he fought 
provifion and amufenient in the jbefl manner h« 
could; but, for the firfl eight months, it requir- 
ed all his fortitude to bear up againfl the melan- 
choly idea of being cut off from human focietj, 
and left in fuch a defolate place. 

At length learning to become reconciled to 
bis defliny, he fet about building two huts of 
|)imento wood, which he covered with long grafs, 
and line4 with the fkins of goats. Thefe ani- 
mals he fhot with abundant eafe while his po^'der 
laSied, which, however, was no more than a 
pound, and ihcTcioTe iooxi eY.V^a.\i^^\. 

He procured fire by iVve nXoX^yvV ^t\evv«^ ^S.n»^ 
pieces of pimento vio^d xo^cx\x^^> ^^Vx^\?*v 
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imd as there was plenty of fiiel, he had thus one 
efleotial comfort always in his own uower. The 
lefler hut, which was built at foine oiilance from 
the other, was ufed as his kitchen : in the large 
one he ilept, and employed himfelf in reading 
and religious • exercifes ; fo that as he himfelf 
obferved, he was a better Chriilian in hisfolitude 
than he ever was before, and feared (hould ever 
be again. 

At firfl he never eat any thing till prelfed by 
the calls* of hunger, which partly arofe from 
his dejection of uiind, and partly from his want 
of bread and fait ; nor did he retire to reft, 
till he was able to watch no longer. The pi* 
men to wood, which burns very clear, not only 
fupplied the place of fire and candle, bi^t exhila- 
rated his fpirits with its fragrant odour. 

Fifti might have been procured in great plen^ 
tyi but as he had no fait to cure them, or to eat 
with tliem, and found them too relaxing, he ab- 
ftained from their ufc. However, he indulged 
himfelf in crawfifli, nearly as large as our lobfters, 
which he found very good and ialutary. Thefe 
be fometimcs boiled, and at others broiled, as he 
did his goat's fleih, of which he made a very nu- 
tritive brolh. The fle(h of thefe animals is not 
fo rank as with us. He kept an account of five 
hundred which he h^ killed during his refidcnce 
here, and of his having caught above as many 
more, which he marked on tbe car, and thei^ 
gave them their liberty. 

When Selkirk's ammunition failed, he paugkt 
the goats by fwiftnpis of foot ; for being cleared 
of allgrois humours by the continual exercifeof 
walking and running, and living almoft in a (late 
of nature; he ran with fuch tlcetnefs throui^hth^.- 
woodtj, AQc) uf the hills auA loOu^^ >^x^\ ^^ 
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fwifteft goat in the ifland was fcarcely a match 
for him. This was verified by the perfons on 
board the Duke and Duchefs, who» while they 
ilaycd at this place, employed Idm^ catch goats ; 
and having a bull dog fent him from one of the 
(hips, with feveral of the nimbleft of the crew to 
aflift him, he difianccd and tired both the dog and 
men, caught the goats by dint of fuperior Mft- 
nefs, and brought them off on his back. 

He told them an anecdote of hhnfidf, that bis 
agility in purfuing a goat had once well niEh 
coft him his life ; for being eageriy engpiged mm 
purfuit, he caught his prey jdlonthe veigie of a 
precipice, of which he was ,Jiot aware, and tum- 
bled down, together with it, a prodi|;ioii8 heig^it 
He was fo ftunned and bniifed with the fell, 
that he lay nearly twenty-four hours in a fUt« 
of infenfibilityt; and on recovering his recoUec- 
tion, he found the goat dead under him. He i 
was fo much hurt by this accident, that he fouiui ' 
great <iifficulty in crawling to his hut, which | 
was about a mile's diftance ; nor was he able to | 
tlir abroad again for ten days. By degrees he ! 
came to relifh meat fufficiently, without the ad- 
dition of bread or ialt : perhaps the laft is an un- 
natural and injurious condiment ; and lefs quan« 
titles of the former certainly might fuffice, where 
there is no rcftraint in animal food. ' Some of 
Dampier's men had fown a few turnips on this 
iiland, which had now overfpread feveral acres, 
and yic^lded a grateful vegetable to the folitary 
lord of the fpot. From the cabbage trees, he 
derived another ufeful aliibent ; and as he had 
p/enty of pimento, ox 3aioa\c%\fc\f^\^V«;^w tt 
no ioA for a fea^omu^lo V\\ n\%sA». V«x^^ 
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geta, tirhich proved an excellent carminitive, and 
a remedy in bowel complaints. 

Selkirk foon wore out his (hoes and clothes by 
running, and penetrating the tangled woods. 
When his original drefs was gone, he furnifhed 
bimfelf with a coat and cap of goat's (kins, which 
he fewed with thongs of the fame material, In-« 
fiead of a needle, he made ufe of a pointed nail ; 
and when his knife, with which he cut thefe 
thongs, was worn to the back, he fabricated 
others out of iron hoops that were left aihore, by 
beating them llraight, and grinding them on 
flones to fomething like an edge. 

'The neceffity of his circumftances put him 
upon fe.veral curious devices, Having fome linen 
by him, he contrived, by the aififtante of a nail' 
and the worfted of his old (lockings, to make i^ 
up into (hirts. When thus providentially difco- 
vered^ he had his la(^ (hirt on, 
• Being. obliged: to go barefoot, his feet had ac-> 
quired a degree of callofity, which rendered the 
ufe of (hoes and (backings pot only ufelefs but; 
jrkfome at fird. Jndeedy it was fome time be- 
fore he could fubrait to wear them, as kis feet 
fwelled on hh^ atteiupt to conform himfelf to ori^- 
ginal ufages. 

During his long fequeftratioa in the Ifland of 
Juan Fernandez, he hit on various expedients to 
relieve the tediou(^i6(s of tin^e. After having 
overcome the fir(l impre(lions of melan^^holy, he 
ufed to amufe himfelf with cutting his name oi^ 
the tree9, and the date and continuance of hi^- 
folitude. At firil he was mudi peftered witl^ 
rats, which having been conveyed hither by fome 
Iluropean (hips, had got on (bore, and inpreafedi 
prodigioufly. : Thefe fon^etim«« fgft&w^d W ^^^^x 

I 
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and clothes while he flept, which induced him 
to make fHends with the cats, by feeding then 
liberally with goat's flefh. By degrees th^ grew 
fo tame, that he has been furrounded by hun- 
dreds nt once; and by fuch powerful auxili- 
aries, he was foon freed from the depredations 
of the rats. He alfe found means to domefticate 
fevcral kids ; and to divert his languor, would 
now and then dance and fing with them and his 
cats; fo that by the favour of Providence, ind 
the vigour of youth, being now only thirty years 
old, he at lad vanquiihed all the inconveniences 
of folitude, and grew reconciled to his fituation. 
When he was firll taken on board Captaia 
Rogers's (liip, he had fo much forgot his native 
language, from long difufe, that he oould fcarce- 
ly make himfelf intelligible. A dram being of- 
fered him, he declined it with evident averfion; 
for being habituated to water, he could not en- 
dure any thing of a fpirituous nature ; and, in- 
deed, it was (ome time before he could relilh the 
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fnow; but the rains arc fometimes exceilively 
heavy. The heat of the fummer is moderate ; 
and there is not much thunder or tempeftuoos 
weather of any fort. 

Selkirk law no venomous or favage creature 
on his domaiu ; nor any large ^uaduped, fave 
scats, the breed of which had been fet on fliore 
nere by Juan JFernandez, a Spaniard, who, with 
a few families, attempted to colonize the iflaud; 
but afterwards removed to Chili, a fituation 
more lucrative and eligible. The goats, how- 
ever, having got pofleffion of the remote and 
alraoft inacceinble fpots of the ifland, could not 
be diflodged ; and to this day fumiih fupplies for 
v-eflels that occaiionally vifit the place. 

Only a few of Selkirk's countrymen had the 
curiofity to vifit his retreat ; the way to it was 
fo rugged and intricate, that perfons, unufed to 
fuch fcenes, could with difficulty proceed. All, 
however, acknowledged his utility in facilitat- 
ing the bufinefs of wooding and watering, and 
laying io provifions, which his acquaintance 
with the fpot rendered eafy to him. He like- 
wife was iniirumental in recovering the Tick, by 
dircding to a plant, refehibling feverfew, of a 
molt grateful and cordial fcent, with which the 
tents of the ailing were flrewed, to their fenfibla 
comfort and advantage. Several bundles of this 
plant, being colleded and dried in the (hade, 
were carried on board, to be ufed as occafion 
might require. 

It (hould here be remarked, what indeed few 
are ignorant of, that when Selkirk came to Eng- 
land, he was advifed to put his papers into the 
hands of the celebrated Daniel Defoe, to arrange 
for publication; but th«^t ingenious literary pir 

4 



which will ferve to recal his name, mu 

and improve every perfon fufccptibie of 

imprefTions. 

To return to the hillory of the voyf 

the Sd of February the fmith's forge wa 
, - on (hore, and the carpenters fet to wor 

tain Rogers had a fmall t«nt raifed fbi 
I ; ■ and the Duchefs had a large one 

i- . ' accommodation of the Hck. Some of 

? * ^ board were employed in fupplyiilg the 

I' various kinds of fifh, of which the coai 

S'v ■;, cd a luxuriant ftore. There were a) 

■,l^XX' marine fowls, of confiderable fize, in 

■j:/^' but they had a fifhy tafte. Mr. Selk 

t'.^.y: was now complimented with the titles 

i" ' I nor, never failed to' procure two or th 

j : i a day, for the relief of the fick ; by th< 

\l i which, together with a liberal fupply c 

;^^' :f- bles, and the natural falubrity of the 
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Supplied- the place of candles : and Wfts fome* 
times ufed by the Tailors inftead df butter; and 
proved not unpleafant. 

Seals were extremely numerous^ and were pre- 
ferred by the (hips companies to their cuiloma^ 
ry proviiions. Indeed feme efteeraed the fleih 
of this animal equal to Englifh lamb. 

As they had received intelligence at the Ca- 
tiaries, that five (lout French (hips were about 
to fail into thefc feasy the £ngli(h made all pof- 
fible expedition to convey their neceflfaries on 
board ; And on the 13th of February, a confult- 
ation was held, in which fcvcral regulations 
"were made for prefcrving fecrecy, difcipline, and 
honedy, on buard both vefTels ; and next day they 
weiglied, with an intention of (leering for the 
I (land of Lobos de la Mar ; having loll no more 
than two men on the Ifland of Juan Fernandez. 

On the 17tb, two men were exchanged be- 
tween the Duk* and Duchefs, to fee that reci- 
procal judice was done; and to prevent anyjea- 
loufy that might arife between the crews. Samo 
day they made land, which they fuppofed was 
the l(le of Pajaros ; and on the 24th they cro(red 
the tropic of Capricorn. Here they faw feve- 
ral tropic birds, among which were boobies. 
Thcfe birds arc about the fize of a magpye : they 
are high fliers, and fubfift chiefly on fi(h. 

A few days after, the pinnaces were hoidod 
iato the water, to try them under fail, with a 
froall gun fixed in each. It was intended to ufe 
them as fmall privateers, and it was found they 
peribrmed to expt'6lation. 

On the 3d of March, the weather was ex- 
tremely hot. This day they faw feveral trees 
and pieces of wood floating in the water, witb 

VOL. JiJ. S \WKK^ 
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many weeds, on \\'hich abundance of fea-larks 
were perched. Captain Cooke (hot feme of them, 
as alfo It fc-aly which immediately funk. Witk 
the fizgig, rhcy ftruck a very larj^e fun-tifli ; but 
it efcaped at lafl from their purfuit. Here they 
faw feveral flying dlh, which darted fometiroes 
as far as a gun (hot before they dropped in the 
water. They feemed to be much perfecuted bj 
thoir enemies the dolphins, which, fwimnuDg 
with great velocity, frequently catch them, 
when e.xhaufied, on the furface of the fea. 

The nights foon became very cold, confidcrin| 
the latitude ; nor were the days fo hot i<s oiigh 
have been expefted in a climate where it neve 
rains. The Aodumal dews, however, compen 
Aite this deficiency, though the air is genenill; 
fcrene. 

On the 1 5th they took a fmall vcflTel bouni 
from Guiaquil to Cheripe, to load for flour : lb 
had been out fixteen days. The mailer and crti 
wrre InJiaijs, and flic bad only one Spanlth jiaj 
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lire of Captain Dampier, about four years before^ 
snd that Captain Stradling's fhip, the Cinque 
Ports, who was Dampier's confort, foundered on 
the coafl of Barbacom, where only he and about 
fix or feven of his men were faved. Thefe being 
taken captives, were fent to Lima, where they 
had been detained ever fince ; fo that Selkirk, 
compared to them, might have thought himfelf 
happy in his folitude at Juan Fernandez. 

Having manned the prize with Engliih failors, 
they proceeded for Lobos ; and had it not been 
for the information received from the crew 
of the captured vefTel, the (hips probably would 
have been endangered by attempting to run over 
the ihoals that lie between the ifland and the 
main. 

On the 17th, however, they came to an an- 
chor, between the two Iflands of Lobos de la 
Mar ; and next day, prepared to fit out • the 
|5rizc as a cruifcr, under the command of Mr. 
Stratton, giving her the appropriate appellation 
of, the Beginning. By the 20th (he was ftored 
with provifions, and manned with thirty-two 
ixien ; after which, (he put to fea, together with 
the Duchefs. In a few days the Duchefs brought 
in another prize, of fifty tons burden, with a car- 

S of timber, fome cocoa nuts, and tobacco, which 
ft was diflributed equally among the crews. 
^ This new prize was called the Increafe ; and 
being cleaned and refitted, the fick were tranf* 
ported on board her, under the care of the fur- 
goon and Mr. Selkirk, who a6led as mailer. 

The Iflands of Lobos de la Mar, where they 

lay, are fo called, to difliiiguifh them from Lobos 

de la Tarra. They are about fix miles long, and 

ibrty-eight from the continent ; and a£ford nei- 

S 2 ^^ 
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ther wood, water, or vegetables* TTie foil is a 
ileril white clay, mixed with fand and rociLS, 
and fevcral veins of flate. Ships, however, find 
fafe anchorage here, in about twenty fathoms 
water. 

Carrion crows almoU cover the fpot, which 
Captain Cooke, at landing, taking for turkeys, 
felicitated himfelf at the light, and hoped to 
fare delicioufly. So eager was he to enjoy this 
fancied favourite food, that he leaped into the 
water with his gun, before the "boat could land 
him ; and getting near to two of them, that were 
fitting on a rock, brought them down at once. 
But judge his< difappointment, and the ridicule 
to which be was cxpofed, when, coming up to 
feize his game, he found it ftunk infufierably; 
and that the fcafb he had promifed himfelf had 
furnifhed only ajeftagainft him. 

In thefe iflands are likcwife penguins, peli« 
cans, and boobies, and a fort of duck, that bur- 
rows in the ground*. The fhips crew procured 
immenfe quantities of thefe laft, and praifed 
them as being delicious food. They found abun* 
dance of bulrufhes and empty jars, which had 
been left by the Spanifh filhermen ; for all over 
this coail, jars are ufed inftead of caiks, as the 
receptacles of oil, wine, and otHer fluids. 

The Ifles of Lobos alfo afforded fome fea-lions, 
and abundance of feals, much larger than thofe 
at Juan Fernandez ; but lefs valuable for their 
furs. Several of thefe were killed for the faka 
of their livers ; but a Spaniard, who was on board, 
dying fuddenly after th\"i k\wd of recall,' the oir 
cers interdi<acd the ufe oi t\v\s l\i^^^cil^\ ^'^^-tf^ 

« Is thU the «n?* tJL^otu^ ^^ V«mx«.>»\ 
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m fatare. Indeed the pri Toners accounted all 
feal flcih, particularly if old, very unfriendly to 
the human conflitution. 

The wind, which always blew freHi over land, 
brought a very noifome and offenfive fmcll from 
the feals on ihore, which gai^e feveral perfons a 
violent headach ; though th<!y had never perceiv- 
ed the fame effluvia nor effeds from the feals on 
the (hores of Juan Fernandez. 

The captains were informed by their prifoncrs, 
that it was believed, the widow of the late vice- 
roy of Peru would (hortly embark, for Acapulco, 
ivith her family and riches ; and (lop at Paita to 
refresh, or fail within fight of it. She was to be 
conveyed by a king's fhip of thirty-fix guns. They 
farther faid, that about eight months before, a 
Ihip, with two hundred thoufand pieces of 
eight, and a dignitary of the church, with much 
plate on board, befidcs a cargo of Aour and li* 
quors, had pafied by Paita for Acapulco. They 
alfo added, that one Signior Morel was left at 
Paita, in a fiout (hip laden with dry goods; that 
lie was bound for Lima ; and that a Slip, richly 
laden, was expected in a few days, from Panama* 
On receiving tliis interefting intelligence, the 
Engli/h refolved to fpend as much time as pofli- 
lile in the vicinity of Paita, but to remain as 
much as they could in fecrecy. 

Wbila they lay here, they obferved a pheno- 
menon, which fuperftition has often converted 
into an engine of terror. The Tea aflfumed tho 
colour of blood ; and this, upon inveiligation, 
tbcy afcribed to the real caufe, the quantity of 
fpawn which fwam on its furfoce. 

On the 2d of April, they took a prize, which 
proved to be the Ibip afore meationed^ command- 
S3 ^^ 
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cd by Signior Morel, and his brother, of about 
three hundred tons burden. She was deeply la- 
den with dry goods ; and, exclufive of her car-> 
goe, had fifty negroes on board, an^ many paf- 
fengerb from Panama to Lim«t, with an ample 
flock of frelh provisions. The command of this 
vefil4 was given to Mr. Fry, the captor. 

The fubfequent day, the Beginning took a 
prize of about fifty tons, laden with timber, be- 
fides fome money and plate. By this veffel, in- 
formation was received, that tjie ecclefiailic, al- 
ready mentioned, was coming by fea from Pa- 
nama to Lima ; on which news the cruifers ivere 
llationed in fuch a manner as feemed moft likely 
to intercept the cxpeftcd fail. 

About this period fome difputes broke ottt 
among the fuperiors in the expedition, and Mr. 
Vanburt;h was removed from the council. This 
difagroement was the more to be lamented, al 
al pUxns of impurtaiicc were in agitation^ 
iJulioTi had been takon to al- 




Ihand fcrventy one officers and f«cilors : the fe- 
cond to head feventy three men ; and the third 
to have feventy marines under his direction* 
Dampier was to command the artillery, with a 
referve of twenty-two men ; Captain Cooke was 
to command the Duchefs with forty -two men ; 
«nd Captain Fry the Duke with forty men. The 
Slacks, Indians, and prifuners, amounted to about 
two hundred more. 

On the 13th they approached Cape Blanco ; 
when a committee being fummoned^ it was 
agreed, for fhe encouragement of the officers and 
fn«n, that all gold rings, buttons, and buckles, 
bedding, wearing apparel; and all forts of arms, 
except great guns, ihould be allowed as plunder, 
to be equally divided among the men, on board 
or on fliore, according to their rcipedlive quo« 
tte ; and that all wrought gold or fitver, cruci- 
Axes, and watches, found among the prifoncrs, 
Ihould alfo be deemed plunder : except coined 
fnoney, ear-rings, loofe diamonds, pearls, and 
precious (tones ; and that none ihould privately 
retain any fpoils, but bring them to the public 
depot, where a regiltcr was to be kept, for the 
fntisfadion of all concerned. It was farther de^ 
cisired, that whoever fhould commit any diforder 
on fhore, difobey command, quit their poll, or 
behave with cowardice, fhould be fe'verely pu- 
ni filed ; befides being mulcted to the full amount 
0f what they might expeft from the plunder. 

Early on the morning of the 15tb, they faw a 
fail near tl»e fhore ; and having little wind, th« 
Duke's boat, commanded by Captain Fry, and 
the Ducliefs's by Captain Cooke, rowed off, to 
;ncet her, in fuph halle^ that neither Lad taken 
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in her full complemeot of men nor gi 
fa£iy they had only ten raufketi, four pifti 
a fmall quantity of ammunition on board, 
a drop of water. The event of fuch a prci 
undertaking may eafily be conjedured. 
rowed very hard for fix leagues, to come u 
her ; and on the Duke's boat nearing he 
put out Spanifh colours, and fired a gun. 
Duke's boat then lay by for her con fort to 
up. Soon after, the difpute became hot, 
continued fo for a long fpace ; the boats ket 
up a conAaat firt, and the enemy anfwerii 
with vigour. In this unequal conteft, Cap 
Uogcrs's brotlicr and another perfon were kii 
and three wounded in both bcMts. 

At length the Duke'i boat, finding the attei 
too arduous, bore away, and was foon folloM 
by the oilier ; but Captain Fry, putting fome 
his men on board the Duchefs's boat, with 
fupply of powder and (liot, Captain Cookewj 
aiiifDuted with now refolutji 
<rneni\ 
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of this prize, diftributing the prifoners among the 
other (hips. 

Every thing being prepared, on the 17th, the 
party appointed to make a defcent on Cruiaquil, 
went on board the two barks ; when Captain 
Cooke was fent for on board tlie Duchefs, and . 
Captain Fry to the Duke, to take care of the 
ihips, prizes, and prifoners, which were to keep. 
at a convenient diftance from the barks, to pre- ; 
vent their being difcovered by the enemy. Af- 
ter this, Captain Rogers and Captain Courtney, 
with the barks under their command, came to an 
anchor off Punta Arena ; then taking to their 
boats, with forty men, they made for Puna, a 
fwampy ifland covered with ipangroves ; and 
took their flation next morning clufe under the 
land, that they might not be feen from the* 
town. 

The (hip, coming up .towards evening, the 
boats weighed, and came again to a grappling, 
within half- a mile of th« fcene of adion ; and 
lay in fuch a manner, as to refemble drift timber 
on the water. On this occafion a difpute arofe. 
among the officers about their future operations, 
and words ran fo high, as to reach the Spaniardi; 
on fhore ; but fortunately they did not under- 
Oand the language they heard, and were too muck 
intimidated to i'pread an effedual alarm. 

About four next morning, the boats came 
clofe up with Puna, whfere they fccured all the 
canoes and log boats, and feized the governor 
of the town with about t^icnty of the inhabit- 
ants, from whom they had the pleafure to learn, 
that no alarm had been communicated to Gui- 
aquil ; thofe who had fled from Puna, thinking 
i»nly of their own fecuhty by ^^\v% to tbAHc<y^d&« 
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In this place, howerer, they found a paper, a 
copy of which had been diftributed all along 
the coafty conveying the intelligence that Dam' 
pier was ag»in in thofe feas. This ilinittlated 
the Englifh to hdten their defigns before affift- 
ance (hould arrive from Lima; which, indeed, 
they did not apprehend was poffible in the ihort 
time that was required for the completion of their 
plan. 

April 21ft, the Beginning was fent a-head to- 
wards Punta Arena, where flie found an empty 
veiTel riding dofe under the point. She was fent 
to take in a lading of fait ; but the crew feeing 
the Englifh approach, thou^t proper to abandoa 
her to their mercy. 

The apprehenfions of detedion being now en- 
tirely removed, the barks and boats rowed for 
the town of Guiaquil ; and at eleven at night 
faw a light, which determined them to proceed 
with filent caution. When they were withia 
a mile of the town, they heard one fentinel call 
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Yfhiley they fell down the river a little way, to 
join the rdl of the armament, and were faluted 
with fome random (hot/ which at firil they 
thought proceeded from the Spaniards ranged on 
the (hore. 

At day break, they difcovertd one of the barks 
at anchor, clofe under the ihore ; and the other 
coming up with the flood, the forces all joined. 
A council being held in the mniiace, they now 
proceeded up the riv«r, and lent a flag of truce, 
accompanied by the captain of the laft pme, and 
the governor of Puna, to the corrcgidor, or mayor 
of the town. 

When the deputation waited on this officer, 
he aiked the number and force of the Engliik, 
which they took care to magnify. The corre^dor 
obrer\ed, that they were boys and not m^n ; but 
tlie captain of the prize, informing him that he 
would find they were men, as they had fought 
him bravely in their open boats,^ though he had • 
killed one of the commander's brothers, and 
wounded feveral others, advifed him to agree to 
ranfom the town ; adding, that though he could 
command a force of three thoufand men, it 
would be ineil'cdual to fave him. The corregi- 
^or coolly replied to this vaunt, *' my horfc is 
leady/' 

On the 23d, the barks being towed clofc up 
before the town, the pinnace went in purfuit of 
ibme vcirels, and brought fix of them to an an- 
chor clofe by the barks. They alfo took pofTef- 
fion of two new (hips, of about four hundred 
tons each. After this, another flag of truce was 
difpatched to the town ; ai^d in a ihort time tha^ 
governor came on board one of the prizes, to 
treat about the ranfom of the town and ftii^in^ 



could not nna any. no\ve\-cr, cney 
fonie canoes with a final! quantity of 
board. 

Towards midnight, the fentincl hail 
which brought a meilenger from the a 
and a prefent, confiiling of two bags 
two ftieep, and two hogs already killed ; t 
wine, and two of brandy; ailuring th< 
that the corregidor would have been 
to his appointment, had not one of the 
merchants been abfent ; but that he w 
tainly be with them by feveu in the i 
and begged they would conlidcr him as 

■;i rr'y '■; ' honour. The commanders returned th 

i-.j^:^ pliments to the municipal oHicor, a 

!• =^' ■ J ■■^ thanks for his prefeiit ; and d^fired that 

:.i j be informed that they hoped he would 

them of his honourabk^ conduct, by 
them at the appointed time ; otherwife t 
would be at an end. 
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barks were then ordered clofe under the fhore, 
next the principal buildings in the town, and 
every preparation was made for landing, in cafit 
the treaty fhould be broken off. 

The captains began by demanding fifty thou- 
fand pieces of eight, as the ranfom for the town 
and (hipping; bcfides which, the governor ihould 
be obliged to buy off the negroes and goods which 
had been captured, at certain flipulated prices, 
within the fpace of nine days. To the latter 
propofal, the Spaniards readily acceded, and of- 
fered to leave two hoftages for the fulfilment of 
the conditions : but rcfufed to give the Aim de- 
manded for the town and fhips, alleging, that 
they had a fufficient forC6 to protcA them. 

The commanders perceiving that the corregi- 
dor was anxious to gain time by protradling the 
negociation, peremptorily told him, that if their 
demands were not complied with immediately, 
they would fet the town and (hips in a blaiie be- 
fore night. 

At lail the corregidor and his attcndantsagreed 
to buy the cargoes, and to give hoftages' for the 
payment of forty thoufand pieces of eight for th« 
fafety of the town and (hipping; but being 
averfe to fign this agreement till it (liould be 
confirmed by the principal pcrfons on (liore, and 
an Indian coming oiT to inform the corregidor, 
that his men were ready to begin the attack, in 
cafe he had not been able to come to an agree- 
ment, it was propofed to feize him, for this fup- 
pofcd duplicity of condu6i. But claiming the 
privilege of the flag of trace, and the promifo 
that was made him of a fafe return, he was per- 
mitted to depart ; and an ho«r's time given him 
to determine in this important ciifis» 

Vol. III. T ^ ^^^'^J^ 
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them, before a fpacious churck. 
however, did they come in fight of 
than 'the Spanifh horfe retired in p 
Captain Rogers, animating his men 
guns, advanced, at the head of a i 
within piftol ihot, and fo intimidatec 
by the refolution he difplayed, that i 
neral difchaige, they all fled, except ] 
'; ner, who remained at his pod till c^ 

wouttils, of which he afterwards died 
A (Irong body of the affailants now 
■ '. under the command of Captain Cc 

• ' ' ! Dover, the commander in chief was 

fecure the pofl he had fo bravely gi 
\. >..'.'' took pofielTion of the church, whei 

V [ ; about a dozen prifoners. 

j i ^ It is worthy remark that, from i 

\ i ; landing till the feizing of the guns 

I i< : poifeflion of the church, not more t) 
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in this cjuarter there was a hill and thick woods, 
under cover of which the Spaniards might annoy 
the guard. And indeed they kept up an irregu- 
lar and inefiedual fire all night at the fentinels ; 
mad feveral parties of horfe and foot made their 
mpearance, but dared not make any attempts. 
The houfes continued burning all night and part 
of the next day. Still, however, it was not the 
wifli of the Engliih to make a general conflagra- 
tion. 

While thefe things were tranfading in the 
town, the Duchefs's pinnace with twenty-two 
xsen, commanded by Lieutenant Connelly, pro- 
ceeding up the river, landed at every houfe, and 
fecured all the plate and valuables they could 
find. They had fome ikirmifhes with the ene- 
my, who avoided coming to any dccifive adion. 

The houfes on the banks of the river, this par** 
fy found crowded with women. In one, above a 
dozen well drefied young ladies were aifembledt 
from whom they took feveral gold chains and 
e«r-rings ; but behaved with fuch decent propri- 
ety, that thefe females offered to drefs provifions 
for them, and brought them a ca(k of excellent 
liquor. Thefe ladies, however, had contrived to 
fecrete fome of their mofl valuable chains, by faf- 
tening them round their waiils, legs, and thighs, 
which' being perceived, the linguift was defired to 
inform them that it was expeded they wpuld 
part with thefe ornaments, but that no indecent 
violence would be ufed. 

On the return of Connell/^ party down the 
river, they called at tha fame houfe agaij^ 
where the ladies exprefled no uneafinefs or 
furprife, but fupplied them with provifions. In 
their progrefs they had taken a lai^e em^ bark« 
T 2 '^iS^as^ 
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m meir couric loey nau ooiervea a c 
number of horfe and foot well arir 
which they conjed;ured that the ene 
pretence of negociating, were only en^ 
to gain time till they could overpower 
numbers. On this it was agreed that, 
furprife, the Englifh were to alfemble 
on every alarm. 

On the 24th Captain Dover keptguf 
and the Englifli colours flreaned on 
of the church ; while Captains Rogers 
ney were employed in conveying the i 
articles to the waterfide. Same day 1 
nor of Puna, with another prifoner, wa 
cd with new oilers for ranfoming the 
returned in the evening with an amb 
fwer. 

Next day they were informed | that 
were defcending the hill, on which 
was given, and part of the men beins 
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»oft valuable effedls, which were depofite4 in 
the barks.* 

The following dav» a deputation arrived from 
the corxegidor, with an ofkr of thirty thoufand 
pieces of eight for the ranfom of the town and 
fliippingy to be paid in twelve days. This delay 
the captains could not accede to, particularly as 
they were apprifed that the enemy had difpatch- 
ed an exprefs to Uma, to expedite the expeded 
fuccours. The Spaniards fiill fliewed themfelves 
thick in the woods, and fometimes ventured out, 
to commence an attack ; but always ixtired after 
a fingle difcharge. Meanwhile provifions 'and 
valuables continued to be (hipped off from the 
towni and every precaution was taken to 
ftrengthen the guard, where the cannon were 
noanted. At night a flrong party occupied 
the church, round which centlnels were placed at 
finall diiiances, , to be ready to communicate with 
the main body, «n the lead appearance of danger. 
In confequence of the ftxid orders which had 
been iflUed, to fire at every perfon who did not 
anfwer on being challenged, a French fentinel, 
who had been improvidently employed, (hot one 
of the failors dead, becaufe being hailed in a Ian* 
guage he did not undeHland, the poor fellow 
knew not how to make a reply. 
' Provifions and plunder fiill continued to be 
conveyed on board the fliips, with unremitting 
adivity; nevcrthelefs, one moie effort was made 
to procure a ranfom for the town ; and accord- 
ingly the mofi pofitive afiurance was given to the 
Spaniards, on the morning of the 26lh, that un- 
lefs fufficient hofiages were given for the pay* 
ment of thirty thoi^and pieces of eight within 
Ta to. 
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who brought this notice might be ad 
The captains generoufly refufed to dc 
deputies, and ihey were fcnt bad 
agreement figncd. 

The Governor of Puna and the < 
lay that night at the EngliAi quarter 
morning were put on board one c 
while the Englifh drew oflp from Gi 
drums beating, colours flying, and o 
Arations of triumph. Immediately 
ards returned and occupied their fo] 
tions. In retiring from the town, 
gers, with a fmall party brought up t 
he had an opportunity of being co; 
weary the men were of a military lif< 
of them throw away their arms, th 
l^inefs, and left them to be picke 
rear. 

One curious incident it may be en 
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•xcellont brandy; and by often tailing of .tb is 
potent beverage, he was at laft laid completely 
on the floor; and in this condition '6f drunken 
Itupefadion he remained, when:- tbe Englifh 
quitted the town. Soon after, the mailer of the 
houfe returned, and finding a mart ftretched at 
his'fUU length in fuch a condition, that it was 
difficult to determine whether he was dead or 
alive, refolved to make the experiment ; but'firll 
called in fome neighbours, who advifed him,- a$ 
a preliminary ftcp, to remove the Dtttchinan's 
arms. This being done without difturbing their 
inebriated poflcflbr, they next raifcd him up, to 
try if he could ftand. The motion recalled the 
dormant powers of life; he tottered, began t6 
open his eyes and flare about him, 'and* fe«m- 
ed to think himfelf in wrong coippany.^''' The 
honed Spaniard, howcYer, foon removed hisap- 
prehenfion, by iteftoring his arms, and bidding 
him make all the hade he could, to rejoin his 
companions, who were not yet embarked. The 
Dutchman did not want many entreaties to be 
gone ; the alarm he had felt brought him a little 
to his fenfes, and he moved off with all the ala- 
"crity imaginable, and got fafe on board, Cap-» 
tain Roarers reiharks, that this was the only man 
Mrho had negle(5led his duty, by getting drunk ; a 
circunidance that refledls high credit on the com- 
pany^ confidering the predatory iiature of their 
enterprjfe, and the temptations they muft have 
bad to indulge in exceflfes. 

That pundilio of honour, from which the 
Spaniards never depart in appearance, and not 
often in reality," tendered them anxious that the 
terms of capitulation Ihould'exprefs the refid- 
•ancc they had made ; aud ik^X. v\v^^ \n»^ \iwe^ 
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beaten before they confented to treat. To tbU 
the Englifli bad no objedion ; for at they only 
van ted money, and the Spaniards at laft con- 
tended only for honour, the bufinefi was eafily 
adjufled. 

The contrail for the lanfom of Guiaquil open- 
ed in the following form : ** Whereas the dty of 
Guiaquil, lately in fubjedion to Philip V. King 
of Spain, is now taken by ftorm# and is in the 
poffefTion of the Captains Thomas Dover, Woodei 
Rogers, and Stephen Courtney, commanding a 
body of her Majefty of Great Britain's fubje&; 
we the underwritten are content/' &c. &c. 

Captain Cooke, to whofe account of this expe- 
dition we occafionally refer, is of opinion, thst 
the Indipins and blacks carried off as much pluih 
der as the Englifli; for feveral of them were 
taken laden with goods, which th«y confelTed 
^vere flolen ; and it feems that the inhabitanti 
bad intruflcd much money and plate to the ne- 
groes to carry out of the town, which they never 
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The hoftages iuformed the Englifh, that pend- 
idg the treaty, eighty thoufand pieces of eight, 
belonging to the king of Spain, had been lent 
o«t of the town to a place of fecurity ; ; befides 
plate, jewels, and other valuable articles. Hence 
it was evident, that if they had not parleyed with 
the Spaniards, but landed at once, the treafure 
and plunder they might have obtained would 
have been immenfe. Still, however, the parties 
concerned in this enterprife were perfe^ly fatis- 
fied with what they had f«cured ;. and all ima- 
ginable care was taken to render to every man^ 
that impartial juflice which was promifed and ex- 
pected. 

A fhort defcription' of Guiaquil may now be 
expedled. This city is the capital of the pro* 
vince of the fame name in Peru, and is divided 
into the old aad new towns, which arc united by 
a 'wooden bridge, half a mile long. The houfes 
in both amount to about five hundred ; but there 
arc few regular ilreets. The fituation being low 
and moralfy, this place cannot boafl of much 
cleanlinefs, particularly in winter. It contains 
four churches, of which St. Jago is the principal. 
Before this church is a handfome -parade. The 
churches are all adorned with altars, carved work 
and pidurcs. That which is dedicated toSt. Au- 
guAiiie has an organ. They are faid to be rich 
in plate, but it was all carried off, and the prieils 
had likewife fled. 

- Some of the houfes were built of brick, but in 
general, they were of timber and bamboo fplit. 
Several were decently furnifhed, according to the 
climate. The ftore houfes of the merchants con* 
tained abundance of meal, brandy,' fugar, cloth- 
ing, cordage, and iron. * .■..** 



Cij.c^ r.i izir^:-e?s a-.d i&riaparuias. v 
friegaar:^ :ie H^trr?. arc repined 
tir.-n fta i".t:^er.efrsl quaLiiy. The m 
tree- mth :ii por.cr.u;.* apple, is cuxnis 
cj\^z.\r\. and prc»e* deiiruaive to whai 
c:*! Uiies it. Tee £n^:!h law hur 
tiiil^ Wi^-Z (ioac on ihe w&(er, uhich hi 
tiv cade free with ir.:?. or fomc ciher 
cus plant. Ihey &Hb obfeiTed many 
in the r:>er. 

An £!is;li(hinan, who had refided f»n 
GuiaquiK in formed his countninen, t 
months before their arrival there had b 
rejoicings for the birth of the Prince of 
nhen one thoufand one hundred foot 
hundred horfc were muftered in arms 
icwer thgn two hundred bulls baited i 

^ . the ring, in honour of this folemnity. 

I Wood for (hip building and cocoa 
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Captain Rogers, having proceeded "with the 
barks a little below the town, took his leave, and 
preceded them in the pinnace, to rejoin the (hips 
at Punta Arena. On the 29th of April| he got, 
on board his own (hip t^ the great jOy of every 
perfon, after an abfence of twelve days, in which 
no intelligence had been conveyed to the fhips. 
Indeed the crews left behind, began t« enter- 
tain unpleaiing ideas of the fate of their com- 
rades, and to be much diftrefled for the want 
of water. The prifoners had been reduced to a 
pint a day ; and in a fhort time, it would have 
been impoflible to furniih them with that ilender 
allowance. 

Mr. Cooke and Mr. Fiy, to whom the com- 
mand had been delegateci, in the abfence of the 
principal officers, had fufiered much unealinefs . ' 
from the nuipber of prifoners on board the differ- 
ent fhips ; and had they not taken care to prevent 
any correfpondence between them, and by that 
means kept them ignorant of their own ftrength, 
and the weaknefs of Uicir mailers, it would hav» 
been impoifible to have anfwered for the coa<- 
fequences. ^ 

The fame day that Captain Rogers returned on 
board, a bark of about thirty tons was taken 
by a boat commiffioned by Captain Cooke, 
litis velfel was laden with fheep, flour, and^ 
fugar loaves ; dried beef, diflRerent Kinds of 
grain, and fome fVuits. She had failed from 
Pulania feven days before, at which place orders 
had been received from Lima to keep a good 
look out, as an Englifh fquadron was foon ex- 
peded in, thofe feas'; whence it appeared, that 
the adual arrival of tHe confort (hips was not 
generally known. 



fom, ill wliich a number of prifoiicrs 

Ihore. Next evening twenty-two thou 

oi eight mure arrived, to the great pies 

Engliih and the prifoners. By this c 

a melfage was fent to the corregidor, 

their intention to fail the following day; 

all the ftipulations he had entered int 

fulfilled by that time, they fliould be 

ilifagreeablc neceflity of carrying ott' tfc 

Meanwhile the Governor of Puna, 

hollagcs, who had behaved in the nic 

able manner, and feverai prifoners, 

charged. The former was prefcnted 

negroes and a bale of damaged goods. 

j Next day a boat came with three 

' ; dollars in money and plate, with ad 

' :■ three thoufand dollars more would ft 

' ■■ befidcs twelve thoufand to trade witl 

i ; being fuppoled that the intention of 

%*•«« nnlv trt H«»fHin t*>Aiii till «a T/iiio/li 
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-\irh6fe lodes had tended mod to' enricl^the cap* 
tors, liius all parted in good humour, 
' Bearing away for the Gallipagos Iflands, on 
; the 1 1th of May, above twenty men on board the 
' Duke, and near fifty on board the Duchefs, fell ill 
of a malignant fever ; and the number of the ficic 
hourly increafed. This diforder had indubitably 
been contraded at Guiaquil, where, a few weeks 
before their arrival, a contagious difeafe had 
fwept away multitudes of people. So rapid was 
the mortality, that the churches, the ufcful burial 
places of the natives, were found inadequate to 
contain the dead ; and, therefore, a large fquare 
hole was dug, near that where the Englifh kept 
guard. Hence being fur rounded by noifomo 
fmclls, and peflilential effluvia, it was no wonder 
they felt their malignant effe^s. About this 
time. Captain Courtney too was taken ill, and 
Captain Dover, whom we have already mention- 
ed as being of the medical profeffion, went oa 
board to prefcribe for him. 

Land was difcovered on the 17th, and the next 
day they came' within four leagues of two largo 
iflaudsal mod united; and foon after defcried feve* 
ral others. Having fixed on a place of rendezvous, 
in cafe of feparation, they lent out one of the 
boats in fcarch of water ; but after two unfuc- 
cefsful attempts, the party returned, and report-- 
ed that the iiland where they landed was covered 
with nothing but loofe itones refembling cinders ; 
and that the earth was fo porous, it broke into 
holes under their feet. From thefeci re um fiances . 
there could be no doubt of its volcanic origin. It 
however contained fome fiirubby wood and a fevr 
vegetables. This difappoiutment in water was fe« 
yerely felt. For (ome days, the EngUfii kept plying 
voir. III. U ^\SiH^'^ 



up all night on the topmaft-head of 
and Duchefs, and guns incelfantly firet 
appeared of their rejoining. On thi 
Rogers went inquerft of them, and in a 
came up with the prize Ihip ; but of 1 
his party he could gain no intelligence, 
fequcntly they were given up for loft. 

Ill fortune and difappointment atte: 
Engliih among thefe idands, it was r< 
quit them, and to (land over to the 
hopes of finding water, which they be 
in abfoliite want of. While they were 
ing in purfuance of this refolution, o 
linglifh failors overheard the black ai 
prifoners talk of murdering them, an 
away with the Hiip. On being cha 
this criminal intention, they acknowle< 
vague converfation of this kind had pa 
denied that any thing ferious was 
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on board, among whom were fome perfons of dif- 
tiodioo, particularly Juan Cdrdofa, who was pro- 
ceeding to afiiirae the government of fialdivia. 

Next day they came to an anchor off the Ifland 
of Gorgona, and on the following, the boats of the 
D«ke and Duchefs took another prize, called the 
Golden Sun, with a cargo b? ^bout five hundred 
pounds value. She carried' ten Spaniards and In- 
•dians, and a few negroes. 

On the 9th of June a council of officers was 
keld on board the Duchefs, at which Captain 
Rogers was unable, from indifpofition, to attend. 
On this occafion, having previouily examined the 
prisoners, it was determined to fleer for the port ' 
of Mangla ; and fecuring the fhips, to row up 
the river in their boats, till they could furprife 
fome canoes, with which, as being beft adapted 
to the navigation of the river, they were to at- 
tempt the gold mines of Barbacore, or St. Juan. 
In this enterprife they flattered themfelves with 
obtaining ample fpoils with little oppofition ; 
fince they were convinced that the Spaniards in 
that quarter had not received the moil diflant in- 
timation of an enemy being on the coaft. 

As Captain Rogers had (ignified his concur- 
rence in what the majority fhould refolve on, the 
iame night they hoifled fail for Mangla. But Cap- 
tain Rogers hearing their determination,' though 
much indifpofed, refolved to confult fome of tha 
Spanifh prifoners, on whofc judgment he could re- 
ly, OB the expediency of the meafure. Aftor re- 
peated conferences with fome of the mofl intel- 
ligent perfons on board, andthofe who were befl 
acquainted with local circum fiances, he learned 
that whoever had advifed the council to purfue 
fuch a defigu, either betrayed grofs igaorance oc 
U 2 "^"^^ 
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Though the crews were much relieved from 
the fevere indifpofition under which they labour- 
ed, when they firft touched at this ifiand, it was 
Aill thought expedient to eredl tents on fhore for 
their more fpeedy recovery. Such as were in si . 
convalefcent flate and able to walk about, rapid- 
ly gained flrength, and were foon capable of re- 
turning to their duty on board. The Spanifli 
prifoners were of the utmoil'fervice to the cap- 
tors, by accompanying them into the woods, and 
alTifting them in procuring fuch timber as was 
bell adapted for their purpofe. 

On this ifland the Englifli edablifhed a tempo- 
rary rope-yard, and ereded tents for the different 
.vocations conneded with naval architecture. It 
is not, however, to be fuppofed that they had ar- 
tificers excellent in the various branches of this 
.duty ;' but neceffity gave a fpur to their invention, 
and pradice brought them to fomething like per- 
fedion in their different lines of employment. 
Thus a manufadory was fettled here, and all 
hands were bufily employed, either as fuperin- 
tendants or artisans. Lech had his particular 
chargcTand his tafk to perform ; and this regular 
exeif'cife was no 4efs conducive to health than fa- 
vourable to the objedls more immediately in view. 

The Spaniards formed a very partial opinion of 
the diligence and hardinefs of the Englifh, when 
they faw them labour in fuch a climate from day 
break till night ; nor were they lefs aflonifhed at 
their ingenious refources, when preffed with dif- 
ficulties, and in want of fuch implements and 
necefiaries as are generally deemed requillte for 
fuccefs. 

The grand work, which occupied their mdft 
affiduou9 attention for teti A%^^^ '^^^^^^^w^?!^^ 
U 3 ^as9 
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all well mounted, and her complerae 
ivas fix ly -one whites and twenty negi 
command was given to Captain Edwaj 

The next bufincfs of importance whi 
their attention, was to land the prifoni 
number of feyenty-two perfons, on the 
Hitherto they had been detained, lef 
pcrfion fliould have occafioned an ala 
iccrecy was fo much required to farth 

Every expedient having been inefife6l 
to induce the prifoners to engage in a c 
trade, it was at lad refolved to fel the 
ty, and to truil to their generofity fo: 
pence, in cafe it /hould be in their 
ierve their deliverers. Accordingly, 
Morels, Don Antonio and Don Jua 
were difmiiTed with the inferiT)r capt 
at their departure, e^prcifed the high 
entertained of the liberal treatment th 
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Baldivia, of which he was governor, at the timA 
of his capture,. He was a fprij^htly, elegant 
man, about tbirty-iive years of age, and had 
borne the coromifiion of colonel in the Spanifh 
fervice. The Morels promifed to return in a 
day or two, with as much money at they could 
raife on their credit, to purchafc fuch of the 
prize goods as remained on hand, which, being 
chiefly Taluable on the coaft of the South Sea, 
the captains declared they would otherwife burn^ 
together with the veflels in which they were con- 
tained. In fa6l, the prifoners knew the diance 
they had of obtaining good bargains, and, thcre^ 
fore, aded with a cautious referve; left they 
fhould be finally difappointed in their views. 

The bark and the two pinnaces having landed 
the prifoners, plundered a fVnall village, from 
which they brought off (even heUd of cattle, a 
few goats, fome fowls, fourteen hogs, and fifty 
bufhels ol' Indian corn. 

On the morning of the 17th the Morels, and 
fome other gentlemen, returned in a large canoe 
with fome money and fruit; and purchafed 
goods at fuch a moderate rate, that they folicit- 
oufly defiped to be permitted to revifit the fliips 
again, when they would bring a frefh fupply of 
money to trade with. This r^queft was very 
agreeable to the captains, as there was no appa- 
rent danger of any enemy in the neighbourhood, 
capable of molefting them. 

About this tim^, a negro having gone into the 
woods, had the misfortune to be fhmg by a 
fpeckled fnake; and notwithftanding the moil 
ikilful and immediate exertions of t^e furgeon 
, to fave him, he died in lefs than twelve hours, 
Gorgon^ abounds ip tius 4«t»s.eico>0L^ ^^fi\fc^ vi^ 
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fold from three rials to fifty pieces of < 

according to the ability of the purcha 

hereb}- exempted from the obfervanc 

culcir fafts, from hearing mafs, and otJ 

aftical injundions, the neglect of whi( 

^ I this pious fraud, would have been dee 

I A'i the Englifh could not eftablifh 

this natuic, and had no faith in the 

thefe abfolutions, in regard to themf 

configned part of them to the deep ; 

the reft lighted their fires or boiled tht 

"^ They likewife difcovercd a large a 

] bones, in fmall boxes, ticketed with th 

^ faints, fome of whom had been dca< 

centuries, with an infinite number of 

,'] rofarics, religious toys in wax, images 

made of wood, ftonc, and other mate 

, , other popiAi mummeries, to the amou 
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While on the fubjed of fuperftition, it may 
not beamifs to record a particular circumdance 
ivhich now happened. A large wooden image 
of the Virgin, who had been either cafualTy 
dropped or thrown overboard, was driven to the 
north point of the ifland, where fome Indians 
from the continent being a filhing, it was taken 
up and brought on fliore with great devotion. 
Thefe poor people fet it up, and wiped it dry 
with cotton; but the more they wiped, the 
wetter it grew, as they imagined, from a profu- 
fion of fweat. Some of thefe perfons aifterwards 
coming on board one of the (hips, was relating 
this miraculous event; and fhewed the cotton to 
the linguifl, which they riHiculoully believed to 
be imbued with the fweat of the Holy Virgin ; 
and told him, they ihould retain it as a choice 
and valuable relic. 

Captain Rogers, fmiling at this abfurd ^€dor\, 
the Morels, who happened to be on board at the 
fame time, endeavoured to cure him of his in- 
credulity, by relating, on their own faith, a* (lory 
Hill more extravagant and ridiculous. They 
faid, that fome years ago there was a proceilion 
in the cathedral church of Lima, which was then 
very richly decorated with ornaments in gold, 
iilvcr, and jewels ; and that an image of the 
Virgin, in particular, was fplendidly adorned 
with diamonds and pearls. Thefe coftly decora- 
tions were, according to cuilom, left unguarded 
in the church till the night after the proceilion : 
from the belief that none would be fo facril^- 
ou8 as to touch them. However, an unfortunate 
thief, perhaps, lefs a good catholic than a great 
finner, refolving to enrich himfelf by one daring 
adion, broke into the church at midni^bt ; made 




they could raiic, returned again on i 
and informed the captains, that the 
being much alarmed, they found grea4: 
in bein;; permitted to come off; and th; 
vernor of Barbacore, at the head of twf 
men, was on the coaft to prevent th 
from cairying on any traffic with ther 
oppoie them, in cafe they (hould attemp 
The MorcU continued to behave with fi 
grity ; and though they procured excel 
gains, it fliould be obfcrved, they ran pr 
able rifks. 

A committee of officers being appo 
appruife the plunder, and to divido it ai 
officers and men, according to their i 
quotas, met on board the galleon. The ch 
valuable trinkets amounted to up\var<] 
thoufand one hundred ix)unds, at a ver3 
culation. To reward thofe who had didi 



ROGERS^S VOYAGES. iW7 

fatal confequence, had it not been happily and 
tiraeoufly difcovereel by the He ward of the 
Duchefs, who happened to overhear the ring* 
leaders debating about the mode of procedure in 
their meditated infurredion. It appeared, that 
(ixty of them had pledged themfelves to fpecific 
articles, which they had already figned ; the 
principal of which was ^o ftand by each other 
till they had obtained juftice, as they termed it, 
in regard to the divifion of the plunder^ which 
they pretended was unfairly allotted. 

Four of the chief promoters of the revolt, 
among whom was the perfon who drew up the 
articles, were immediately clapped in irons ; but,. 
on alking pardon, and making due fubmiflion, 
were foon after fet at liberty. Indeed, the cap- 
tains remedied that it would be dangerous to' 
proceed to extremities where fo many were con- 
cerned ; and they were glad, by temporizing ex- 
pedients, and the fincere promife of amendment, 
oti the part of the moft a^ve, to allay the pre- 
fcnt ferment. 

Captain Rogers exhaufted every foothing ar- 
gument, to Ihew the folly and danger of fuch 
combinations; and aflured them, that juftice 
would be done them in England, fhould they 
have the lead occaQon, now or in future, during' 
the voyage,- to obj^A to the condud they expe- 
rienced. By fuch affuafives all appeared eafy 
and quiet, and acquiefced in what had been 
done. Some cdnceilions were made on the part 
of the officers and gentlemen concerned in the 
expedition, by which thepnsse money was a lit- 
tle more equalized ; and new regulations were * 
drawn upto cncouragj the detcftioB of fuch as 

(h»»ld 



2£8 ROOERS'S. VOYAGE. 

IhoBld fccrete any plunder, or take any unfair 
advantages. . ^ V 

In all voyages of this kind, where the love of 
gain is the only inducement to engage, the thirft 
of fudden riches is infatiable^ aad can never be 
wholly allayed. The principal of honour is found 
tdb weak to rcftrain the coftimon mafs ; and the 
policy of the conductors mud i nvariably be exerted, 
to prcferve fuch a Aiareof unanimity, as is eflen« 
tially neccflary to general or partial fuccttfs. , 

Captain Rogers conclude}! a pathetic harangue 
with the ftrongeft affurances that every man, 
iliould be gratified, to the utmoil, in every legal 
claim ; that the common men (hould have an in- 
crcafe in their fhares of plunder ; and that be 
truded to their duty, their patriotifm and dif- 
cernment, no more confpiracies would be formed. 

About this time, Captain Rogers fuggefted a 
fcheme, which, he conceived, would be Benefi- 
cial both to the owners and adventurers; whict 
was to difpatch Captain Cooke, in the Marquis, 
with a cargo of prize goods to the Bralils, where 
they would have yielded three times as much as 
where they were; but his conforts not falling 
into his views, or not fufficiently under (landing 
them, the proje6l was dropped, of- which, how- 
ever, its opponents repented when it was too late. 

As the only alternative, it was now agreed to 
give up to the Morels and partners their refpcc- 
tivc fliips, fome negroes, and all the goods they 
could carry away. For this they were to pay ' 
twelve thoufand pieces of eight, which, with , 
three thoufand remaining of the ranfom of Gui- 
aquilf made ftfleeu X3cio>\^.atwd iu the whole, to be 
delivered at M«LatX«k viWjiwx nX^r ^>^"wy^ ^\ N-^^Vve 
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days. The money on board, for the uA» of the 
owners, was now cililbated at twenty thoufaud 
pounds, and the goods at Hxty thoufand more. 

It w^s intended to give thefe gentlemen a paf- 
port, in cafe they fliould fall into the bands of 
the Spaniards ; and to have received an acknovi^ 
ledgment, under their hands, as to the particu- 
lars of the bargain ; but the bark failed away, 
• without either, in the night. 

As a proof of the honourable cotidu^l of the 
crew to the prifoners in general, it defcrves re- 
ihark, that among them was a lady and her fa- 
mily. Her eldell daughter was very handfome, 
and had been lately married, and was now accom- 
panied by her hufband. This family had the great 
cabin of the galleon appropriated to their foU 
ufc, and nuije were fuffcred to intrude ; yet the 
.hufband, wc are told, (hewed fome fymptoms of 
jealoufy, the epidemic difeafe of the Spaniards. 
Notice was given to feme of the officers, that 
thefe ladies had concealed trcafure about their 
perfons ; and a little negro girl, being fent to 
watch them, found fomc gold chains and other 
valuables, curioufly hid under their clothes. They 
received, however, all their wearing apparel and 
neceffaries, at parting; and confefled the civility 
with which they had been treated, which, they 
owned, exceeded what the Englidi would have 
found among their countrymen. The young 
laily feemed fo highly grateful, that (he feat back 
her hufhand, with, a fum of gold, to purchafo 
goods and two ilavcs. 

While the Englifli lay at Gorgona, one Michael 

Kendall, a free negro of Jamaica, who had for 

' fome time lived in a itate of ilavery in the village 

they plundered on the. continent, ca.WLei<^^V^"«x^\ 
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«nd relattd tbe fubfequen 

«f an unfortunate attemp 
lie faid, that when wai 
nittica,he om barked under 
tain Roberts, ubowas joim 
Captai ris G ol d mg, Pil^i ngt t 
force coiififtcd of one hundr 
their dcfign was to attempt t. 
at the bottom of the Ifthmus . 
Ha'viiiff proceeded, for fii 
river in ciiuoes^ and afterward 
by land, tho Spaniards and Jt 
od, bejjan to lay ambufcades, 
them from their coverts. Al 
bavingcolleff-led hv^ hundred t 
iiih bciftj^ reduced to about fij^ 
wounded, the Spaniards, afti 
whicb the Eiigiifli had the advn 
a flag of inice. Jieiiig in wai 
harafibd to deaths and ifrnoraiit 
either to advf 
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wards removed to the place where they found 
Jbim. The red of thefe unhappy captives, the 
vidiins of a bafe perfidy, were feiit farther up 
the country, where they had no opportunity of 
making an efcape. 

The Idand of Gorgona is . fituated in 3 deg. 
north latitude, about fix leagues from the main. 
Jt is about three leagues long and on^ broad. It 
is replete with tall trees, among which is tl^e 
palma maria, from which ilTues a balfam of fove- 
reign eflicacy in feveral difeafes ; while the tim* 
ber fupplics the Spaniards with mafts. 

The animals found here are chiefly monkeys, 
guinea pigs, hares, lizards, and the creature called 
<the lion-lizard, or cameleon, which is well known 
to vary its colours according .to the light in 
which it is viewed. 

The floth is likewife found here, one of the 
snod difgufting animals in creation. One of 
thefe was caught by the failors ; an4 though 
they were little acquainted with its habitudes, 
tbev feemed to have regarded it in a very unfa- 
vourable point of view, both with refped to its 
external form and the qualities it difplayed. 

It has already been obferved, that there arp 
fome very poifonous reptiles. It is, indeed, dan- 
gerous for a man to traverfe the ifland, for fear 
of treading on them unawares. 

The feathered inhabitants are not numerous, 
except a large fort of fowl called caracofos ; but 
the rocks fhelter an infinite number of bats, 
which fly about during the night. 

The fcas are repleniflied with flfli, many of 
finknown fpecies in Europe. Mullets are very 
plenty, but they are diflicult to be caught with a 
bdok and liney which Ca]^taia Ro^i% \>^^V^ ^^ 

X<1 XT^>3^W 



.1 V 



il 



JL„lU 



;' was alarmed, and the inhabitants 

! greatcft apprehenfions ; expeding tfa( 

! as thofe of Guiaquil. 

j The fliips being incompletely mann 

; there was .a probability of more adlic 

tlhought advifable to recruit a little, i 

ly, on the l6th, having muftcred the i 

board the Duke, they were found to ; 

I thirty-fife, all able a^ive men. When 

Captain Rogers gave them to underfla 

they would behave with bravery an 

their flavery was at an end. Thii 

them joyfully embraced the offer, and 

that they might be intruded in the uf 

which fome of them already underftood 

Kendall, the Jamaica negro, was appo 

leader, and he was charged to keep the 

Aant exercife. They received a dram 

to confirm their new engagement ; an< 
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them. About the clofe of the day, Mr, Vfhite, 
the linguiil, and a Spanifh prifoner, venturing on 
fhore without orders, were (hot at by fome In- 
diana in ambufli ; though they called out in Spa- 
niih that they were friends. They had the good 
fortune, however, to efcape with their lives, and 
Jay concealed all night ; while their companions 
on board fufpec^led nothing lefs than their capti- 
vity or death. 

In the morning, the linguift again ventured to 
}iail the Indians, and obtained their confent to 
trade, fhould it meet with the approbation of 
their padre, who refided at the diflance of forae 
leagues. The linguiil informed the jiatives, that 
they had a padre on board ; and upon their ex- 
preffing a wifli to fee him, he was fent on fliore, 
whence he wrote a letter to his brother padre, in 
which he ftrongly urged the generofity and civi- 
lity of the Englifli, and the mutual advantages 
which would accrue from treating them well. 
He difplayod the power of the people in whofib 
hands he was; and proved, that it would beeafy 
for thcra to carry by force, more than they wifli- 
«d to oft'ed by treaty ; but that their kind and 
benevolent diipoiition rcllrained them. 

This had fuch a good effed^, that the natives 
promifed they would traffic with the Engliih 
whether their pricft confented or not. One of 
the Indians coming off in the boat, was brought 
on board the fhip, where he ftared wildly ; but 
feemed much delighted with the great cabin, in 
which he laid himfelf down, as if to gratify his 
wonder and admiration at his eafe. Captain Hewers 
giving him aglafs of brandy, and fome infignificant 
prefents, led him out,and fent him fafely on ihor^. 
Meanwhile a watenn^ ^«Lt\.^ \qw\\!>.% >a:^ ^ ^:w^- 



acciaeni&iiy le^i in wni] cine oi rn 

who was painted and armed wii 
rows. Ho civilly pointed out i 
they migbt find wliolefome w«1 
ofteicd a dram out of a quart h< 
he tolU'd off the f^rcateft part of 
and went away well pk-afbd will 
telling ihem they fhould be fup 
village with whatever neceflaries 
The padre of tlie country c 
tradcp next day the English exch 
other goods for black cattle and 
it was obrervcd, that the India 
rhemfclves rcd^ which i^ ur;derfti 
claration of war; but they after 
ot^ ihough they itill retained tl 
(irfeuce. A prafent, however, hi 
tliejn of three large wooden fai 
ihdr church, tbey feemed not a 
This wa&j perhaps, the highcft i 
and the cheap eft the Englifli coi 
tain Koirers feut likewife a cap o 
Indian chiefs wife ; for which hi 



ROGERS^S VOYAGE. 235 

Jecames is a fmall, low lying village, confifting 
of a few houfcs and a church. The houfes are 
built of fplit bamboos, and covered firith palmet- 
to leaves. They are ere^ed on pofts, and have 
the hog-fties under them, which circumftance 
will fulficiently (hew, that elegance is little to 
be expedcd here. 

The men are employed in killing wild fwine, 
with bows and arrows, and in ftriking fifh with 
their lances; in both of which occupations they 
are very dexterous. The women attend to do- 
ncllic concerns : and, except a piece of baize 
tied round the waifl, go entirely naked. 

Leaving this bay, with a fortnight's frefh pro- 
vifions on board, they dircfted their courfe to 
the Gallipagos ; and in their way faw feveral 
grampuifes and whales engaged with the fword 
fifh ; befides abundance of water fnakes, one of 
which made up clofe to Captain Cooke's (hip, but 
was beaten off by the men. The Spaniards reckon 
the bite of thofe animals mortal. 

On the ipth of September, they made one of 
the Gallipagos, and therd^laid in a fufficient fup* 
ply of excellent turtle and fiih. The Spaniards 
make tlicfe iflands amount to. fifty, but one only 
furnifhes that effential article, frelh water. 
They abound with fea and land fowls : among the 
latter doves and hawks are fo tame as to fuffer 
themfelved to be knocked down with a (lick. 
The feals are uncommonly fierce, and will at- 
tack any man that falls in their way, as Captain 
Itogers experienced. Being on the level fand, 
ojie of thofe animals advanced out of the water, 
^pen mouthed againfl him, with the fame favege 
f< rority as an angry maftiff let loofe. The cap- 
tain dtfciidcd Jiimfclf by \netc\i\j iX'iVj^^^^^xvV 
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animals are fccn here which could 
lefs than icvcn hundred pounds ; an< 
men, out of jcd, being mounted on 1 
one of thom, the creature moved off ; 
4leli berate pace, without feeming feni 
1 weight. 

I On the 15th they were in fight oi 

■: where Mr. Hatley and his party were 

( itn their former vifit to thofe iflandi 

■ vicinity Captain Rogers ordered a gin 

< ed, that in cafe this unfortunate man 

he might find fome means of rcturnir 
; iial. No figns, however, of any hui 

ture appeared, and they drew the ni 
conclufioD, that he was no more. 

Captain Rogers again fet fail on tl 
September, and on the 4th came up 
illands, known by the appellation of ' 
rias, where they wooded and watered 



ROGERs's VOYAGK. 237 

The middlemoft of thcfe iitands is fittiated in 
Si deg. 35 min, north latitude^ at a fmall dif- 
tance from the coaft of Mexico* The largeft^ 
which lies to the weit, is about five leagues in 
length, the middlemo^ about three, and the 
fnoft «aflern, fcarcely two. Near this lalt, are 
two or three broken white rocks, one of which 
iiad fo much the appearance of a (hip under fail, 
that a fignal was made for chace. 

Among the vegetable produdions of thefe 
iftands, are linjum vitse, birch, fiik grafs, pric- 
Jkle pear, euphorbium, bctfides many other kinds. 
Birds are very numerous. Of the f mailer qua- 
drupeds, they faw racoons, rabbits, and hares, 
not much differing from the European ipecies. 

Green turtle are found in the moil luxuriant 
abundance, fo ' that two men could turn one 
hundred in anight. The feas weie well flored 
with filh of great delicacy. ' 

Leaving thefe iilands, they (leered to the 
north ; and next day fent the bark on the fhoro 
of Puerto Seguro, in California, in fearch of wa- 
ter. Some Indians made their appearance on 
hark logs ; but at firfl (hewed figns of apprehen- 
sion, till allured to familiarity by fome pi^fents, 
lor which they returned a couple of live foxes, a 
deer^if (kin, and two bladders of water. Till 
. this interview, it was imagined, that the Spani- 
ards had milfionaries among thefe people ; but 
as they appeared in a (late of nature, without 
any European commodities, or the knowledge of 
any language fave their own, it was concluded 
they were dill independent. The bark was a fe- 
cond time difpatched with (bme trifles to procure 
ft fupply of refreihment;}^ 




^: Si)me olttie crew having ventu 
on burk tog^, tfic ufual marine 
ihefe c(^afts, fortbe f4^a is generally 
fuller a cortimon boat to live^ 
turcd Indians conduv'tcd them 
by the handt And introduced the 
man fcatcd on a d^ev's ikin. 
falling down on (heir knees^ the E 
fame, after which the Indians wij 
oft' the flrangtr's factfs with their ] 
friendly ceremony being ended, 
jailors, fupported by two of the 
flowli led tbrougli a narrow path 1 
where thfy were welcomed by a tk 
mufic, or rather noife, occaAonet 
two jaj^ed flicks acrofs each otb 
ming to it. 

After this, they all fat down oi 
und the Indians having regaled thi? 
boiled fiili^ conduced them back 
manner as they came, attended bj 
mut1c. 'f hefe harmlefs people difpl 
natural and arti&cial prcdncliont^, 




^no't perforated, and tied together with filk grafs* 
It feemed, indeed, that they were too ignorant of 
the mechanic arts, to be able to bore a hole 
through a pearl. 

The men are flraight and welMimbed, fub- 
iifling by fifhing and hunting ; they are of a 
dark brown complexion, and have long hair. 
Their arms are bows and arrows, in the ufe of 
which they are very ikilful. They fet a greater 
value on European knives, fciflars, and nails, 
than on gold or fiiver; and, among a people 
where the arts of luxury are unknown, this efti- 
mate is jud. 

The women, who poilefs few perfonal charms, 
are employed in the colledion and grinding 
of grain, and in manufaduring fifhing lines. 
Thefe people ieem to poflefs an innate principle 
of honefty ; and made free with nothing, how- 
ever expofeds that was not gratuitoufly given 
them. 

The Bay of Puerto Seguro abounds in fifti ; in 
flriking which, the native) are extremely dex- 
terous, as wcU as in diving for pearl oyilers. 
The Tailors told Captain Rogers, that they faw 
one of them dive with his fifhing implements, and 
while he was under water, put up his (Iriker with 
a fiOi on the point of it, which was taken off by 
an alfociate that Watched his progrefs in a bark 
k)g. This appears the more credible, as rufty 
knives were fometimes thrown overboard, on pur- 
pofe to try their excellence in diving ; and it was 
feldom that the knife could fink more than three 
or four fathoms, before it was feized, and brought 
up by the adtiv^ diver. 

From the mountains down to the fea, the land 
it vooky I bnt iiiteimi:ked wiUi pleafant vales and 
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plains. The foil is fandy, and therefore not veiy , 
prolitic. It produces, however, fome fruits and 
roots, which the fimplc natives ufe inftead of 
bread. The Englilh tried foroe of thcfe articles 
of food, and found them fufficiently palatable 
and wholcforoe. 

It was on the ift of November, that the ftips 
came in fight of the high lands of California, 
which the. failors call Cape St. Lucas. It was 
ivow neceflary to put thofe regulations in pra^ice 
which had been framed, la regard to cruifing, 
plunder, and attention to duty. Captain Ro- 
gers was Rationed fartheft from the lund, the 
Duchc& was placed in the centre, and the Mar- 
quis neap- the ihorc. £y this arrangement, thf 
fquudron fprca^l fifteen leagues ; and could for, 
hy day, any vcifcl that might pafs within twenty 
leagues of the fhore. It was alfo fettled, that 
they were to ply to windward all day, and drive 
all niglit. Soon after, the Duchefs aiul Marqoib, 
for particular reafuns, changed llatioiis. It gave 
the captains plcafurc to retletH, that it wus near 
this very place where Sir Thomas Caveudifh tool[ 
the Manilla Ihip. 

On the 28th the Marquis tired a gun, wliifh 
was immediately anfwerod by the Duchets, Cap- 
tain Rogers tacked and made fail, ru])p(jiiua t!iat 
a flranger was iu fight. 1 he iVlarquis fttjod to- 
wards him ; but on coming up, it was with aft'j- 
iiiihment. Captain Rogers was informed, that the 
Duke had been taken for the Manilla Ihip. Irn^ 
mediately each fliip returned to her ftation. 

Next morning, the bark, which had been be- 
raJmed, came oft iVie ttvox^. M (lie had frayed 
much longer thv\iv was ^^\i^^^i<i, \v vt^'*^ iks^^vs.- 
bvnded Ihe had Vj^^u c\xV ^ii^>^ v\.\^ \\v^\^x>8». 
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On tlie 9th of December, the mailer of ttio 
bark came on board, with fome prefents, which 
he had procured from the Indians. With him. 
Captain Rogers fent the mailer of his own veifel, 
to reconnoitre the coaft, in order to find^ if pof- 
fible, a more fecure harbour j and to convey ia- 
telligcnce to Captain Courtney, that it was ad* 
vifable one of the ihips at a time ihould go into 
the bay, to take in a fupply of wood and water. 

Indeed it began to be a matter of doubt, whe* 
ther the Manilla ihip had really paiTed or not, as 
it was after the iifual feafon in which ihe ought 
to have made this coaii ; nor was it poiTible to 
obtain any intelligence which might extricatio 
them from this dilemma. To ad with jnilgment 
and fpirit in fo nice a conjundure, it was refolvcd 
to cruife no longer than eight days more, in 
hopes of this long-expcCted vcflel ; and that, in 
the interim, the Marquis iliould go into the har- 
bour to refit, while the Duke and Duchcfs re- 
mained on the look-out. 

The ilock of proviilons being examined, it was 
found that there was bread for i\p more than 
feventy daySs at a very moderate ailmvance. 
The run to Guam, one of the Lad rones, could 
not be performed in lets than fifty ; and from 
hence it was evident, that an alternative of dif- 
ficulties prefcnted themfelvcs. To quit the fta- 
tion, where they had fo long indulged hopes, 
before the time agreed on, would have excited 
unplcafant fenfations ; and to xun the riik of 
famine, was ilill more terrible. 

Thcfe thoughts occafioned a depreiTiou of fpi* 
fits among fuch as could refled. However, on 
the 21il of December, they bore away for the 
port where the Marquis was refitting ; and at 

Vol. IIL Y ^^^ 



S42 ROOBKft's VOTAGBS. 

nine m the morning, the man at the maft 
cried out that he faw a ilrange fail, aboat 1 
leagues diftant. 

'I'he Duke and Duchefs immediately he 
their enfigns, and bore away after her; I 
falling calm, the pinnace was manned , and 
out to msike obfervations. Meanwhile 
crews were much divided in their opinion 
fome of them were very poiitive that the y 
they were in purfuit of, was no other than 
Marquis coming out of port. For fome ho\ 
was impollible to fettle this difputed point 
precifion ; becanfe there was very little i 
aud the pinnace kept at a diftance. At lail • 
tain Rogers fent off Mr. Fry^'to the Ehic 
with which fhip he faw the pinnace had 
fome correfpondencc, to clear up the myft 
and he foon had the pleafure to hear, that 
was really the Manilla ftiip, for which he 
waited fo long, and of whofe arrival henov 
gati to defpair. This news revived their'di 
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I The fpirituous liquors being exhauitedy Cap- 

. tain Rogers ordered a large kettle of chocolate 

to be made for his men, after which repali they 

^ went to prayers, and before they were ended, 

f the enemy be^an to fire. To deter the Englifh 

from boarding them, they had fufpended barrels 

. from each yard arm, which looked like powder 

barrels. 

At eight in the morning, the engagement be* 
gan between the Manilla fhip and the Duke; 
for the Duchefs, haying little wind, did not 
come up. The enemy fired her ftern-chace, which 
the Duke returned feveral times with her fore- 
chace. Soon after, both fhips clofing, feveral 
broadfides were exchanged ; and they kept ply-; 
ing each other with fmall arms ; but, in the ready 
xife of great guns, the Spaniards appeared vadly 
inferior to the Englifii. 

After continuing the action for fome time, 
thp Duke (hot a little ahead, and plied the Spa- 
xiiard fo warmly, that (he iiruck her colours two- 
thirds down. By this time the Duchefs came 
up, and fired a few guns, with a volley of fmall- 
ibot; but the enemy, having fubmitted, made 
no return. 

The pinnace being fent on board, brought off 
the captain and otficers, who, being examined, 
teld them, that they left Manilla in company 
with a Ihip of much greater burden and flrength; 
but, having parted with her three months before, 
they fuppofed (he had reached Acapulco. 

The prize bore the pompous name of Nofbra 

Signiora de la Incarnacien difengaaio, Sir John 

Pichberty commander: (he had twenty guns, 

twenty pattereroes, and one hUQ<i|red amd ninety* 

Y2 ' tbreo 
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away part of his upper jaw, and fevei 
te«th ; part «f which dropped betide hii 
deck where he fell. In this melancho 
tion, he wtis obliged to write his comn: 
prevent the lofs of blood, and the pain < 
ing. Powel was only (lightly woundc 
buttock. The rigging of the Duke w 
derably damaged, and the mizen-mait 
by a (hot. 

Two days after, the (hips being put ti 
they Hood in for the harbour ; and the 
were fent on board the prize, to drefs th< 
cd. Coming to an anchor near the I 
they received the congratulations of her 
this fudden and unexpeded fuccefs, whic 
a general joy. 

A confultation was next held on tw( 
tant points : (irft, what way the hoilagc 
be difp^fed of; and next, how they (hoi 
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with the Duchefs, to cruife for the other Manilla^ 
fhip; but'fome refledions having been caft on 
Captain Courtney, for his tardinefs in coming 
up in the late engagement, he was bent on pro- 
ceeding with the JMarquis ; and a majority fiding 
with him, the Duke was to flay, in the harbour 
to refit. It was, however, fettled, that ten of 
her bell feamen fhould be turned over to the 
Duchefs, to drengthen the crew, in cafe of an 
attack. On Chriftma^eve they failed. 

As foon as they w«re gtme, Captain Rogers 
made preparations for difcharging bis prifoners. 
Stipulations were entered into, to accept the fum 
of fix thoufand pieces of eight, in bills drawn 
on LondoQ, in lieu of the remaining ranfom of 
Guiaquil, and the bark and cargo. Chevalier 
Piqhberty drew thefe bills i and gave an acknow-* 
ledgment under his own hands, that he thought 
the bargain highly favourable to the Spaniards. 

On Chriftmas day. Captain Rogers pofted two, 
fentinels on the top of an hill, from whcncp was 
a wide profped of the fea, with inftrudjons to 
convey fignals, by which he might undcrfland if 
his conforts had fallen in with the expeded fliip ; 
and that he might have time to , prepare to lend 
them adiflance, in cafe of need. 

Next day the fentinels gave the fignals pre^- 
fcribed, that a (Irange ihip was in fight ; on % 
which the prifoners were immediately put on 
board the bark, llrippod of her fails; and all 
hands, that could be fpared, were colledcd on 
board the Puke. The prifoners, about one bun* 
dred and feventy perfons, being fecured on 
board the bark, which was deprived q^ ^VV Vjirx 
failing tackle, and moored aiX «t ^\^^xvc^ \\qj«^ 
(li0 pri^e, had only a few nv^iTV^^l'^* ^ V^.^^^ 




AUUUL IllUC U ClUi/K LUC J^UC'UCIS Hill 

were near together, and the Marquis 
ing fail to come up with them. T 
ing fcant, the Duke made little way 

In the afternoon, the Marquii 
with the enemy, and engaged her i 
foon fell to leeward, apparently di 
this Captain Rogers manned his pinna 
her off to their alfiilance ; but befo] 
get up, the Marquis again made fail, 
ed the a6lion, which continued till ds 

About midnight, the Duke was 
up with the chacc, and her boat can 
having made falfe fires, which wer 
The crew informed their captain, tl 
been aboard both the con fort veffc 
the Duchcfs was much di fabled. T] 

fnrf hpr tViat f}nt* onAmu nt nno tim#> i 
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iillance. In addition to thefc difadvantages, the 
Marquis had fired away nearly all her powder. 

This intelligence induced Captain Rogers to 
fend off his boat with fome ammunition for the 
Marquis, under Lieutenant Fry, who carried in- 
ilrudions how to ad to the beft advantage the 
enfuing morning. 

The chace had made iignals to the Duke all 
day, believing her to be her confort, and after it 
was dark, edged away towards her, which gave 
Captain Rogers an advantage the wind would 
otherwife have prevented, in fpite of all his ex- 
ertions. 

As foon as it was day, the chace fired on the 
Duchefs, which fhe returned with fpirit; but, 
from the fituation the Duke was in, did almoft 
as much damage to the latter as the former. 
This made Captain Rogers change his polition, 
and to keep clofe aboard the enemy, driving as 
ihe did. In the courfe of the adion, the Duke 
received a (hot in the main mail, which much 
difabled it, aAd foon after, both the confort (hips 
nearly fell on board the enemy ; by which means 
they were prevented from ufing their guns with 
efied. In a (hort time, a fire ball from the 
enemy lighting on the quarter deck of the Duke, 
blew up a loaded cheil of arms, and fcorehed fe« 
\eral of the men. Getting clear of each other, 
the Duchefs flood in for the fhore, where fhe lay 
mending her rigging ; the Marquis fired fevenu 
fhot to very little purpofe ; and a fecond (hot in 
the mainmafl of the Duke, almofl rendered her 
unfit for fervice. 

In thh dilemma, Capta\ti B.o^et% ^^^^'t^ ^"^ 
Miid brought tOj making a f\^A iot V\% cotc^^ns 
#p do tbt Ame, lu a fliorX 1iiae^Ca^V»xy&C'^'^^ 
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ney and Cooke went on board the Duke; and 
on taking the jlate of the fhips into confideration, 
and the little iinpreffion they had made on th^ 
enemy, it was relu^antly refolved to defifi from 
any farther attempts upon her ; and to make the 
bed of their way into the harbour, and fecure 
the prize they had already captured. 

During the repeated engagements, which laft- 
ed about feven glaiTes, the Duke had eleven men 
wounded. Captain Rogers was again unfortu- 
nately wounded in the left foot with a fplinter, 
fo^that he could not (land. Part of his heel-bone 
was flruck out, and all under the ankle miferably 
lacerated. 

The Duchcfs had about twenty men killed and 
^rounded; but the Marquis had only two hurt, 
who were fcorched with gunpowder. 

The enemy was a fine new ftiip, the admiral 
of Manilla, and this was her firll voyage. She 
was called the Vigonia, of about nine hundred 
tons, and four, hundred and fifty men, befides 
paflengers, of \yhom one hundred and fifty were 
lliiropeans. Scjveral of them having been for- 
merly pirates, were defperate in defence of that 
wealth they hadillegally acquired, at the rifk of 
their lives. This may account for the refolutc 
defence that was made. The fliip was capable of 
carrying fixty guns, but only forty were mounted, 
with as many pattereroes, all of brafs. The 
gunner, it appeared, was perfeflly acquainted 
with his bufincfs, and put her in an excellent 
ilate for llefence. 

Thus ended the attempt of the Englilh on 
this capital MamWa ^vv\i,\N\\\<i\v\\v^^ mi^ht have 
/ecu red, had an adec\\^^Xftloxc^'5axx.«^0*.'t^\vs.^;^'^- 
/bre /he bad gained UKx^t.^^^^^^^^'^^^^^'^^^^^ 
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It was probable (he might have been fet on fire 
at lad ; but this idea was reliiiquiilied, from the 
confideration that all the confort Aiips had valu* 
able cargoes on board ; and to have endangered 
what was already fecured, merely on the profpeft 
of doing mifchief to the enemy, would have dif- 
played rafhnefs rather than rcfolution« 

It feems the Spaniards were the better provid- 
ed for this conflidl, becaufe thf'y had heard at 
Manilla, that a fmall fquadron, of which Dam- 
pier was pilot, had failed from Briftol for the 
South Seas. 

On the 1ft of January 1710, they returned 
into port ; and were now determined to expedite 
their voyage to the £a(l Indies to the utmoft. 
The prifoners were immediately releafed, and 
put on board a bark, with water and proviiions 
fuflScient to carry them to Acapulco. Some 
days were then fpent in wooding and watering ; 
and it was with fatisfadJon they difcovered fuch 
a quantity of bread on board the prize, as, with 
the old ftock, was judged fufficient to carry them 
to Guam. 

Some regulations were now adopted among 
the officers, by which Captain Dover was pro-* 
moted to the chief command of the Marquis. 
This did not meet the ideas of Captain Rogers ; 
but as Meflrs. Fry and Stratton were to fuperin* » 
tend the navigation of that (hip, and Dover was 
to be no more than nominally commander, he at 
lall yielded. The crews were likewife a little 
more equalized ; and all differences being accom- 
modated, they drank fuccefs to the remainder of 
the voyage, and a fafc arrivaV \uCjixt«X'^T\\av\i:V^ 
cfl/e of/eparation, during tVie\oi\%TUTi^«^'^^^^ 
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undertake^ Guam wfts^ appointed tbe place of 
rendezvous. 

The Manilla (hips, in general, are much richer 
than the prize they had taken on this coaft ; for 
it fecms flie waited a long time for the Chinefe 
junks to bring fiiks, which not arriving in time, 
fhc was freighted with coarfer commodities. Se- 
veral of the prifoners aflured Captain Rogers, 
that it is nothing unufual for one of thofe veflfeis 
to be worth ten millions of pieces of eight ; fo 
that had it not been for this accident, they would 
have obtained a very valuable prize indeed. 

With regard to the brger veffel, in their at- 
tempts on which they had been foiled. Captain 
Rogers afterwards met with a failor, whole ac- 
count ferved to diminifh his regret for his failure. 
This mail ferved on board her during the adion, 
and detailed all the circumilances attending it in 
fuch a manner, as rendered his veracity unquef- 
tionable. He laid, it would have been impoffible 
to take her ; for the gunner conftaiitly kept in 
the powder room declaring, that he had taken 
the facrament to blow her up, in cafe the Eiig- 
lifli fhould fucceed in boarding her ; which def- 
perate refolutibn made the men frantic in her 
defence. 

On the lOtb of January they weighed from 
Porto Seguro, but did not lofe fight of the land 
till the 12th. Several of the men were in a 
weak condition, befides Captain Rogers and Mr. 
Vanburgh, and the reft of the wounded. They 
were, moreover, reduced to a fliort allowance ; 
and fome of the crews afterwards making free 
with fueh pTo\\tiOTvs ^?»vi^^^ ANvtbiin their reach, 
vfcfiiqil ^ tU\s m\|,VkV \wv'<i\i<i^^'^'«^^^^ \snssv^V 
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vourable circumftances, they were, as an e?^am- 
pie, punifhed with fome fe verity. 

The voyage was continued with profperous 
winds ; and on the 10th of March they bad fight 
of Serpanaand Guam, two of the Ladrones* Next 
day they fleered for the latter^ having been all day 
viewed by the natives in different proas, which 
pafled them with prodigious celebrity, but coild 
not be induced to flop. 

Being now under an abfolute ncceflity of pro- 
curing a fupply pf provifions, efpecially of bread 
and flour, of which their flock was reduced to 
fourteen days fhort allowance ; it was refolved 
to get fome of the inhabitants oh board, and de- 
tain them as hoflages, in cafe they fhould he un- 
der the neceflity of fending any of their men to 
hegociate with the governor. 

Accordingly, they took two Spaniards, who 
hailed them, and came on board, as they were 
turning into the harbour, under the colours of 
that nation. One 'of thefe Was detained as an 
hoflago, the other was difpatched with the lin- 
guills, carrying a letter to the governor of the 
place, in which they demanded the liberty of 
. trading in a peaceable manner for provifions and 
refrefhments ; for which they would not oidy 
render prompt payment, but in every other re- 
fpcdt acquit themfelves as friends ; threatening, 
however, in cafe of a rcfufal, to proceed to open 
hoflilities. 

Next morning, the pinnace belonging to the 
Duchefs was fent on ^re with a, flag of truce ; 
to the crew of which the natives fhewed th^^ 
iDofl friendly attention, promiiki^to (!^\Y^^ iVs&^'odl 
with inch pfovifions as mi|)ht Vje ^^^^^^ ^wi\^* 
ed the governor gave las coutexiXv ^-_ 
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Next day fcveral cfficcrs went 
to dine with the governor, in confi 
invitation they had received. Th< 
ed with all imaginable rcrpedl a 
two hundred men were drawn u| 
their landing ; and the ofHcers and 
jfland funned a cavalcade, and cc 
to the governor's palace, a handfom 
lidering the quarter of the globe, an 
itaneos of his government. 

At the entertainment there were 
difhes produced ; and when the 
leave, they were faluted with a vc 
arms. In return for this condefc 
nefs, they prefented the governor 
gro boys, richly d re fled in liveries, 
offcarlct fcrgc, and fix pieces of i 
which he feemed highly gratified. 
The Ifland of Guam, which ha 
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ITx of whom taught fchool, befides performing 
their ordinary vocatiohs. 

Guam produces the br^ad fruit, cocoa nuts, 
and a variety of excellent fruits, fome of which 
arenot indigenous, but thrive prodigioufly here. 
The indigo plant grows wild in abundance, and 
•were the natives induftrious, it might be con. 
verted into a lucrative branch of trade. They 
have plenty of cattle and hogs j and, indeed, all 
clafles appeared to live very comfortably on the 
fpontaneous produdlions of the country, with 
little labour and lefs care. 

The goverrior's refidence is near a fraall village . 
and convent, and this forms the chief fettlement 
of the Spaniards in thefe iilands. At that time 
only four Spanifh women reiided here. Money 
is fcarce ; becaufe, trufting to the voluntary 
bounties of nature, they have little occnfion for 
its ufe. 

The native Indians are a hale, athletic people, 
of a dark olive colour. They go entirely naked, 
except a fmall piece of cloth, which they wear 
by way of modefty. , The women appear in a 
Ihort petticoat. The men are dexterous at fling- 
ing oval pieces of clay, burnt as hard as marble ; 
and with thefe they are capable of killing a man 
at a confiderable diftance. 

On the 1 8th, the Engliih gave an entertain- 
ment on board the Duke, to which their own 
officers were invited, and four Spanifh gentle- 
men, in the retinue of the governor. Captain 
Rogers made them as welcome as time and place 
Nwrould permit ; diverting them with mufic, and 
dancing till midnight j widen a\\ Tg^ctx^s.*^ Sk^^ 
rated well pleafed. 



This affair being amicably 
agreed to fteer by a fouth.we 
clear of the iilands ; and then i 
to Mindanao J and from thence 

Mean time an old Spaniard, 
Gomes Figuero, who had been 
South Seas, aboat the commence] 
age there, was fet on fiiore. Ii 
intended to carry him to Engh 
facilitate the condemnation of 
being in a very reduced ftate of 1 
cate was taken under his hand, 
he faw the capture of feveral pri 
the fubjeds of Philip V. Kin^ 
This old man received fome cloi 
ries at parting, and was confignc 
the deputy governor of Guam, 
governor's civilities, he made C 
prefent of one of the flying proas 
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qoi8 ; but the Duchefs firing at it^ it broke with, 
out doing them any damage. 

Soon aft^r they defcried land again^ whieh 
they.conjedlured to be Gilolo. In this doubtful 
manner they ^rpceeded till the end of the month ; 
amdhad the additional mortification to find the 
Duke fo leaky> that ihe was with difficulty kept 
clear. ' ^ 

Captain Dampier, who had twice navigated^* 
thofe feas, difcouraged them very much by af, 
ierting^ that it would be impofiible to find re. « 
firefhments, unlefs they could reach the lile of 
Ternate. At this period^ too^ the (hort allowance 
to which the crews were reduced, occafioned 
much murmuring ; and the officers fdund them. 
lelves obliged, out of policy, to enlarge it; fo 
little chance is there of being able to argue with 
^B^ againft hunger ! 

After various unimportant tranfaftions, they 
reached fome iflands near Boiiton on the 25 th of 
May, when the pinnaces were fent on (hore, and 
foon reuimed with plenty of cocoa nuts ; and 
reported, that the inhabitants, who fpoke the 
Malayan tongue, behaved with great civility. 

The (hips now attempted to find anchorage, 
but in vain : the Duke founded with a line of 
eighty fathoms, and almoft ran her bowfprit 
aihore, yet could find no ground : the natives, 
however, at laft direfted to a bunk where they 
might anchor. Meanwhile feveral canoes came 
ofiF with fowls, Indian corn, and fruits, wh ich 
were readily exchanged for goods. Some officers, 
who were fent afliore in the yawl and pinnace, 
were courteoufly received by xVkfcVAti% ^S. ^^ 
place and his grandees, ai\4 a ^tom\l^ ^"^^ ^?t 
taiDcd of a ready fupply o€ ncctSaxVa. ^^"^C^ 




witn lome iviaiayans in a canoe, v 
pnticed by prefents to come aboj 
their information tliey could not avj 
for want of an interpreter. Capta 
deed, had one on board, but refufed 
though upon fo neceflary an occafic 
the natives be prevailed on to go 
Clip. They appeared very impatier 
nor could fvveetmeats, and other u 
this kind, keep them compofed. 
however, they made figns, and poi 
land, called out Bou^po* 

Dampier. had formerly failed i 
straights ; but of the iituation of 
was quite ighorant. It was, the 
mined to fend him> with the lingu 
the "pinnaces, well manned, to find 
apd to wait op the fovereign of Boi 
^ a fupply .of proviflons. To increaf 

filllfv of lit« mi/Tir»n TV/Tr VQnKnrorV* 
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for be brought fome prefenta of ftriped cloth^ 
arrac^ and rice^ from the king, and a letter from 
the officers alhore, certifying the favourable re^ 
ception they had met with^ 

A fuitable prefent was returned, and a falute 
fired by every (hip at the departure of the royal 
meifenger ; at which mark of attention he feem. 
ed well pleafed. 

They wooded and watered at the fmall ifland 
of Sampo, where feveral proas caipe off to them 
with fowl, fruits, and Indian corn, which were 
bartered for knives, fciffars, and clothes. Thefe 
people were very civil, but charged their commo- 
dities high ; probably from a knowledge that 
they were indifpenfably neceffary. 

The charafteriftic treachery of the Moors be- 
gan ,to occur to thofe on board, when the party 
did not return from the Ihore, fo foon as was 
expedted. On the 5th of June, however, ^thc 
Duchefs's pinnace brought back Mr. Connely, 
with the agreeable tidings that four lafts of rice 
were forwarding, which had been bought of the 
king for fix hundred dollars ; and that Mr. Van. 
burgh was kept as a fecurity for the payment. 

Next morning the rice arrived, and was equal- 
ly diilributed among the four. (hips ; and the fti. 
,pulated payment was made to the king's officers. 
After this tranfadlion, provifions began to come 
in more plenty and more cheap. 

fiouton ftands on the afcent of a hill, the, top 
of which is crowned with a fort, inclofed with 
an old flone wall, mounted with guns and patte. 
reiroes. The king, and many of -his people,, live 
in the fort, where a daily taaxVlfeX fet x'y^xalcAss* 
is kept. His majcfty Yi^is ^n^ >NVMts\sfc'fi^^^'5» ^^ 
cobines : and four met\. ^worcivRaX^ "SS^^ , 
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The foYcreign appeared ii 

fpahgled covering over his hai 
gcricral tlrefs, the air of a 0ut^ 
alwrivs barefooted and bareie 
he a^>pc3rs io ftatCj he weari a 
over hi» ufual ihort jarketp h 
pfftaicj is covered wich red 
conftantly attended by a ferj 
with matchlocks* Three o the 
rent enfigns of royally. At 
flavcs, one holding his hetel bo] 
cd mat^h, a third his fmoking 
fiis fpitting bafon. The tribui 
grandees luve stations adapted 
z:ink.:A ; but all treat the fov 
with the nioil ceremonious attc 
The to^'n is well peopled ; 
on the banks of^iiiiie riverj ha 
berofboafs plying in the vicin: 
fifty id; nds r: tributary to th 
i^ually difpi ches fome of his [ 
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they paiTed the Straights of Zalayer^ and made 
the molt fouthern part of Celebes. In a few* 
days they came in fight of Batavia^ and foon after 
michored in the road. 

Never was a greater change perceptible among 
the crews than now took place* Thofe who, a 
few hours before, were quarrelling for necefla. 
ries, were now wallowing in luxuries^ and thought 
themfelves arrived at the terreftrial paradife.— 7 
Captain Rogers faysj that he was quite aftoniftied 
at their behaviour. Inftead of finding difficulty 
in procuring bread and water, it was the only 
objedl of contention, who ihould be at the 
trouble of preparing their dainty repafis, or mak.^ 
ing their favourite punch. 

By their own reckoning, it was Wednefday 
the 2 1 ft of June when the Englifh landed at 
Batavia ; but, by the Dutch account, it was 
Thurfday the 2 2d. This difference in the com- 
putation of time, is invariably found by the cir- 
cumnavigators of the globe. 

Soon after their arrival, the commanders wait- 
ed on the governor, who, having examined and 
approved their commiffions with an inquifitive 
minutenefs, promifed them all reafpnable affift. 
ance ; btit in this he neither feemed nor meant 
to be fincere, fince much importunity was re- 
quired to obtain permiffion to careen their ihips. 
However, on the 23d of July they hove down 
upon Horn Ifland. Provifions were plenty in- 
deed, but extravagantly dear ; and no audience 
could ever be obtained of the governor, eithef 
to obtain redrefs or affiftance, without going 
through the ^cwmgny of bribing hU fe<;te.t%\^ 
m4 gmrd99 
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Horn Ifland was very inconvenient for tbe 
pnrpofe of careening ; but leave could not be 
granted to perform this at Unherft, where the 
Dutch careen their own ihips ; neither could 
they procure the affiftance of Dutch artificers^ fo 
that they were obliged to employ Malayans. To 
complete this inimical treatment, the govern- 
nent would not permit any Dutchman to pur. 
chafe the Marquis, which was now under fale ; 
and therefore they were obliged to part with her to 
the firft Englifh bidder at lefs than half her value. 

Capuin Rogec^j9?ov«red his health very flow. 
ly in this.unpropitious climate. While he lay 
at Batavia, a muflcet (hot was extraded from his 
cheek, which had been miftaken for a part of 
the jaw ; and feveral fplinters were drawn from 
ids heel. The weather was extremely hot while 
they continued here ; and, in confequence, many 
of the officers and men fell fick. The mailer of 
the Duke, the gunner of the Duchefs, and feve. 
ral of the men died of the flux. A young man, 
named John Read, belonging to the Duchefs, 
having ventured into the fea to fwim, had both 
his legs fnapped off by a (hark at one bite ; and 
before he could be drawn on board, the fame vo- 
racious animal tore away the lower part of his 
belly, which imme^ately killed him. 

About ten years b^ore Captain Rogers arrived 
here, there had been an earthquake, which over. 
turned part of the mountains in the neighbour- 
hood of fiatavia, and altered the courfe of the 
river, fo that the canals in and about the city 
werejnot nearly {o commodious for fo deep as 
they had formei\y Victtv* \xN!ij«.d^ the natural 
infalubrity o£ tYve au \^ c^Tv^\^t\^\^ V^x^^se^ 
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to d[iforce an attention to cleanlinefs. Batavia» 
however^ is a very magnificent place, and acciu 
mulates the oriental wealth of the Dutch. 

Having laid in a fupply'of provifions, and the 
officers and men having furniihed themfelves 
with fuch neceflaries as might laft during the 
long run they were about to make, the fhips fet 
fail from Batavia on the 14th of Odober ; and^ 
on the evening of the 19 th, had a terrible ftorm 
of thunder and lightning. Some of the men 
having beenfent aihore at Pepper Bay, in Java^ 
to kill buffaloes, were terrified by the tigers ; 
and one perfon had nearly Ipft his life by this 
ferocious race. The native king behaved with 
much civility ; and willingly granted permiffion 
to barter the commodities of the country for Eo. 
ropean articles. 

Leaving Pepper Bay, nothing material occurred 
till they reached the Cape of Good Hope, where 
they anchored on the 18th of December. In 
Cape Bay they found only one Engliih ihip, but 
feveral Dutchmen. 

Fearful to fail without convoy, and unwilling 
to wait till the Dutch fhould have one ready. 
Captain Rogers propofed to his conforts, to pro- 
ceed diredly for the Brafils, where they might 
vend fome periihable goods to great advantage, 
and be in little danger of falling in with an ene* 
my of fuperior force ; and afterwards to fail for 
Briilol by the north channel. This fcheme, ap« 
parcntly fo pradlicable and fafe, was fet afide 
for want of unanimity ; and the majority refolv- 
ed to wait for the Dutch fleet, and to Mi in a 
body. 

fn confequence of this dettttaiiaXvycwO''^^'*^'^ 
6tb of AprU 17 II, be£oxe tSaa^ ^^^^ ^*^^^v 
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l^ve the Cape. The whole convoy confifted of 
fi;cteen Dutch and nine Engliih (hips. Themoft 
exafl difcipline was kept up, and the moft 
prompt obedience paid to the Dutch Admiral, 
though his real ftation was no other than that of 
Captain of one of their Eaft India ihips. He 
was, however, a man of abilities and good na. 
ture, and behaved with great refpeA and atten. 
tion to the Englifh who were under his condudl^ 
entertaining their officers^ occafionally, in com- 
xqon with thofe of his own country. 

July the 14th, they faw two ihips, on^ a 
Dane, bound for Ireland, which they fpoke. 
She informed them, that the Dutch men of war 
were cruifing off Shetland to protect the convoy. 
By this vefTel Captain Rogers forwarded letters 
to his owners. 

Next morning they made Fair Idand and Foul 
Ifland, near Shetland ; and prefently faw the 
men of war. On the morrow all joined, and 
mutual falutes were exchanged, The inhabi- 
tants of the Shetland Illes came off with fifli, and 
fuch other provKions as they had. On the 17th, 
the Engliih Captains conveyed information to 
their owners of their deftination for the Texel, 
where they hoped to find an Englifh convoy. 

On the 23 d, the Commodore made fignal for 
feeing land, and fame day they entered the 
Texel, when the Dutch fired all their guns, and 
the Englifh faluted the commodore and the flag 
with fevcral rounds. Here they lay till the iid 
of September, employed in various arrangements, 
but impatient to be gone. On theidof OAober, 
they arrived fafe in t\vt "Dovj^ \ -aXxftx t.\ve cir- 
C(i/nna vigation of tVie ^\o\>e, >n\C\0[v \^^^ -^^^ 
&rmcd in three ycais and wo motcCo.^. 
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To this expedition of Woodes Rogers it was 
owing, that the fpirit of privateering in the 
South Seas was not totally loft in England, where 
much art had been ufed to propagate an opinion^ 
that none but buccaneers could reap any advan. 
tage in that quarter. But the event of this voy- 
age convinced the moft prejudiced, that, under 
proper command, the mual modes of warfare 
may be fuceefsfully purfued againft the Spani, 
ards ; and whenever it is the fate of Britain to 
contend with that nation, we would ftrongly re. 
commend it, not only as an objefl oradvantage, 
b(it of policy, to attack them in the moft vulner. 
able part, their American polTeffions ; which at 
once fupply^the finews of war, dnd can beft repay 
its lofTes. 

The voyage we have juft related, in its' prudent 
and (economical arrangements, will long ferve 
as a model and a precedent. Though difputes 
fometimes broke out, by the inftitution of coun. 
oils, and the ready means by which grievances 
could be redreifed, mutiny never could take deep 
root ; becaufe it wanted a provocation and a pre. 
text. The officers, we have feen, were men of 
abilities and humanity ; zealous to forward the 
interefts of their proprietors, and, at the fame 
time, not to tamifti the national honour. May 
their example be imitated, and their fuccefs ob- 
tained, whenever the jealous imbeciHty jDf Spain 
tempts it to trefpafs on the generous feelings of 
Britohsl 
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